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Seagram's 


100% 
HEALTHFUL! 

FRUIT 

CAKE  $2.95  VALUE!  ONE  FULLPOUNQ 

Here  is  a  delectable  fruit  cake  guaranteed  to  de- 
light the  young  in  heart  from  two  to  ninety-two! 
Tasty,  healthy  ingredients — sun-ripened,  crystal- 
lized tropical  fruits,  crisp  nut  meats  and,  of  course, 
whole  wheat  flour  and  raw  sugar.  Just  bite  into  the 
luscious  goodness  of  this  treat — every  mouthful 
will  send  your  taste  buds  into  a  tantrum.  We've  run 
out  of  superlatives  to  describe  our  simply  terrific 
100%  healthful  fruit  cake.  You'll  hear  lots  more 
fancy  words  when  your  friends  start  raving  over 
this  treat.  Just  check  the  box  in  the  order  form. 
Return  it  with  your  order  and  add  $1.00  to  cover 
handling  of  your  Free  fruit  cake. 
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—  MY  LOW 
VITAMIN  PRICES! 


Herbal 
Diuretic 

100    4  4d 

Tablets  I 
500  for  5.99 


BREWERS 

YEAST 
TABLETS 

71/2  GR. 
250  7Q|0 
TABLETS  I  ^ 
1000  for  1.99 


KELP 

TABLETS 

100  QCtf 

Tablets  OU 

1000  for  1.50 


Neutramints 

(ANTI-AClb) 
TABLETS 

100    ^  25 

TABLETS  I 
500  for  5.49 


VITAMIN 
A 

25,000  UNITS 
100  ^19 
FOR  I 
500  for  4.75 


SUPER 
ORGANIC 
IRON  TABS 

too  -149 

TABLETS  I 

500  for  5.49 


19  GR.  1200  MG 
HI-POTENCY 

LECITHIN 

100  ^109 

CAPSULES  I 
500  for  4.95 


HIGH  FIBER 

BRAN 

TABLETS 
500  MG  _ 

100  |>Q<^ 
Tablets 
500  for  2.99 


CHILDREN'S 
NATURAL 
CHEWABLE 
VITAMINS 
100      ^  25 
TABLETS  1 

500  for  5.49 


THE  MOST  WANTED  POTENCY 


250  mg 
Capsules 


mm 


100  lor 

$2.89 

500  for 

$12.95 


100Bt^.s*3 


100  MG  EACH  OF  8-1.  B-2.  B-6, 
NIACINAMIDE,  CHOLINE.  IN- 
..«>>  OSITOL.  PANTOTHENIC  ACID  & 

COMPLEX       55  ^ 


BIOTIN  &  FOLIC  ACID 


LIP  BALM  with  L-LYSINE 

V2  oz.  $3.00  2  for  $5.00 


BONE 
MEAL 

TABLETS 

Tablets 

1000  for  3.69 


POTASSIUM 

GLUCONATE 

595  MG 
100  QC0 

TABLETS  9«J 

SOO  tor  $4.29 
1,000  for  $7.99 


L-LYSiNE 

500  mg 

T^S^ts  2'® 
300  for  8.48 


"S.O-D." 

Superoxide  Dlsmutose 
2000  Unit  Tablets 

50        .go     100  _,g 

Tablets  4""  Tablets/ 

200  .,,,0 

Tablets  \i. 


HIGH  POTENCY 

VITAMIN  B6 


50  MG. 
Tablets 

100  lor  89' 
500  for  3.98 


100  MG 
Tablets 

100  tor  1.49 
250  for  3.65 


Papaya 
Papain 

DIgestant 
100      _  ^  . 
Tablets  OD* 
500  for  $2.75 


VITAMIN 
E 

Beauty  Oil 
14.000  I.U. 
%  fl.  oz  $1.49 


100  MCG 

Tablets 
SELENIUM 

500  for  $9.95 


BALANCED  50  MG 

B-COMPLEX 

HI-POTENCY  "LEE-PLEX  50  MG." 

In  1  cap  daily  50  rTig.  each  of  Vit  Bl ,  B2,  86, 
NiacinarTiide;  Pantottienic  Acid.  Ctioline.  Inositol,  30 
mg.  Para-Aminobenzoic  Acid  50  meg  each  of  812, 
d-Biotin.  100  meg.  Folic  Acid. 

cfps  ,100^  c\°p^3l059 


They're  so  low  they're  hard  to  believe.  And  these  are  the  power  vitamins 
you  want  for  the  whole  family!  Count  on  professional  quality  and  per- 
sonal service,  too.  Send  your  order  today  while  these  low  prices  are 
in  force. 

VITAMINS  BY  MAIL  FROjVI.LEE  NUTRITJON 

^       SPECIAL  OFFER  from  Bob  Lee  bqio^ 

400  UNIT    COMPARE  ANYWHERE 

□  100  for  1.59 

□  500  for  7.89 

□  1000  for  15.75 


DOLOMITE      Laboratory       00  Tablets  43* 
TABLETS  tested        1 ,000  for  $1 .79 


L-TRYPTOPHAN 

100  MG.  TABLETS 
100-3.49  500-16.50 


500  lUlG.  TABLETS 
30-4.75  60-8.00 


VITAMIN 

A&  D 

(5000  A,  400  D) 

100  AQ0 

Tablets      ■  «/ 

500  for  $1.95 


9  Vital  Minerals 

Multi- 
Minerals 

98^ 


100 
Tablets 


500  tablets  $4.50 


500  MG.  TABS 

BEE  POLLEN 

Amazing  content  ot 
natural  life — vital 
nutrients  wonder  food 
of  The  Bee  Colony. 
100  for  2.19 
500  for  7.50 


Chelated 

ZINC 

10  MG. 
TABLETS 
100  ^-j^ 
Tablets  Ol^ 
1000  for  3.4S 


GARLIC 
OIL 

CAPSULES 

100 
CAPSULES  # 

500  for  3.19 


"KEY  4"  TABS 

KELP,  VITAMIN  B6,  LECITHIN 
&  CIDER  VINEGAR 

Highest  Quality — 
Only  the  low  price  is  different 

100  for  79^  500  lor  2®^ 


Vitamins  for 

HAIR 
CARE 

Supply  Supply 


Acidophilus 

CAPSULES 

100  .179 

CAPSULES  I 
500  for  8.75 


HERBAL 

LAXATIVE 

100  QC0 
Tablets  OO*^ 
500  for  3.49 


DOLOMITE  & 
BONE  MEAL 

Tfie  ideal 
combination 
100  CQ* 

Tablets 

500  for  2.49 


B-12 

500  MCG. 

tabs  1  .90 
500  for  7.50 


Therapeutic 

with  Minerals 

—  same 
potency  and 
foimula  as 
Squibb's 
Theragran  — 

100  -198 

Tablets  I 

500  for  9.49 


"Natural  12"  a  dozen  supplements  in  one  tablet 

Brewer's  Yeast,  Lecithin,  Alfalfa,  Kelp,  250  for  1.85 
Rose  Hips,  Whey,  Papaya,  Agple  Pectin,      500  for  2.98 


Wheat  Germ,  Dolomite,  Desiccated 
Liver,  Bone  Meal, 


1 ,000  for  5.49 


HI-POTENCY 

STRESS  FORMULA 


High  Potency  8  Connplex  &  Vit.  C 
too       4  9  5  250  089 

TABS       1  TABS  «3 


INDIVIDUAL  B-VITAMIN  Tablets 


100  mg.  VITAMIN  Bl  . . 

50  mg.  VITAMIN  B2  . . 

50  mg.  NIACIN   

100  mg.  NIACINAMIDE  . 
400  meg.  FOLIC  ACID  . . 

100  meg.  B12   

300  meg.  BIOTIN  

250  mg.  CHOLINE  

250  mg.  INOSITOL  . . . , 
100  mg.  PANTO.  ACID 
100  mg.  PABA  


100  lor 

500  for 

1,000  lor 

$1.25 

$5.50 

$9.85 

$1.25 

$5.50 

$9.85 

85* 

$3.49 

$5.50 

$1.00 

$3.85 

$6.50 

65' 

$2.85 

$4.95 

65« 

$2.50 

$4.35 

$1.45 

$6.50 

$10.95 

$1.65 

$6.95 

$12.00 

$3.75 

$16.89 

$29.75 

$1.69 

$5.75 

$9.75 

$1.00 

$4.50 

$7.85 

400  UNIT 

VITAMIN  P 

r.APRlll  F.c; 


CAPSULES 

Llfi^lT 
ONE  OF  ANY  SIZE 
TO  A  FAtVIILY 


OFFER 
EXPIRES 

12/31/83         COUPON  WITH  ORDER 


SPECIAL  OFFER  from  Bob  Lee  B9io 
500  IVIG. 


&00  MG. 

VITAMIN  C 

with  Rose  Hips 

LIfyllT  OFFER 
ONE  OF  ANY  SIZE  EXPIRES 
TO  A  FAMILY  12/31/83 


COMPARE  ANYWHERE 

□  100  for  87* 

□  500  for  3.99 

□  1000  for  7.59 

MAIL  COUPON  WITH  ORDER 


NATURAL  VITAMIN  C  Taw^Jf 

AT  FANTASTICALLY  LOW  PRICES  ^'''^  "'^^ 

QUANTITY 

too  f^G 

250  IVIG 

500  lylG 

1,000  fyiG 

100 

69" 

95« 

1.39 

1.95 

500 

2.98 

4.49 

6.59 

9.39 

1000 

5.49 

7.99 

12.49 

17.95 

VITAMIN  E  CAPSULES 

MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE— HIGHEST  QUALITY 

SIZE 

too  I.U, 

200  I.U- 

400  1  U 

1,000  I.U 

100 

98« 

1.89 

2.99 

7.89 

500 

4.85 

8.99 

14.69 

37.98 

1000 

9.49 

17.59 

28.49 

69.85 

ALFALFA 

TABLETS 

100  ^Qrf 

TABLETS  OO*^ 
500  for  1 .55 

DESICCATED 

LIVER 

TABLETS 
7V2  Grain 

TABLETS 
1000  for  3.50 

COD  LIVER 
OIL  CAPS 

'00 

CAPSULESOO* 
500  for  3.99 

PRICES  IN  THIS  AD  GOOD  TO  DECEMBER  31,  1983 

FmAIL  your  order  TO: 

I Lee  Nutrition 
290  MAIN  ST. 
I  CAMBRIDGE,  MASS.  02142 


MASTER  CARD  and  VISA 

accepted  on  orders  over  $10  00 
Give  card  number  and  expiration 
date  We  reserve  the  right  to 
limit  quantities 


QUANTITY 


SIZE 


NAME  OF  PRODUCT 


Handling  Cfiarge  for  Fruit  Cake 


Handling  cfiarge  (DisregartJ  if  order  exceeds  $1 0.00) 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  TOTAL  AMOUNT 


TOTAL 
PRICE 


$1.00 


$1,00 


□ 


If  you  cfieck  this  box  and  mail  your  FREE 
order  with  $1  00  for  handling  your 

free  fruit  cake  before  Dec.  31,  1983  'I!.""' ' 

we  will  Include  in  your  order  CAKE 
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The  Whys  of  Christmas 

By  Ruth  Pittman 

A  cornucopia  of  traditions,  from  ancient  times  to  our  own 
modern  era,  makes  this  the  happiest  and  most  colorful  of 
holidays. 

^  6  Danger  At  Our  Doorstep 

By  Philip  C.  Clarke 

The  problem  is  ver/  clear  —  saving  Central  America  from  the 
threatening  grasp  of  Communism.  It's  the  solution  that's 
complicated. 

2Q  The  Invasion  God  Stopped? 

By  Marshall  O.  Zaslove 

Time:  1962.  Place:  India's  northern  border.  Invader:  China's 
Communist  army.  The  holy  man  said  he  could  do  nothing 
himself,  but . . . 

22  Weather  Forecasting:  Yes,  It's 
Getting  Better 

By  Jay  Stulier 

The  United  States,  through  the  National  Oceanic  and 
Atmospheric  Administration  (NOAA),  spends  about  $1  billion 
a  year  on  weather.  Some  think  it's  the  best  use  of  our  tax 
dollars  in  the  countr/  today. 

24  Childhood 

A  cartoonist  takes  a  lighthearted  look  at  children. 


About  Our  Authors . . . 

Dr.  MarshaU  O.  Zaslove  is  a 

California  based  psychiatrist/author 
who  writes  for  a  number  of  publications 
on  subjects  of  both  medical  and  general 
interest.  It  was  on  one  of  his  seven  trips 
to  India  that  he  first  heard  the  details  of 
the  events  he  writes  about  in  "The 
Invasion  God  Stopped." 

"The  Whys  of  Christmas"  was  written 
by  free-lance  Ruth  Pittman,  who  lives 
in  Los  Angeles,  the  city,  she  says,  that 
knows  no  seasons.  However,  her  fa- 
vorite time  of  year  is  Christmas. 


Philip  C.  Clarke,  author  of  "Danger 
At  Our  Doorstep"  has  had  a  41-year 
career  as  a  journalist,  including  13 
years  with  the  Associated  Press,  six 
years  with  Newsweek  magazine,  16 
years  with  Mutual  Broadcasting  Sys- 
tem; he  has  been  a  foreign  correspon- 
dent in  Havana,  Rome,  Paris,  London 
and  Teheran;  a  U.N.  correspondent  in 
New  York  and  Paris,  and  covered  three 
revolutions  in  a  year  and  a  half  —  in 
Haiti,  Equador  and  Venezuela. 

Rain  doesn't  bother  San  Francisco  free- 
lance Jay  Stulier,  who  writes  about  im- 


provements in  weather  forecasting  in 
his  article  "Weather  Forecasting:  Yes, 
It's  Getting  Better."  He  says  he  was 
born  and  raised  in  Washington  state, 
"where  a  break  in  the  clouds  is  treated 
like  a  home-town  team  winning  the 
Super  Bowl." 

Cover:  Artist  Tom  Bookwalter  of 

Waterloo,  Iowa,  has  painted  a  U.S.  Air 
Force  NORAD  pilot  giving  a  "thumbs 
up"  signal  to  Santa,  part  of  the  service's 
delightful  Christmas  custom  of  radio 
"tracking"  the  "old  elfs"  annual  flight 
from  the  North  Pole. 
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NEW  PEP  FOR  YOUR  NEXT  CARD  PARTY  OR  FUN-FEST 


Here's  a  magically  fast  new  game  that 
will  "break  the  ice"  at  parties 
meetings  or  conventions.  Get 
them"o^  and  running"  with 
a  speedy  smash  hit  for  fun. 


THE  WINNER  JUMPS  RIGHT  OUT  OF  OFFICIAL  TRACK  PHOTOS  THAT 
VOU  DEVELOP  VOURSELF  -  MAGlCALLV  TAKES 
ONLV  THREE  SECONDS! 


You  get  12 
MAGIC  FOTO 
FINISH  cards,  each 
carrying  the  name  of  6  horses 
in  the  race.  Pick  your  favorite,  wet  the 
Magic  Paper  and  softly  rub  it  on  the  blank 
side  of  the  card  .  .  .  no  one  knows  who  the  winner 
is  until .  .  .  PRESTO  .  .  .  the  FOTO  FINISHED  picture 
develops  in  a  flash  of  3  seconds. 

wm^mmmmmmmimmmm 
10  DAYS  TRIAL 

You  must  be  completely  delighted  with  your  deck  of  fascinating  1 2- 
race  MAGIC  FOTO  FINISH  game  packet.  You  must  agree  it  adds  new 
highs  of  hilarity  and  fun  to  the  gathering.  Try  5 races  "on  the 
tiouse".  If  you  tell  us  it  didn't  add  more  life  to  the  party,  simply 
return  the  12  cards,  including  the  5  used,  for  a  full  refund  of  your 
purchase  price,  no  questions  asked.  Hurry  now.  Beat  the  rush.  Be 
the  first  in  your  crowd  to  put  on  an  exciting  fun-test. 


Three  horses  come  to  the  wire  "neck  to  neck",  responding  to  the  stretch  drive.  The  crowd  roars! 
The  finish  looks  like  a  dead  heat.  The  judges  await  the  Decision  based  on  the  official  PHOTO 
FINISH.  Is  it  Number  1  ...  2  ...  3  ...  4  ...  5  ...  or  6?  Is  it  Suzy,  Champ,  Reno,  Loco, 
Lucky  or  Derby?  The  MAGIC  FOTO  FINISH  picture  amazingly  pops  out  within  3  blinks  of 
your  eye.  You've  found  the  winner. 

Here's  How  to  Plav  the  Horses 

1 .  Each  player  picks  one  of  the  6  horses  named  to  "win,  place  or  show". 

2.  Wet  the  mysterious  MAGIC  FOTO  FINISH  paper  and  rub  it  on  the  blank  side  of  the  card. 

3.  In  just  3  seconds,  the  MAGIC  FOTO  FINISH  emerges  showing  the  numbers  that  WIN, 
PLACE  AND  SHOW. 

Until  the  blank  side  is  wet  with  the  Magic  Paper,  there  is  no  way  to  determine  which  horse  will 
WIN  .  .  .  PLACE  ...  OR  SHOW. 


Packet  of 
12  assorted 

winning  ' 

races  now  \ 

only  $2.00,  J 

POSTAGE  j 

PAID.  I 

Money  back  | 

Guarantee  ■ 


PmAGIC  FOTO  FINISH 
I    2455  University  Avenue,  Dept.  101 

I 
I 


St.  Paul,  MN  55114 


Please  rush  . 


.  deck(s)  of  1  2  race  MAGIC  FOTO  FINISH 


packets,  ail  for  $2.00,  POSTAGE  PAID,  on  a  full  MONEY  BACK 
GUARANTEE.  Minnesota  residents  add  6%  tax.  Enclosed  is 


N.imf  J 

Cily 

Sf.ilp 

 Z.p 

□  c:,ish 

□  Cliock       □  Money  Order 
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Keith  Kreul 

It  has  been  a  long-standing  precept  of 
The  American  Legion  that  in  estab- 
lishing our  nation's  budgetary  pri- 
orities, veterans'  programs  should 
rank  second  only  to  national  security. 
And  it  follows  that  the  Legion's  inter- 
est in  the  care  of  America's  veterans, 
their  widows  and  orphans  must  be  one 
of  the  highest  priorities  of  our  mem- 
bership. 

As  we  now  approach  the  new  year, 
we  can  reflect  proudly  on  the  successes 
we  enjoyed  in  the  old  year  in  our  role 
as  an  advocate  for  all  men  and  women 
who  have  served,  or  now  serve,  in  our 
armed  forces.  Some  accomplishments 
that  come  immediately  to  mind  in- 
clude: 

•  The  American  Legion  played  a 
major  role  in  persuading  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  to  withdraw 
a  proposal  that  would  have  substan- 
tially reduced  the  size  of  the  Min- 
nesota replacement  hospital. 

•  We  can  take  some  credit  for  Con- 
gress's decision  to  increase  funding  for 
medical  research  in  the  VA  budget. 

•  The  Legion  also  initiated  an  out- 
reach program  for  female  veterans. 

•  And  we  increased  the  number  of 
regularly  scheduled  Legion  volunteers 
in  VA  medical  care  facilities  by  more 
than  10  percent. 

Of  course,  many  of  our  concerns  are 
on-going,  and  will  continue  to  receive 
priority  attention  throughout  1984. 
The  battle  goes  on.  We  have  no  time  to 
rest  on  our  laurels  or  celebrate  our  vic- 


tories at  our  leisure.  As  1984  ap- 
proaches, there  are  still  many  areas  of 
concern  crying  for  immediate  atten- 
tion, yet  two  that  must  head  the  list 
are  the  Agent  Orange  issue  and  the 
ever-mounting  problems  being  en- 
countered by  our  aging  World  War  II 
veteran  population. 

Since  1978,  the  Legion  has  been  in- 
volved in  every  aspect  of  the  Agent 
Orange  controversy  in  the  interest  of 
obtaining  a  just  resolution  to  this 
emotion-filled,  yet  very  real  issue.  We 
have  a  mandate  to  support  legislation 
that  will  establish  a  mechanism  for 
presumption  of  service  connection  for 
disabilities  found  to  be  caused  by 
Agent  Orange  exposure,  with  such 
presumption  based  on  scientific  and 
medical  evidence. 

This  presumption  should  be  accepted 
no  matter  how  long  after  military  dis- 
charge symptoms  appear,  and  compen- 
sation should  be  paid  based  upon  the 
disability's  degree  of  severity. 

We  support  the  granting  of  pre- 
sumptive service  connection  as  a  basis 
for  compensation  for  three  specific 
conditions:  chloracne  (a  skin  disorder); 
porphyria  cutanea  tarda  (a  liver  disor- 
der), and  soft  tissue  sarcoma  (a  malig- 
nancy). The  Veterans  Administration 
opposes  our  position,  maintaining  that 
medical  evidence  does  not  justify 
presumptive  service  connection. 

Our  expert  reviews  of  available 
medical  literature,  however,  show  that 
there  is  scientific  evidence  that  these 
three  medical  conditions  may  result 
from  exposure  to  dioxin  (the  toxic 
agent  in  Agent  Orange).  One  of  my 
first  duties  as  National  Commander 
was  to  testify  on  this  subject  to  the 
Committees  on  Veterans  Affairs  in  the 
House  and  Senate.  I  pointed  out  our 
official  position  to  both  committees 
and  urged  each  to  recognize  and  act 
upon  what  we  believe  to  be  the  unde- 
niable responsibility  of  the  federal 
government  in  this  matter. 

To  those  of  our  members  who  are  not 
directly  affected  by  the  government's 
decisions  regarding  Agent  Orange, 
this  may  seem  to  be  a  problem  of  small 
significance  when  compared  to  other 
issues  of  our  day.  Let  me  assure  you 
that  it  is  not.  I've  spoken  with  Viet- 
nam veterans  who  were  exposed  to 
Agent  Orange  while  serving  their 
country  in  Southeast  Asia  and  they 
are  scared.  And  rightly  so.  Oftentimes, 
with  trembling  voices,  they  have 
asked  me  and  other  Legion  represent- 
( Continued  on  page  42) 
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Big  Issues 


Should  The  Congress 

Lower  The  Minimum  Wage  For  Youth? 


Yes 


Sen.  James 

Abdnor, 

R-S.D. 


%  I  am  a  co-sponsor  of 
the  Youth  Employment  Opportunity 
Act,  a  bill  which  would  allow  em- 
ployers to  pay  persons  between  the 
ages  of  16  and  19  a  total  of  85  per- 
cent of  the  current  adult  minimum 
wage.  It  is  legislation  I  believe  in 
deeply,  because  I  am  convinced  it 
will  help  solve  a  glaring  waste  of 
human  resources  in  our  towns  and 
cities. 

Nationwide,  youth  unemployment 
has  been  averaging  approximately  20  percent.  In  some 
urban  areas,  it  is  as  high  as  50  percent,  and  even  70  to  80 
percent  among  minority  youth.  In  my  own  rural  state  of 
South  Dakota,  high  school  students  have  found  it  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  find  summer  and  after-school  jobs. 

Greater  unemployment  among  young  people  leads  to  an 
increased  tendency  toward  delinquency  and  more  crimes 
committed  by  youth.  For  the  sake  of  our  country's  present 
and  its  future,  this  is  a  situation  we  cannot  allow  to  con- 
tinue. 

I  do  not  believe  that  government  can  be  the  answer  to 
the  problem.  Government-sponsored  job  programs  often  do 
not  provide  meaningful  labor  and  do  not  teach  young 
people  the  value  of  the  free  enterprise  work  ethic.  Also,  our 
federal  budget  cannot  withstand  more  burdensome  social 
programs  that  would  only  add  to  our  already  very  large 
deficits. 

The  key  lies  in  the  private  sector.  From  speaking  to  the 
many  small  retail  businessmen  in  my  home  state  of  South 
Dakota,  I  believe  that  private  enterprise  can  act  to  solve 
the  youth  unemployment  problem  if  the  conditions  are 
right  to  do  so. 

I  have  found  that  the  average  businessman  wants  to  hire 
the  young  worker  as  a  complement  to  his  or  her  current 
staff  and  not  to  supplant  older  employees.  Hiring  those 
teen-agers  benefits  the  operation  of  the  business  and  pro- 
vides a  necessary  service  for  the  community. 

Despite  the  merchant's  desire  to  make  that  contribution, 
however,  the  federal  government  won't  let  him  do  it. 

The  federal  minimum  wage  law  has  served  as  an  im- 
movable roadblock  between  the  prospective  employer  and 
the  youngster  in  need  of  a  job.  The  Youth  Employment  Op- 
portunity Act  will  remove  that  obstacle. 

Small  business,  like  every  other  segment  of  the  econo- 
my, has  been  through  rough  times  in  the  recent  recession. 
Combined  with  a  federal  minimum  wage  that,  in  recent 
years,  has  increased  at  a  higher  rate  than  many  profit 
margins,  it  is  not  hard  to  see  why  more  young  people 
aren't  hired  for  jobs. 

I  believe  it  is  possible  through  this  legislation  to  pay  our 
youth  a  fair  wage  for  their  work  and  make  it  possible  for 
hard-pressed  store  owners  to  hire  young  workers  without 
impairing  their  own  livelihood.  To  do  so  would  be  a  great 
service  both  for  America's  young  people  and  for  our  com- 
munities. 


Rep.  William  L 

Clay, 

D-Mo. 


JL  ^  \J  •  Without  realizing  it, 
many  of  our  people  are  supporting  ef- 
forts to  turn  the  clock  back.  They  are 
influenced  by  simplistic,  sloganeer- 
ing political  solutions  to  complicated 
social  problems.  What  do  rigid  child 
labor  laws,  compulsory  education, 
five-day  workweeks  of  40  hours, 
overtime  pay  and  minimum  wage  all 
have  in  common  These  were  the 
main  issues  of  a  35-year  war  waged 
by  organized  labor,  enlightened  civil 
liberty  groups  and  humanitarians  to  improve  the  quality 
of  life  for  our  citizenry.  What  else  do  these  measures  have 
in  common?  They  are  now  all  under  attack  by  vocal  con- 
servative groups  as  the  villains  of  all  our  nation's  economic 
problems. 

The  chief  beneficiaries  of  these  progressive  legislative 
enactments,  the  workers,  are  in  the  forefront  of  these  at- 
tacks to  repeal  or  relax  enforcement  of  them. 

Perhaps  the  problem  is  that  most  people  don't  under- 
stand the  historic  struggle  or  the  relationship  between 
each  component.  The  millions  of  children  who  did  the 
backbreaking  labor  in  the  plants,  mills  and  mines  around 
the  turn  of  the  century  were  not  toiling  because  they  were 
poor.  They  were  hired  because  the  great  exploiters  wanted 
to  tap  a  giant  field  of  cheap  labor.  Compulsory  education 
for  every  child  was  a  counter  demand  to  take  children  out 
of  the  labor  pool  until  age  18,  so  that  their  parents  would 
have  first  chance  at  the  jobs.  The  five-day  workweek  and 
overtime  pay  were  sought  to  reduce  the  killing  effects  of 
hard  labor,  as  well  as  to  create  more  jobs  in  the  economy. 
The  minimum  wage  guaranteed  workers  and  their  families 
a  living  wage. 

Now  the  printing  presses  of  ultraconservative  groups  are 
churning  out  propaganda  that  these  giant  steps  in  social 
advancement  are  responsible  for  the  ills  of  our  capitalistic 
system.  Unfortunately,  many  workers  have  been  taken  in 
by  this  campaign.  Many  workers  advocate  a  subminimum 
wage  for  teen-agers  as  if  that  would  cure  the  problems  of 
high  youth  unemployment,  when  indeed  it  would  only  in- 
crease the  high  rate  of  adult  unemployment.  Many  work- 
ers support  the  concept  that  an  employee  should  be  able  to 
work  60  hours  a  week  at  regular  pay — without  receiving 
overtime  rates — in  order  to  make  a  little  extra  money. 
Many  workers  unthinkingly  write  members  of  Congress 
pleading  with  them  to  relax  the  laws  against  the  number 
of  hours  14-and  15-year  olds  can  work  during  the  school 
year. 

If  they  had  their  way,  the  clock  would  be  turned  back  to 
the  first  decade  of  the  century.  What  daydreams  that  must 
bring  back  for  those  who  remember  high-buttoned  shoes,  a 
surrey  with  the  fringe  on  top  and  ice  cream  cones  at  the  St. 
Louis  World's  Fair.  But  what  nightmares  are  dredged  up 
for  those  who  toiled  the  fields,  built  the  railroads,  manned 
the  assembly  lines  and  endured  the  shame  of  massive  un- 
employment. 
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Over  $46  million  in  benefits  paid 
since  1958  by  the  ONLY 
officially  approved,  dependable 
American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan 


ANNOUNCING  A 


/O  B 


BENEFIT 
BONUS 


FOR  1984 


The  American  Legion 
Life  Insurance  Plan 
provides  extra 
protection  for  your 
loved  ones. 

Enroll  now  or  add  to  your 
coverage  in  The  American 
Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan,  now 
better  than  ever.  Benefits  for 
deaths  occurring  in  1984  include 
a  special  20%  increase  for  all 
ages  of  insured  Legionnaires. 

Low  annual  premiums 
you  won't  find 
elsewhere. 

Just  $24  per  unit,  per  year 
(only46<i  per  week,  per  unit) 
can  provide  up  to  $12,000  in 
supplemental  coverage.  Or  buy 
our  full  10  units  of  coverage— up 
to  $120,000  of  benefits  for  only 
$240  per  year.  That's  vital  protec- 


tion you  can't  beat  elsewhere 
at  this  low  annual  cost. 

How  is  it  possible? 

Mass  buying  power  makes  it 
so.  Thousands  of  Legionnaires 
nationwide  and  the  simplicity  of 
our  decreasing  term  plan  have 
kept  the  premium  rate  the  same 
since  its  beginning  in  1958.  We've 
kept  the  costs  in  line.  No 
salesmen,  agents,  cash  values, 
dividends  or  fancy  computerized 
billings.  You  pay  one  annual 
premium  for  the  units  you  need 
and  you're  covered.  Completely 

How  do  you  qualify? 

It's  easy  If  you  are  a  Legion- 
naire in  good  standing  underthe 
age  of  70,  able  to  meet  the  health 
requirements  of  the  plan's  under- 
writer, you  are  eligible.  See  the 
chart  on  the  following  page  for 
really  affordable  supplemental 
protection.  Especially  now.  Think 


about  the  more  than  $46  million 
in  benefits  paid  since  1958  to 
Legionnaire  families  like  your 
own.  You  know  the  plan  is  solid, 
dependable  and  trustworthy. 

Apply  now.  Right  now. 

Complete  your  application  on 
the  next  page.  Mail  it  with  check 
or  money  order  for  the  correct 
premium  amount.  We'll  process 
your  application  right  away 

Once  you're  accepted,  your 
vital  coverage  can  never  be  can- 
celled as  long  as  you  remain  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion 
and  pay  your  annual  premium. 


Exclusions.  No  benefit  is  payable 
for  death  as  a  result  of  war  or  an 
act  of  war,  or  within  six  months 
aftertermination  of  service,  in  the 
military  naval  or  air  force  of  any 
country  or  combination  of 
countries. 


TURN  PAGE  TO  FILL  OUT  APPLICATION  AND  MAIL  TODAY! > 


Join  the  ONLY  Officially  Approved  Plan. 

Get  up  to  10  Units.  20%  Benefit  Bonus. 


THE  ONLY 
AMERICAN 
LEGION 
LIFE 
INSURANCE 
PLAN 


APPLY  TODAY  Select  the  num- 
ber of  units  from  the  chart  at 
right,  fill  out  the  application  be- 
low and  enclose  your  check  or 
money  order  for  the  prorated 
premium  indicated  to  provide 
coverage  for  the  rest  of  the  cal- 
endar year. 

IF  YOU  LIVE  IN  FL,  IL,  NJ,  NY, 

NC,  OH,  PR,  TX,  or  Wl  send  for 
special  application.  Applications 
and  benefits  vary  slightly  in 
some  areas.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to:  The 
American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
Plan. 


BENEFITS— Annual  Renewable  Term  Insurance  (Policy  Form  GPC-5700-781) 
Benefits  determined  by  age  at  death  and  include  20%  SPECIAL  INCREASE  for  deaths 
 occurring  during  1984.  Maximum  coverage  limited  to  10  units.  


Age  at  Death 

10  Units 

$240  peryr. 

9  Units 

$216  peryr. 

8  Units 

$192 peryr 

7  Units 

$168  peryr. 

6  Units 

$144  peryr 

5  Units 

$120 peryr 

4  Units    3  Units 

$96 peryr  $72 peryr 

2  Units     1  Unit 

$48  peryr  $24  peryr 

Through  age  29 

$120,000 

$108,000 

$96,000 

$84,000 

$72,000 

$60,000 

$48,000 

$36,000 

$24,000 

$12,000 

30-34 
35-44 

96,000 
54,000 

86,400 
48,600 

76,800 
43,200 

67,200 
37,800 

57,600 
32,400 

48,000 
27,000 

38,400 
21,600 

28,800 
16,200 

19,200 
10,800 

9,600 
5,400 

45-54 
55-59 

26,400 
14,400 

23,760 
12,960 

21,120 
11,520 

18,480 
10,080 

15,840 
8,640 

13,200 
7,200 

10,560 
5,760 

7,920 
4,320 

5,280 
2,880 

2,640 
1,440 

60-64 
65-69 

9,600 
6,000 

8,640 
5,400 

7,680 
4,800 

6,720 
4,200 

5,760 
3,600 

4,800 
3,000 

3,840 
2,400 

2,880 
1,800 

1,920 
1,200 

960 
600 

70-74* 
75*-0ver 

3,960 
3,000 

3,564 
2,700 

3,168 
2,400 

2,772 
2,100 

2,376 
1,800 

1,980 
1,500 

1,584 
1,200 

1,188 
900 

792 
600 

396 
300 

Annual  Premium 

$240 

$216 

$192 

$168 

$144 

$120 

$96 

$72 

$48 

$24 

*No  persons  age  70  or  over  (including  those  desiring  additional  coverage)  will  be  accepted  for  new  insurance. 


ANNUAL  PREMIUM  TO  SEND  WITH  YOUR  APPLICATION.  The  pre- 
miums shown  above  are  for  the  full  year  of  1984  for  approved  appli- 
cations effective  Jan.  1,  1984.  Premiums  for  applications  approved 
for  Feb.  1  or  later  are  proportionately  less,  by  $2  PER  UNIT  PER 
MONTH,  and  any  overpayments  will  be  refunded.  Premiums  accom- 
panying non-approved  applications  will  be  refunded  in  full. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE  Your  insurance  becomes  effective  on  the  first  day  of 
the  month  coinciding  with  or  next  following  the  date  your  application 
is  received,  subject  to  Insurance  Company's  approval.  Insurance 
may  be  maintained  in  force  by  payment  of  premiums  when  due. 


INCONTESTABILITY  Your  coverage  shall  be  incontestable  after  it  has 
been  in  force  during  your  lifetime  for  two  years  from  its  effective  date. 

MAIL  TO:  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan 
P.O.  Box  5609  •  Chicago,  IL  60680 

Plan  insured  by  Transamerica  Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company. 


Application  Subject  to  Underwriter's  Approval 


NOTICE  OF  DISCLOSURE 
OF  INFORMATION 

Information  regarding  your  in- 
surability will  be  treated  as  con- 
fidential except  that  Trans- 
america Occidental  Life  In- 
surance Co.  may  make  a  brief 
report  to  the  Medical  Informa- 
tion Bureau  (M.I.B.)  a  non-profit 
membership  organization  of  life 
insurance  companies  which 
operates  an  information  ex- 
change on  behalf  of  its 
members.  Upon  request  by 
another  member  insurance 
company  to  which  you  have  ap- 
plied for  life  or  health  insurance, 
or  to  which  a  claim  is  submit- 
ted, the  M.I.B.  will  supply  such 
company  with  the  information  it 
may  have  in  its  files. 

The  Company  may  also  release 
information  in  Its  file  to  its  rein- 
surers and  to  other  life  in- 
surance companies  to  which 
you  may  apply  for  life  or  health 
insurance,  or  to  which  a  claim 
is  submitted. 

Upon  receipt  of  a  request  from 
you,  the  M.I.B.  will  arrange  dis- 
closure of  any  information  it 
may  have  in  your  file.  Medical 
information  will  only  be  dis- 
closed to  your  attending  physi- 
cian. If  you  question  the  ac- 
curacy of  information  in  the 
Bureau's  file  you  may  seek  cor- 
rection in  accordance  with  the 
procedures  set  forth  in  the  Fed- 
eral Fair  Credit  Reporting  Act. 
The  address  of  the  Bureau's  in- 
formation office  is  P.O.  Box  105, 
Essex  Station,  Boston,  Mass. 
02112;  Phone  (617)  426-3660. 


Full  Name. 


ENROLLMENT  CARD  FOR  YEARLY  RENEWABLE  TERM 
LIFE  INSURANCE  FOR  MEMBERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

  Rirth  Date  


Last 

Permanent  Residence- 


First 


Middle 


Mo. 


Day 


Year 


Street 


City 


State 


Zip 


Name  of  Beneficiary. 


Example:  Print  "Helen  Louise  Jones.' 

 .  Year  .  


-Relationship,. 


Not  "Mrs.  H.  L.  Jones" 

_Post  No  State- 


Membership  Card  No  

I  apply  for  the  number  of  units  indicated: 

The  following  representations  shall  form  a  basis  for  the  Insurance  Company's  approval  or  rejection  of  this 
enrollment:  Answer  all  questions. 

Present  occupation?  ,  .  :  .  Are  you  now  actively  working? 

Yes  □      No  □ 


If  no,  give  reason  .  .  

Have  you  been  confined  in  a  hospital  within  the  last  year? 
length  of  stay  and  cause- 


No  □      Yes  □      If  yes,  give  date, 


During  the  last  five  years,  have  you  had  heart  disease,  circulatory  disease,  kidney  disease,  liver  disease, 
lung  disease,  diabetes,  or  cancer,  or  have  you  had  or  received  treatment  or  medication  for  high  blood 
pressure  or  alcoholism?      No  □  Yes  □      If  yes,  give  details  

I  represent  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  all  statements  and  answers  recorded  on  this  enrollment  card  are  true 
and  complete.  I  agree  that  this  enrollment  card  shall  be  a  part  of  any  insurance  granted  upon  it  under  the  policy. 
I  authorize  any  physician  or  other  person  who  has  attended  or  examined  me,  or  who  may  attend  or  examine  me,  to 
disclose  or  to  testify  to  any  knowledge  thus  acquired. 

Signature  of 

Dated  .  19   Applicant  

The  American  Legion  offers  this  Insurance  through  Transamerica  Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company, 

Home  Office:  Los  Angeles,  California 

GMA-300-19   l?-7q  (Univ.)  5K83 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  AND  AUTHORIZATION 

I  hiave  received  and  read  the  Notice  of  Disclosure  of  Information  at  left.  Further,  I  authorize  any 
physician,  medical  practitioner,  hospital,  clinic,  or  other  medical  or  medically  related  facility,  in- 
surance company,  the  Medical  Information  Bureau  or  other  organization,  institution  or  person 
having  any  records  or  know/ledge  of  me  or  of  my  health  to  give  Transamerica  Occidental  Life  In- 
surance Company  any  such  information. 

A  pliotographic  copy  of  this  authorization  shall  be  as  valid  as  the  original. 

Dated  ,  19       Signature  of  Applicant  . — 

□  I  apply  for  additional  Legion  Life  Insurance.   My  present  certificate  number  is  ^_ 


3731  $18.00    7302  $16.95    8953  $13.95 


HOW  THE  CLUB  WORKS: 


'Explicit  sex,  violence,  and/or  language 


You'll  receive  your  4  books  for  98(t  (plus  shipping  and  handling) 
and  your  free  WWII  maps  after  your  application  for  membership 
is  accepted.  We  reserve  the  right  to  reject  any  application. 
However,  once  accepted  as  a  member,  if  you  are  not  satisfied, 
return  the  4  books  within  10  days  at  Club  expense.  Your 
membership  will  be  cancelled  and  you'll  owe  nothing.  The  free 
maps  are  yours  to  keep  in  any  case.  About  every  4  weeks  (14 
times  a  year),  you'll  receive,  free,  the  Club's  magazine  describing 
the  coming  Selection(s)  and  Alternates.  In  addition,  up  to  4 
times  a  year  you  may  receive  offers  of  special  selections,  always 
at  discounts  off  publishers'  prices.  If  you  want  the  featured 
Selection(s),  do  nothing:  it  will  be  shipped  to  you  automatically. 
If  you  want  an  Alternate,  or  no  book  at  all,  indicate  your 
preference  on  the  order  form  and  return  it  by  the  date  specified. 
That  date  allows  you  10  days  to  decide.  If  you  receive  an 
unwanted  selection  because  you  had  less  than  10  days,  return  it 
at  Club  expense  and  owe  nothing.  Once  you've  purchased  just  4 
books  during  your  first  2  years  of  membership,  you  may  continue 
to  enjoy  Club  benefits  or  resign  at  any  time.  There  is  a  shipping 
and  handling  charge  on  all  books  shipped.  The  Military  Book  *■ 
Club  offers  its  own  complete  hardbound  editions,  sometimes 
altered  in  size  to  fit  special  presses,  saving  you  even  more. 


TWO 
FULL-COLOR 
24V2"x19" 
WWII  MAPS 


with 
membership 


Club  editions  save  you  up  to  30%  off 
the  publlsliers'  list  prices  quoted  above. 


military  Booh  [lub^ 

Dept.  ER-481,  ■  Garden  City,  N  Y.  11530 

Please  accept  my  application  for  membership  in  the  Military  Book 
Club  and  send  me  the  4  books  whose  numbers  I  have  printed  in  the 
boxes  below.  Bill  me  only  98ic  plus  shipping  and  handling  for  the  4 
books  I  understand  that  I  need  buy  only  4  more  books  at  regular  low 
Club  prices  during  the  first  2  years  of  my  membership  to  complete 
my  commitment.  My  membership  will  be  subiect  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  presented  m  this  ad.  Also  send  me  2  full-color  WWII  maps. 

No-risl<  guarantee:  If  not  delighted  after  examining  my  4 
selections,  I  may  return  the  books  within  10  days  at  Club  expense 
My  membership  will  be  cancelled  and  I  will  owe  nothing.  The  WWII 
maps  are  mine  to  keep  in  any  case. 


Mr 
Ms. 
Mrs. 


Address. 


(Please  print) 


Apt. 
.No._ 


City_ 


.  State. 


.Zip. 


Members  accepted  in  the  U.S  A.  and  Canada  only.  Canadian  members 
will  be  serviced  from  Canada.  Offer  slightly  different  in  Canada 

67-M249j 


Dateline  Washington 


Fighting  Crime  With  Clean  Cities! 

Can  abolition  of  graffiti,  garbage,  abandoned  buildings, 
broken  windows,  loitering  and  overt  prostitution  reduce 
community  fear  of  crime  and  lower  the  crime  rate  itself? 
The  National  Institute  of  Justice  (NIJ),  located  in  the  na- 
tion's capital,  has  awarded  the  Police  Foundation  of  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  $2  million  to  test  this  approach. 

Citizens'  apprehension  of  crime,  explains  NIJ,  may  not 
be  a  direct  result  of  criminal  acts,  but  rather  of  the  physi- 
cal and  social  signs  frequently  found  in  inner  cities.  Pilot 
projects  are  being  carried  out  in  Houston,  Texas,  and 
Newark,  N.J.,  to  test  the  hypothesis. 

Programs  have  been  created  to  eliminate  the  "nobody 
cares"  attitude  and  recreational  facilities  are  being  opened 
as  alternative  places  for  youths  to  gather. 

The  courts  also  have  agreed  to  do  their  share  by  sentenc- 
ing some  juvenile  delinquents  to  clean  up  vacant  lots  in 
their  neighborhoods  rather  than  placing  them  on  proba- 
tion. 

A  Light  On  Product  Liability 

An  explosion  of  lawsuits  and  court  decisions  involving 
product  liability  has  made  it  impossible  for  consumers  to 
know  their  rights  or  for  manufacturers  to  know  their  obli- 
gations without  expensive  legal  help,  according  to  Sen. 
Robert  W.  Kasten,  Jr.,  R-Wis.  Under  current  law  it  costs 
an  average  of  77  cents  in  legal  fees  for  a  consumer  to  re- 
cover 66  cents  in  damages,  the  senator  points  out.  He  has 
introduced  legislation  creating  federal  product  liability 
laws,  currently  controlled  by  the  states. 

Some  30  states  have  differing  liability  statutes,  notes 
the  senator,  and  the  buyer  pays  for  the  confusion  when 
increasing  insurance  rates  are  passed  on  in  the  form  of 
higher  retail  prices.  Figures  from  Sen.  Kasten's  office 
show,  for  example,  that  20  percent  of  the  price  you  pay  for 
a  stepladder  is  the  cost  of  product  liability  insurance  the 
manufacturer  must  pay. 

Meanwhile,  the  Reagan  administration  in  this  instance 
has  altered  its  philosophy  of  returning  government  opera- 
tions to  the  states,  by  endorsing  Sen.  Kasten's  legislation 
to  allow  the  federal  government  to  intervene. 

Making  English  Official  U.S.  Language 

Uncle  Sam  has  handed  out  approximately  $1  billion  in  the 
past  few  years  for  bilingual  education.  According  to  Sen. 
Walter  D.  Huddleston,  D-Kan.,  the  money  has  bought  "a 
program  that  strives  to  keep  separate  cultural  identities 
rather  than  a  program  that  strives  to  teach  English."  The 
senator,  along  with  several  colleagues,  hopes  to  reverse 
this  trend  with  the  introduction  of  legislation  making  En- 
glish the  official  language  of  the  United  States. 

The  federal  government,  argues  Sen.  Huddleston,  is  ac- 
tually aiding  in  the  resistance  to  speaking  English,  along 
with  elected  officials  who  are  yielding  to  pressure  from 
special  interest  groups  demanding  bilingualism.  Local, 
state  and  federal  agencies  are  now  having  to  print  hun- 
dreds of  forms  and  publications  in  different  languages  for 
use  in  this  country. 

The  bill,  according  to  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  would 
not  discourage  the  use  of  foreign  languages  in  private  con- 
texts. It  would,  however,  prevent  printing  of  ballots  in 
other  languages  and  would  permit  bilingual  education 
only  as  a  method  of  teaching  English. 


 PEOPLE  &  QUOTES  

High  Interest  Rates  1 — "Economists  who  continue  to 
claim  that  deficits  make  for  high  interest  rates  should 
climb  down  from  their  celestial  observatories  and  acquaint 
themselves  with  terrestrial  fact."  Treasury  Secretary 
Donald  Regan. 

High  Interest  Rates  2 — "The  reason  for  the  very  high 
level  of  the  long-term  real  interest  rates  is  undoubtedly 
the  unprecedented  level  of  the  budget  deficits  that  are  now 
predicted."  Martin  Feldstein,  chairman.  President's 
Council  of  Economic  Advisers. 

Innovation  Essential — "The  proper  lessons  must  be 
learned  from  the  past.  We  must  recognize  that  an  indus- 
trial society  geared  to  innovation  is  essential  if  we  wish  to 
preserve  our  standard  of  living."  Dr.  Walter  Seipp,  chair- 
man, Commerzbank,  AG.,  West  Germany. 

Steep  Price — "Age  is  a  high  price  to  pay  for  maturity." 
Tom  Stoppard,  playwright. 

Running  Rings  Around  Robots — "It's  conceivable 
that  someday  we  will  build  a  robot  that  will  learn,  that 
will  show  some  of  the  things  that  are  typically  human  such 
as  insight,  intuition,  creativity,  inspiration.  But  even  if  we 
do,  it  would  be  so  troublesome,  so  difficult,  we  would  have 
to  put  so  much  into  it,  that  it  wouldn't  be  cost  effective.  It 
wouldn't  be  worth  our  while.  Human  beings  can  do  it  so 
easily."  Isaac  Asimov,  author. 

Wants  Best  Minds — "Our  youth  deserve  to  be  taught 
by  the  best  minds  we  can  attract  to  our  schools  .  .  ."  Secre- 
tary of  Education  Terrel  Bell. 

Feminization  Of  Poverty — "What  we  are  seeing  in 
America  is  the  feminization  of  poverty.  More  than  70  per- 
cent of  all  people  living  in  poverty  in  this  country  are 
women."  Sen.  Bob  Packwood,  R-Ore. 

Constitutional  Guarantee — ".  .  .  Our  Constitution 
guarantees  equality,  not  superiority."  Former  Sen.  Sam.  J. 
Ervin,  Jr. 

Clip  Computer's  Claims — ".  .  .  The  computer  has  been 
invested  with  magical  power:  if  you  were  to  believe  our 
aroused  press,  the  computer  is  the  intellectual  equivalent 
of  the  anabolic  steroid,  destined  to  turn  six-year-olds  into 
Olympians  of  competency  testing.  The  only  predictable  re- 
sults of  this  stillness  will  be,  in  a  few  years,  strong  reac- 
tion against  the  exaggerated  claims  for  computing  and 
word-processing  ..."  A  Bartlett  Giamatti,  president,  Yale 
University. 

Space  Holds  The  Key — ".  .  .  We  do  not  have  to  stretch 
our  imagination  very  far  to  see  that  the  nation  that  con- 
trols space  may  control  the  world."  Edward  C.  Aldridge, 
Jr.,  undersecretary  of  the  Air  Force. 

Human  Rights  Myopia — ".  .  .  Many  governments  that 
call  themselves  non-aligned  are  remarkably  myopic  in  rec- 
ognizing what  communism  does  to  human  rights  wherever 
it  takes  hold."  Vice  President  George  Bush. 

Tell  That  To  The  Poles— "The  U.S.S.R.  .  .  .  does  not 
impose  its  social  order  on  anyone.  .  .  ."  Soviet  leader  Yuri 
V.  Andropov. 

A  Sublime  Achievement — "The  security  apparatus  is 
the  sublime  achievement  of  Soviet  civilization.  Subtlety 
and  true  art  go  into  Soviet  repression,  which  is  not  the 
crude  method  of  gendarmes  and  batons.  It  is  an  elegant, 
sophisticated  repression  that  is  the  Soviet's  true  achieve- 
ment .  .  ."  Edward  N.  Luttwack,  Center  for  Strategic  and 
International  Studies. 
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/^Makeup  to 
M2=-"anlioup 


Hundreds  ot  Foley-Belsaw  trained  men 
have  succeeded  m  this  fascinating 
and  highly  profitable  field  . 

YOU  Can  Do  It  Too! 


mmm 


you  begin  Foley-8eli 
INCOME  in  spaie  im 
professional  Key  Mai 


THE  MONE-,  COMNG 


iith  for  every  17,000  people! 
ret  CASH  PROFITS  Right  Away. 

o$i2  soar  hour  a  le*  oays  ale- 


FREE 

BOOKLCT! 


Tells  how  you  quickly 
tram  to  be  your  own  boss 
in  a  profitable  Sparetime 
or  Fulltime  business  of 
;  your  own. 

JJuPOHl  copy  today! 


Find  out  all  stout  It! 
HUSH  COUPON! 


lO-UY 

NO  RISK  FOLE^^BELSAW  INSTITIITE 

TRIAL!     10359  Field  BIdg. 

V;,;,;;:  Kansas  City.  MO  64111 


There  Is  NO  OBLIGATION  and  NO  SALESMAN  Will  Call-ever! 


IXjilYBELSiW  INSTITIITE 
1 0359  Field  BIdg.,  Kansas  City,  Mo,  641 1 1 
Please  rush  FREE  Book  "Keys  to  your  future  " 


SUBURBAN 
GARDENERS: 


^%  At  Last!  A  Small  Tiller 
That  Works! 

Forget  about  big, 
clumsy  yarik-you-along 
tillers  forever! 

The  Mantis  tills  a 
sensible  6"- 9"  wide 
(not  20"  or  more  like 
big  tillers).  Mantis 
weighs  just  20  lbs.  (not 
200  to  300  lbs.).  Mantis' 
tines  are  so  rugged 
they're  warranted 
unbreakable  for  life... 
Mantis'  engine  is  so 
durable  we  give  you  a 
lifetime  replacement 
agreement.  Mantis'  tines  go  through 
tough  soil  like  a  chain  saw  goes  through 
wood.  No  jerking,  no  yanking  you 
along. ..and  Mantis  turns  on  a  dime! 
Put  ttie  fun  back  in  gardening. 

ON  SALE  UNTIL  DEC.  31st  ONLY! 


TILLS  DEEP! 
WEEDS  FAST 


For  more  information  write 
Mantis  Manufacturing  Co. 

1458  County  Line  Rd  Dept  339 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006 


Name  

Address 

City  

State 


Zip 


Lettei's 


Retirement 

•As  a  retiree,  I  read  with  special  in- 
terest "Retirement:  Spring  of  Hope,  Or 
Winter  Of  Despair?"  (October),  an  in- 
formative and  beneficial  article  for 
those  planning  retirement  and  the  al- 
ready retired.  The  cover  also  vividly 
displays  a  happy  time  in  an  older  per- 
son's life — as  it  should  be. 

Lawrence  Pellegrino 
Hamilton  Square,  N.J. 

•I'm  retired,  but  if  I  had  waited  for 
"Spring  Of  Hope"  I'd  still  be  working.  I 
think  the  author  should  get  down  from 
his  perch  and  see  how  the  other  half 
lives  on  the  bottom  of  the  ladder.  They 
surely  can't  use  his  financial  advice. 

Joe  Colmer 
Springfield,  Mo. 

•This  article  is  right  on  target.  How- 
ever, I  would  like  to  add  to  the 
postscript  "Where  To  Find  Out  More," 
that  many  thousands  of  veterans  are 
federal  employees  or  retirees,  and  they 
can  learn  the  facts  about  their  Civil 
Service  retirement  system  through 
membership  in  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Retired  Federal  Employees 
(NARFE),  1533  New  Hampshire  Ave., 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20036. 

Wm.  G.  Magin 
Canandaigua,  N.Y. 

Merchant  Marine 

•  The  superior  article  "Merchant 
Marine  In  Decline"  (September)  suc- 
cinctly and  objectively  explains  the 
horrendous  plight  of  America's 
maritime  fleet.  Author  Vernon  Pizer 
makes  well-reasoned  recommen- 
dations to  correct  the  problems  facing 
the  Merchant  Marine  today,  and 
makes  proposals  the  Seafarers  Inter- 
national heartily  endorses. 

Frank  Drozak 
Seafarers  International  Union 
Camp  Springs,  Md. 

•This  article  is  based  on  the  presump- 
tion that  the  next  world  war  will  be 
fought  like  the  last  one.  A  giant  mer- 
chant fleet  is  unnecessary  for  a  war 
that  will  last  only  a  few  minutes. 

F.  Daniel  Aithoff 
Atlantic  Beach,  Fla. 

•I  support  the  views  expressed  in  this 

Letters  published  do  not  necessarily  ex- 
press the  policy  of  The  A  merican  Legion. 
We  reserve  the  right  to  both  edit  and 
select  letters  for  publication. 


article.  American  ship  owners  who  fly 
the  flag  of  convenience  (foreign  regis- 
try) should  be  stopped.  They  avoid 
U.S.  taxes,  U.  S.  safety  regulations, 
and  offer  substandard  wages  and  liv- 
ing conditions.  Grain  going  to  Russia 
should  be  shipped  80  percent  on  Amer- 
ican flag  ships.  We  must  rebuild  our 
merchant  fleet. 

William  E.  King 
Wildwood,  N.J. 

Highways 

•Re:  "America's  Decaying  Highways" 
(August),  I  wish  to  point  out  that  on 
California's  four-lane  highways  trucks 
customarily  drive  in  the  slow  lane,  on 
the  right.  To  determine  the  difference 
between  damage  done  by  trucks  and 
by  passenger  automobiles,  drive  in  the 
slow  lane  for  a  few  miles,  then  switch 
over  to  the  fast  lane  on  the  inside  and 
notice  the  difference  in  the  ride.  It  be- 
comes obvious  that  the  heavy  trucks 
are  doing  major  damage  to  the  high- 
ways, and  some  solution  must  be 
reached  that  is  fair  to  all. 

John  K.  Hass 
Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 

September 

•After  reading  "That  Fateful  Septem- 
ber" (September),  I  realized  that 
mankind's  efforts  to  achieve  peace 
through  war  and  declarations  have 
never  accomplished  anything.  The 
world  is  the  same  as  it  was  200  years 
ago,  with  everyone  blaming  everyone 
else  for  society's  problems. 

Valjon  Levis 
Boulder  City,  Nev. 

Fishing 

•"Fall  Bluegills,  Fine  Fishing"  (Sep- 
tember) is  a  winner.  As  I  fish  mostly 
for  bream  and  bass,  I  agree  with  the 
author's  method.  During  spring  and 
summer  months  I've  found  the  red 
worms  and  night  crawlers  to  be  the 
all-around  bait  when  catching  these 
fish.  By  reading  this  article  I'm  sure 
readers  will  have  better  fishing  expe- 
riences during  the  fall  months. 

JoANN  Johnston 
McCool,  Miss. 

Etcetera 

•The  monthly  magazines  arrive  only 
to  pile  up  on  the  coffee  table.  Most  are 
a  waste  of  money  —  except  my  hus- 
band's American  Legion  Magazine.  It's 
unassuming,  never  flashy  or  sensa- 
tional. Even  the  logo  "For  God  and 
( Continued  on  page  3  7) 
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Due  to  the  soaring  cost  of  GENUINE   |^0W  88 
LEATHER,  we  cannot  hold  this      ONLY       1  M 
price  much  longer.  Order  now!  ■  ^ 


Easy-walking  cus^roned-  crepe  sole 


Good-looking,  durable 
stitching  throughout 


15-DAY  RISK-FREE  TRIAL 

Try  your  shoes  in  the  comfort  of  your  home 
for  15  full  days  WITH  ABSOLUTELY  NO  OBLI- 
GATION! If  you  are  not  completely  delighted 
with  their  fit,  comfort  and  quality,  return  them 
for  a  full,  prompt,  no-questions-asked  refund 
of  your  purchase  price  (except  post.  &  hdlg/ 


GENUINE  LEATHER 

Step  into  style  that's  fit  for  a  prince— our  trim,  masculine  "Romeo"  of  richly 
tanned  genuine  leather.  It's  a  regal  lool<  at  a  pittance  of  a  price!  Slipper- 
type  styling  with  elastic  inserts  at  the  sides  gives  you  slip-on-and-off  com- 
fort, yet  grips  your  foot  for  a  perfect  fit.  And  the  walking  is  easy  on  crepe 
soles  that  cushion  every  step.  Here's  one  shoe  that's  elegant  enough  to 
wear  with  business  suits  . . .  casual  enough  to  wear  with  jeans.  Don't  miss 
out  on  this  remarkable  value— order  now! 
Men's  sizes  7,  7V2,  8,  8V2,  9,  m,  10,  ^QV^,  11  and  12. 
Widths  B/C  (medium),  D/E  (wide).  (M281634B)-Brown;  (M281642B)-Black. 
Only  $17.88  pr.,  2  pr.  for  $33.00 


Not!4e:..Not33€r 

$1^88 
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NOW 
ONLY 

SAVE  EVEN  MORE! 
2  Pairs  for  Only  $33.00 


NO-NONSENSE  GUARANTEE 

The  best  merchandise  at  a  low  price  de- 
livered in  a  hurry  .  .  .  that's  real  VALUE. 
You  must  be  delighted  with  your  purchase 
or  we'll  refund  your  money  FASTI  (except 
postage  &  handling)  no  questions  asked! 
We  guarantee  it  .  .  .  in  writing! 

LEATHER  IS  BETTER! 
HERE'S  WHY:  Unlike  vinyl,  leather  "breathes" 
allowing  moisture  to  escape  and  evaporate.  It 
insulates  to  keep  your  foot  cooler  in  summer, 
warmer  in  winter.  And  it  conforms  to  fit  the 
contours  of  your  foot.  No  man-made  material 
can  match  it! 

Old  Village  Shop  Hanover,  PA  17333 


 SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED-MAIL  TODAY!- 

OLD  VILLAGE  SHOP,  Dept.  VM-4135,  BIdg.  #9,  Hanover,  PA  17333 

Please  rush          Palr(s)  of  "Romeo"  Genuine 

Leather  Shoes.  Print  Name   

□  Single-pair  price:  $17.88  plus  $1.90  post- 
age &  handling.  aririrp^.; 

□  Two-pair  price:  $33.00  plus  $3.50  postage  "uu'e=>^  

&  handling. 

 pr(s)  Brown  (IV:281634B)  State   

Size(s)   Width(s)  

 pr(s)  Black  (M281642B)  City 

Size(s)   Width(s)  


-Zip 


(Please  add  $2.00  for  wide  width.) 

Enclosed  is$  (check or  money  order) 

CHARGE  IT:  □  American  Express  □  MasterCard 

□  Diners  Club    □  Visa 
Acc't  no.  Exp.  date   


□  Check  here  and  send  SO*  for  year's  sub- 
scription to  our  catalog  of  shoe  values  for 
men  and  women  (M289892X).  Our  policy  is 
to  process  all  orders  promptly.  Credit  card 
orders  are  processed  upon  credit  approval. 
Delays  notified  promptly.  Shipment  guaran- 
  teed  within  60  days. 

.  ©  H.H.I.,  Inc.,  1983  


The  Whys  Of 


Today  we  kiss  under  the 
mistletoe,  but  the  ancient 
Druid's  required  enemies  to 
lay  down  arms  and  exchange 
peaceful  greetings. 


By  Ruth  Pittman 

Each  Christmas  Eve  military  men  and 
women,  who  normally  scan  the  skies 
over  the  United  States  and  Canada  for 
unfriendly  visitors,  track  the  progress 
of  a  sleigh  bearing  a  jolly  man  in  a  red 
suit.  That  tradition  was  born  more 
than  25  years  ago  when  a  youngster  in 
Colorado  Springs,  trying  to  reach  a 
department  store's  Santa,  dialed  a 
wrong  number.  Instead  of  Santa 
Claus,  the  child  found  himself  talking 
to  then  Air  Force  Col.  Harry  Shoup  of 
the  North  American  Air  Defense 
Command.  The  father  of  three  and  a 
quick  thinker,  Shoup  assured  the  child 
that  he  was,  indeed,  Santa;  the  boy 
then  confided  his  Christmas  wishes. 
That  conversation  inspired  the  colonel 
to  devise  a  program  in  which  more 
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than  50,000  Canadians  and  Americans 
each  Christmas  tune  their  tracking 
devices  to  detect  sleigh  bells  as  well  as 
the  sounds  of  unidentified  aircraft. 

According  to  Jennings  Parrott,  writ- 
ing in  the  Los  Angeles  Times,  even  the 
air  traffic  controllers'  strike,  though 
weeks  earlier,  would  not  have  fore- 
stalled the  arrival  of  the  famed  sleigh. 
An  official  directive  issued  by  Federal 
Aviation  Administrator  J.  Lynn 
Helms  notified  control  towers  across 
the  land  that,  "I  hereby  create  and 
authorize  one  extra  landing  slot  for  all 
airfields  .  .  .  for  the  period  1800  hours 
local  time  on  December  24,  1981, 
through  0600  local  time  on  December 
25  ...  to  vehicle  Serial  Number  S-1." 
Nor  would  bad  weather  cause  the 
sleigh  to  be  delayed  or  rerouted,  ac- 
cording to  Parrott.  That  same  year. 


members  of  the  NORAD  team  at 
Malstrom  Air  Force  Base  in  Montana 
came  up  with  a  special  system  for 
directional  assistance.  Called  the 
Reindeer  Uni-directional  Omniloca- 
tional  Positioning  Hardware 
(RUDOLPH,  for  short),  the  system 
guides  the  "miniature  sleigh  and  eight 
tiny  reindeer"  on  a  safe  journey 
through  the  foulest  weather. 

Most  of  the  other  delightful  tradi- 
tions that  surround  the  happy  cele- 
bration of  Christmas  aren't  as  well 
based  in  history.  In  fact,  celebrants 
around  the  world  trim  trees,  light 
candles  and  exchange  gifts  without 
giving  much  thought  to  the  origin  of 
those  customs.  Even  the  date  of  the  sa- 
cred holiday  is  suspect,  because  most 
theologians  agree  that  the  Christ  Child 
probably  wasn't  born  in  winter,  but 
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more  likely  in  the  spring;  references  in 
many  scriptures  mention  young  lambs 
and  other  new-born  animals,  sure  signs 
of  spring.  Why,  then,  December  25? 

According  to  the  Julian  calendar, 
that  date  marked  the  winter  solstice, 
observed  by  pagans  as  the  birthday  of 
the  Unconquered  Sun.  The  Romans 
spent  the  last  two  weeks  of  December 
paying  tribute  to  Saturn,  their  god  of 
agriculture.  In  Persia  (Iran)  a  major 
celebration  was  held  about  the  same 
time  to  honor  Mithra,  the  god  of  light, 
while  Teutonic  tribes  of  Northern 
Europe  feasted  and  drank  in  honor  of 
their  diety,  Wodin.  The  word 
"Yuletide"  is  thought  to  have  origi- 
nated with  that  festival.  Many 
authorities  believe  the  Christian  holi- 
day was  deliberately  substituted  for 
those  pagan  orgies.  In  any  event,  for 
the  first  three  centuries  of  the  Chris- 
tian era,  Christmas  was  celebrated  on 
varying  days  of  the  year  and  it  wasn't 
until  the  end  of  the  fourth  century 
that  the  custom  of  observing  the  holi- 
day on  December  25  became  almost 
universal. 

Another  group  of  pagans,  the  Druids 
of  old  Britain,  are  credited  with  adding 
mistletoe  to  the  festivities.  Those  an- 
cients regarded  the  parasitic  plant  as 
sacred  and  mysterious,  a  symbol  of  life 
and  the  sun.  Enemies  who  met  in  the 
forest  beneath  its  pearly  berries  were 
required  to  lay  down  their  weapons 
and  exchange  peaceful  greetings. 
From  that  convention  comes  the  sweet 
tradition  of  the  kiss  under  the  mis- 
tletoe, supposed  surety  for  a  long  and 
happy  life  for  lovers. 

The  use  of  other  greenery,  including 
holly,  ivy  and  laurel  branches  during 
Yule  celebrations,  was  discouraged  by 
early  church  officials  because  of  the 
plants'  association  with  non-Christian 
festivities.  Jews  of  old,  however,  used 
branches  of  trees  to  adorn  the  booths 
they  set  up  for  their  autumn  celebra- 
tion, the  Feast  of  Tabernacles.  Romans 
exchanged  similar  boughs  with  their 
friends  to  court  good  luck,  and  decor- 
ated their  homes  with  the  branches,  as 
well  as  with  garlands  and  flowers,  in 
preparation  for  the  observance  of  their 
rowdy  Saturnalia.  Often  during  those 
celebrations,  they  would  parade 
through  the  streets  carrying  laurel  or 
small  trees  adorned  with  lighted  can- 
dles. 

The  most  important  piece  of  green- 
ery in  Yuletide  celebrations  is,  of 
course,  the  Christmas  tree,  whose  be- 
ginnings are  rooted  in  medieval  Ger- 
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man  mystery  plays.  The  most  popular 
of  those  plays  was  the  Paradise,  de- 
picting the  expulsion  of  Adam  and  Eve 
from  the  Garden  of  Eden,  which  was 
represented  by  a  fir  tree  hung  with 
apples.  When  the  play  was  staged  in 
church,  the  tree  was  often  ringed  with 
candles.  Soon,  the  Paradise  tree  found 
its  way  into  homes  and,  before  long,  its 
boughs  were  trimmed  with  bits  of 
pastry  in  the  shape  of  stars,  bells, 
hearts  and  angels,  in  addition  to  the 
apples.  By  the  middle  of  the  17th  cen- 
tury, candles  and  glittering  decora- 
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tions  had  been  added.  Early  in  the 
19th  century.  Queen  Victoria's 
German-born  consort.  Prince  Albert, 
introduced  the  Christmas  tree  to  his 
wife's  subjects  in  England.  Charles 
Fallen,  a  German  professor  at  Harvard 
University,  is  credited  with  having  set 
up  this  country's  first  tree  in  1832. 

The  presence  of  candles  in  the  cele- 
bration, whether  in  an  east-facing 
window,  as  in  Ireland,  or  on  the 
branches  of  the  Christmas  tree,  a 
dangerously  popular  practice  in  this 
country  before  the  advent  of  electric- 
ity, is  also  a  traditional  part  of  the 
holiday. 

No  custom  of  Christmas,  however,  is 
quite  so  endearing — or  so  trying — as 
the  tradition  of  exchanging  gifts, 
thought  to  descend  from  the  Romans. 
During  the  Saturnalia,  residents  of 
ancient  Rome  exchanged  presents  of 
pastry,  lamps,  precious  stones  and 
coins.  The  "honeyed  gifts"  of  pastry 
were  offered  to  make  life  sweeter, 
lamps  to  assure  a  bright  future,  and 
gems  and  coins  to  provide  for  the  com- 
ing year.  In  Egypt,  when  the  winter 
solstice  arrived,  parents  would  place 
gifts  on  the  tombs  of  their  children 
who  had  died. 

In  those  early  days,  as  today, 
Christmas  was  for  the  children,  ac- 
counting for  the  presence  of  Good 


Saint  Nick,  or  a  counterpart,  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  world.  In  most  Euro- 
pean countries,  the  Child  Jesus  brings 
the  gifts;  in  Spain,  it's  el  Nino  Jesus 
who  places  gifts  in  front  of  the  crib. 
Russian  children  eagerly  await  the 
arrival  of  the  old  woman  Babushka 
(grandmother)  who  brings  their  toys. 

But  Saint  Nick  is  still  the  most 
popular  of  the  gift  givers.  Patron  saint 
of  children,  he  was  a  bishop  who  lived 
during  the  fourth  century.  When  left  a 
fortune  on  the  death  of  his  parents,  he 
shared  it  extensively  and  stories  of  his 
generosity  were  told  and  retold 
throughout  Lycia,  his  province.  Cal- 
vinists  in  Holland  tried  to  replace  St. 
Nicholas  with  the  Nordic  "Christmas 
Man,"  but  they  didn't  succeed,  except 
to  erase  his  religious  past.  He  still  ar- 
rives on  a  white  charger  on  the  eve  of 
St.  Nicholas'  Day,  December  6.  Called 
Sinter  Klaas,  he  reached  New  York 
during  the  late  18th  century  and  soon 
became  Santa  Claus,  with  the  date  of 
his  arrival  moved  to  Christmas  Eve. 
His  physical  appearance  wasn't  estab- 
lished, however,  until  publication  of 
Clement  C.  Moore's  delightful  poem, 
"A  Visit  from  Saint  Nicholas,"  on  De- 
cember 23,  1823. 

The  Christian  significance  of  gift 
giving  is  undoubtedly  based  on  the 
wise  men  who  honored  the  Child  soon 
after  His  birth.  Until  the  sixth  cen- 
tury, the  number  of  those  Magi  who 
visited  the  manger  in  Bethlehem 
hadn't  been  fixed.  Early  paintings  de- 
picted two  kings,  or  three,  often  even 
four  or  more.  The  tradition  of  just 
three  probably  came  about  because 
only  three  gifts  were  named  in  scrip- 
tures. "We  three  kings  of  Orient  are," 
the  old  carol  says,  going  on  to  list  the 
gold,  myrrh  and  frankincense  those 
wise  men  are  said  to  have  laid  beside 
the  crib  of  the  new-bom  Savior. 

Singing  is  among  the  most  time- 
honored  of  our  holiday  rituals,  with 
the  word  "carol"  descending  from  the 
Greek  "choraulein,"  meaning  a  dance 
accompanied  by  the  music  of  flutes.  On 
Christmas,  choir  boys  in  Seville, 
Spain,  and  in  England  used  to  perform 
ring-dances  to  the  music  of  singing 
and  that  practice  was  inspiration  for 
the  old  carol  "Tomorrow  Shall  Be  My 
Dancing  Day."  Caroling  in  public,  an 
ancient  custom,  was  revived  in  Boston 
in  1908  and  in  St.  Louis  the  following 
year.  Today,  few  sights  are  more  famil- 
iar on  the  Christmas  scene  than  a 
group  of  carolers  singing  lustily  while 
{ Continued  on  page  39) 
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W  U  1\  "draw  the  line" 


Doorstep 


in  Central 
America? 


By  Philip  C.  Clarke 


Today,  the  red  flag  of  the  Soviet  Union  flies  90  miles  from 
our  shores  and  hordes  of  Soviet-bloc  intruders  roam  the 
Western  Hemisphere,  sowing  the  seeds  of  Lenin's  revolution. 
The  revolutionaries'  immediate  target  is  Central  America, 
where  decades  of  poverty  and  Free  World  neglect  invite 
Communist  takeover.  Their  ultimate  aim  is  to  supplant  the 
Monroe  Doctrine  with  the  Brezhnev  Doctrine,  proclaiming 
Soviet  military  hegemony  over  "liberated"  lands. 

But  Washington  has  awakened.  Our  government  now 
seeks  to  shield  the  fragile  forces  of  democracy  with  military 
aid,  while  searching  for  lasting  remedies  to  the  region's 
agonizing  socio-economic  ills.  Success  or  failure  depends  on 
whether  America  draws  the  line  against  further  Communist 
aggression  in  Central  America  now  or  later. 
Later  may  be  too  late. 

A  secret  strategy  meeting  took  place  in  December  1979 
in  Fidel  Castro's  heavily  guarded  "war  room"  in 
Havana.  Attending  the  meeting,  according  to  U.S.  in- 
telligence sources,  were  leaders  of  El  Salvador's  Com- 
munist Party  and  of  the  country's  five  "leftist  ter- 
rorist groups."  The  Cuban  dictator  was  blunt:  the 
Salvadorans  must  quit  quarreling  among  themselves 
and  unite  in  a  "democratic  front"  of  all  leftist 
forces,  Marxist  and  non-Marxist.  This  would  win 
sympathy  and  support  for  the  revolution  around  the 
world,  the  United  States  included.  The  Com- 
munist triumph  would  soon  follow. 

The  tactics,  Castro  reminded  the  Salvado- 


Soviet-supported  Salvadoran  guerillas, 
such  as  this  young  insurgent  armed 
with  an  M-16,  thus  far  have  failed  to 
defeat  El  Salvador's  22,000-man 
regular  army. 
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rans,  had  succeeded  elsewhere,  most 
recently  in  Nicaragua,  where  Marxist 
guerrillas  calling  themselves  "San- 
dinistas" had  taken  over  six  months 
earlier.  El  Salvador  would  be  next  in 
the  "liberation"  of  Central  America. 
Then  Guatemala,  and  the  others. 
Honduras,  too  weak  to  resist,  would  be 
used  as  the  main  corridor  for 
infiltration  of  arms  and  supplies.  The 
guerrilla  war  would  have  the  full 
backing  of  "progressive"  forces  every- 
where. 

The  Salvadorans,  impressed  by  the 
Cuban  leader,  his  military  power  and 
his  Soviet  backing,  readily  agreed  to 
the  plan  of  action.  Conditions  in  El 
Salvador  were  ripe  for  Havana's 
exploitation.  Ruled  by  military  dic- 
tators and  juntas  for  nearly  50  years, 
the  5V2  million  Salvadorans  struggled 
to  survive  in  poverty  and  illiteracy. 
Lawlessness  and  political  corruption 
were  endemic.  World  recession  had 
crippled  their  economy. 

Two  months  before  the  Havana 
strategy  conference,  a  military-civilian 
junta  had  taken  over  from  a  right- 
wing  military  dictatorship  in  a  blood- 
less coup,  and  promised  amnesty  for 
political  prisoners  and  free  elections. 
The  junta  then  announced  a  land- 
reform  program  designed  to  divide  and 
redistribute  El  Salvador's  large  pri- 
vate holdings  among  several  thousand 
poor  farm  workers  and  their  families. 
It  also  moved  to  nationalize  the  banks 
and  other  financial  institutions. 

Salvadoran  leftists  denounced  the 
middle-of-the-road  junta  as  a  sham 
and  demanded  an  end  to  decades  of 
domination  by  an  oligarchy  of  wealthy 
landowners.  Terrorists  on  the  left  set 
out  to  sabotage  the  junta's  democ- 
ratization efforts.  Thousands  of  civil- 
ians were  caught  in  the  crossfire  and 
killed  or  wounded.  Among  the  murder 
victims:  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
Romero  and  three  American  nuns  and 
a  lay  worker.  Angry  rightists  also 
reacted  against  the  junta  by  unleash- 
ing paramilitary  "death  squads" 
against  leftist  enemies  and  democratic 
reformers  alike. 

By  late  1979,  the  Communist-led  in- 
surgents were  ready  for  action  behind 
a  facade  of  democratic  unity  and  re- 
spectability. After  meetings  in 
Havana,  they  proclaimed  a  "Demo- 
cratic Revolutionary  Front"  (FDR)  as 
their  political  arm;  a  "United  Revolu- 
tionary Directorate"  (URD)  to  consoli- 
date Marxist  control,  and  the  so-called 
"Farabundo  Marti  Liberation  Front" 


(FMLN) — named  after  the  martyred 
founder  of  the  Salvadoran  Communist 
Party — to  command  the  guerrillas.  By 
prearrangement,  the  FMLN  set  up 
headquarters  in  the  Nicaraguan  capi- 
tal, Managua.  Soon  afterward,  hun- 
dreds of  young  Salvadoran  rebels  were 
being  sent  to  Cuba  and  Nicaragua  for 
training  and  indoctrination. 

A  Department  of  Defense/Depart- 
ment of  State  "Background  Paper: 
Central  America"  (May  27,  1983)  re- 
vealed the  international  character  of 
the  Salvadoran  revolution:  "In  April 
1980,  Salvadoran  guerrillas  met  in  the 
Hungarian  Embassy  in  Mexico  City 
with  representatives  of  Cuba,  the 
USSR,  Bulgaria,  East  Germany,  Po- 
land and  Vietnam  to  discuss  the  guer- 
rillas' weapons  needs."  Later,  a  guer- 
rilla delegation  flew  to  Moscow  and, 
with  Soviet  endorsement,  traveled  on 
to  East  Germany,  Bulgaria,  Vietnam 
and  Ethiopia.  An  initial  installment  of 
800  tons  of  arms  began  clandestinely 
arriving  in  El  Salvador  by  sea,  land 
and  air. 

In  January  1981,  armed  to  the  teeth 
and  confident  of  victory,  a  5,000-man 
guerrilla  force  launched  what  the 
FMLN  called  a  "final  offensive"  to 
bring  down  the  government  and  rout 
its  22,000-man  army.  The  rebels,  how- 
ever, underestimated  their  adver- 
saries. The  El  Salvadoran  army  stif- 
fened and  fought  back.  The  insurgents 


withdrew  to  regroup  and  attack  an- 
other day.  The  junta,  headed  at  the 
time  by  Jose  Napoleon  Duarte,  a  polit- 
ical moderate  and  El  Salvador's  first 
civilian  president  in  49  years,  had 
survived. 

The  revolutionaries  also  misjudged 
American  reaction.  Before  leaving 
office  in  1980,  President  Jimmy  Car- 
ter, given  conclusive  evidence  of 
large-scale  Cuban  and  Soviet-bloc  in- 
volvement in  the  insurrection,  lifted 
an  embargo  on  arms  for  the  Salvado- 
ran government,  imposed  in  1977  to 
protest  human  rights  abuses.  Al- 
though only  $5  million  in  emergency 
combat  equipment  was  initially  pro- 
vided, the  U.S.  aid  gave  El  Salvador's 
beleaguered  democratic  forces  new 
hope. 

The  struggle  soon  took  on  wider  di- 
mensions. In  February  1981,  President 
Ronald  Reagan  sent  the  first  18  U.S. 
military  advisers  to  El  Salvador.  (The 
number  was  later  increased  to  55.) 
Congress  was  urged  to  increase  both 
military  and  economic  aid  to  friendly 
governments  in  the  embattled  region, 
as  well  as  endorse  U.S.  aid  and  back- 
ing for  anti-Sandinista  exiles  staging 
raids  into  Nicaragua  from  Honduras. 

These  freedom  fighters,  called  "con- 
tras"  by  the  Sandinistas,  quickly  grew 
into  the  thousands,  forcing  Nicaragua 
to  reinforce  border  defenses.  In  the 
Continued  .  .  . 
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American  military  advisers  train 
Salvadoran  battalion  "Arce,"  of  1 ,100 
men  in  Honduras. 


south,  an  independent  anti-Sandinista 
group,  headed  by  Eden  Pastora,  a 
former  hero  of  the  anti-Somoza  fight 
and  known  as  "Commander  Zero,"  also 
mounted  raids  against  the  Sandinis- 
tas. They  were  joined  by  thousands  of 
Miskito  and  other  Indian  tribes  resist- 
ing the  Sandinista's  ruthless  drive  to 
uproot  them  from  their  native  villages.  < 

The  newly  forged  Moscow-^ 
Havana-Managua  axis  plotted  counter  <n 
moves.  The  Salvadoran  insurgents  re-  g 
sorted  to  a  familiar  Marxist  ploy:  talk-  o 
ing  about  peace  while  secretly  rearm-  q- 
ing  for  a  bigger  war.  To  direct  the 
build  up  for  war,  FMLN  headquarters 
in  Managua  became  a  highly  sophisti- 
cated command-and-control  center. 
The  Nicaraguan  capital  swarmed  with 
thousands  of  advisers,  trainers, 
teachers  and  technicians  from  Cuba 
and  Eastern  Europe.  Also  represented 
were  Vietnam,  North  Korea,  Libya 
and  the  PLO  —  all  eager  for  a  role  in 
the  newly  proclaimed  "revolution 
without  frontiers." 

Meanwhile,  the  Sandinista  regime 
was  amassing  the  largest  military 
force  in  Central  American  history: 
25,000  regular  troops,  50,000  trained 
reserves,  more  than  100,000  home 
guards.  Neighborhood  "defense  com- 
mittees," patterned  after  Cuba's,  kept 
tight  watch  on  internal  security  and 
on  Nicaragua's  3  million  people. 

Having  built  up  its  military 
power — and  with  the  Marxists  now  in 
full  control  —  the  Sandinistas  reneged 
on  pledges  of  democracy  at  home.  The 
nine-man  Directorate  postponed  elec- 
tions until  1985,  and  then  they  will  be 
held  for  the  expressed  purpose  of 
ratifying  Sandinista  control. 
Nicaragua  also  censored  or  closed  the 
independent  press,  nationalized  most 
businesses  and  began  systematically 
to  undermine  the  influence  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  to  which  95 
percent  of  the  people  belong. 

Hundreds  of  captured  National 
Guardsmen  were  executed,  or  impris- 
oned without  trial.  Thousands  of 
others,  including  many  who  fought 
against  Somoza — the  former  Nicara- 
guan dictator — fled  the  country  in  dis- 
may and  disillusionment.  Said  Miguel 
Bolanos  Hunter,  who  until  his  defec- 
tion was  a  high-ranking  Sandinista 
security  officer:  "...  Everybody  is  a 
slave  of  the  National  Directorate."  In 
Washington,  former  U.S.  Ambassador 
to  Cuba  Earl  E.  T.  Smith  warned  the 
House  Subcommittee  on  Appropria- 
tions in  early  1980  against  continuing 


aid  to  the  Sandinistas.  "Nicaragua," 
he  said,  "is  Cuba  all  over  again." 

On  Aug.  25,  1981,  the  Sandinistas 
dropped  all  pretense  of  democracy. 
"Our  doctrine,"  proclaimed  the  Direc- 
torate's Humberto  Ortego,  "is 
Marxism-Leninism." 

In  El  Salvador,  Marxism-Leninism 
translated  into  more  violence.  Meeting 
in  Havana  in  December  1981,  Fidel 
Castro  ordered  a  new  guerrilla  offen- 
sive aimed  at  disrupting  elections  for  a 
Salvadoran  constituent  assembly  on 
March  28,  1982— elections  the  guer- 
rilla front  had  spurned.  Towns  and  vil- 
lages were  attacked,  army  convoys 
ambushed,  voting  places  destroyed, 
highways  blocked.  Salvadorans  were 
warned:  "Vote  today,  die  tonight." 

In  defiance,  more  than  80  percent  of 
the  eligible  voters  turned  out  to  elect 
an  overwhelmingly  democratic  as- 
sembly. Hundreds  of  independent  ob- 
servers and  foreign  journalists  verified 
the  election's  honesty.  After  a  month 
of  political  haggling,  Alvaro  Alfredo 
Magana,  a  moderate  conservative, 
succeeded  Duarte  as  El  Salvador's 
provisional  president.  The  controver- 
sial Roberto  d'Aubisson,  a  former 
army  major  whose  right-wing 
Nationalist  Republican  Alliance 
(ARENA)  had  led  all  parties  in  the 
March  voting,  was  persuaded  to  accept 
a  secondary  role  as  assembly  pres- 
ident. The  stage  was  set  for  national 
elections  early  in  1984  to  choose  a 
new,  four-year  government. 

For  the  Communists,  this  exercise  of 
the  democratic  process  was  a  stunning 
setback  calling  for  new  tactics.  Meet- 
ing again  in  Havana,  Castro  and  his 
cohorts  ordered  an  all-out  guerrilla 
war  in  El  Salvador.  By  October  1982, 
equipped  with  new  weapons  and  im- 
proved communications  equipment, 
the  Salvadoran  rebels  were  striking 
targets  throughout  the  country. 

U.S.  newsmen  accompanying  the 


guerrillas  sent  back  stories  and  photo- 
graphs of  heroic-looking  rebel  com- 
manders haranguing  public  rallies  in 
occupied  towns  and  villages.  But  when 
persuasion  failed,  tactics  changed.  On 
December  13,  the  guerrillas  attacked 
the  town  of  San  Sebastian  and  kid- 
napped 200  of  its  inhabitants.  The  EI 
Salvador  News  Gazette,  a  Spanish- 
English  newspaper,  described  what 
happened:  "In  a  scene  reminiscent  of 
Nazi  stormtrooper  tactics,  100  heavily 
armed  guerrillas  surrounded  the  dusty 
soccer  field  .  .  .  and  rounded  up  the 
men,  women,  children  and  both  teams 
and  marched  them  into  the  hills.  The 
National  Guard  was  alerted,  but  the 
contingent  was  too  small  to  hold  back 
the  attackers  .  .  ." 

Many  of  the  kidnapped  victims  were 
forced  to  join  guerrillas  as  weapons 
carriers  or  were  used  as  human  shields 
in  subsequent  shootouts  with  govern- 
ment troops.  Other  rural  towns  and 
villages  suffered  similar  fates.  The 
guerrillas'  chief  weapon  had  become 
fear. 

The  cost  of  the  war  in  both  human 
and  material  terms  has  been  stagger- 
ing. By  mid-1983,  some  estimates  put 
the  four-year  death  toll  at  46,000. 
More  than  half-a-million  Salvadorans 
have  fled  the  country,  including  some 
200,000  entrepreneurs  and  profes- 
sionals whose  skills  are  desperately 
needed.  Unemployment  exceeds  40 
percent,  economic  output  has  plum- 
meted, the  infrastructure  is  nearly  de- 
stroyed, and  the  rural  school  system  is 
in  shambles. 

But  the  Salvadoran  government  is 
hanging  tough.  Its  efforts  to  pacify  the 
countryside,  complete  land  reform  and 
enforce  human  rights  are  winning 
support  from  a  people  sick  of 
bloodshed.  Fear  of  rebel  terrorism  is 
turning  to  anger.  Above  all,  Salvado- 
ran resistance  has  been  strengthened 
by  military  training  and  economic  aid 
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from  the  United  States,  without  which 
the  country  could  not  long  survive  free 
and  independent. 

In  the  final  analysis,  the  fate  of  El 
Salvador,  as  of  Central  America,  will 
depend  not  alone  on  the  armies  or  the 
23  million  people  of  the  region.  The 
ultimate  outcome  will  be  determined 
by  outside  forces  and  by  decisions 
made  in  Moscow  and  in  Washington. 

The  Kremlin  obviously  gave  Castro 
and  the  Sandinistas  the  go-ahead  for 
the  attack  on  El  Salvador  in  what  the 
State  Department  euphemistically 
calls  "a  classic  case  of  indirect  Soviet 
aggression"  —  and  what  President 
Reagan  has  branded  "the  first  Com- 
munist aggression  on  the  American 
mainland."  The  first — but  if  the  Com- 
munists have  their  way — not  the  last. 

Before  his  reported  suicide  recently, 
Salvadoran  guerrilla  leader  Salvador 
Cayetano  Carpio  vowed:  "After  the 
victory  in  El  Salvador,  we  will  unite 
with  Nicaragua  in  the  fight  for  total 
liberation  of  Central  America." 

In  response,  Honduran  President 
Roberto  Suazo  has  warned  his  people 
that  if  El  Salvador  falls,  Honduras 
surely  will  come  under  attack.  Then 
Guatemala.  And,  he  added,  "If  Central 
America  falls,  Mexico  will  follow.  And 
then  the  problem  belongs  to  the 
United  States." 

Actually,  the  problem  is  already 
ours.  In  addition  to  confronting 
Russia's  growing  menace  in  Cuba, 
U.S.  defense  planners  must  now  con- 
tend with  a  new  Soviet-Cuban  base  of 
operations  in  Nicaragua.  The  Soviet- 
directed  challenge  to  American  inter- 
ests there  and  elsewhere  in  Central 
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America  is  genuine  and  of  immediate 
national  concern.  To  emphasize  the  ex- 
tent of  that  concern,  the  United  States 
dispatched  two  U.S.  carrier  battle 
groups  to  international  waters  off 
Nicaragua's  Pacific  and  Caribbean 
coasts,  and  is  now  engaging  in  joint 
U.S. -Honduran  troop  maneuvers 
scheduled  to  continue  into  1984. 

Although  the  military  exercises 
have  drawn  cries  of  "gunboat  diplo- 
macy" from  critics  in  Congress  and 
elsewhere,  they  have  succeeded  in 
getting  the  Communists'  attention. 
Both  Castro  and  the  Sandinistas  have 
devised  plans  to  "demilitarize"  Central 
America.  But,  if  there  is  a  pause  in 
Communist  aggression  in  Central 
America,  it  likely  would  be  a  tempo- 
rary tactic,  in  conformity  with  Lenin's 
dictum  of  "one  step  back,  two  steps 
forward." 

Our  government  is,  essentially,  pur- 
suing a  two-track  policy:  increased 
military  aid  to  the  threatened  nations 
of  Central  America  —  primarily  El 
Salvador  and  Honduras  —  and  long- 
range  economic  aid  to  help  overcome 
the  region's  festering  poverty,  inequity 
and  despair.  In  a  recent  address  to 
Congress,  the  President  outlined  four 
basic  goals,  all  in  accord  with  current 
American  Legion  resolutions: 

•Support  for  "democracy,  reform  and 
human  freedom."  Said  the  President: 
"We  will  work  at  human  rights  prob- 
lems, not  walk  away  from  them." 

•  Aid  for  economic  development. 
"Seventy-seven  cents  out  of  every  dol- 
lar we  will  spend  in  the  area  this 
year,"  said  Reagan,  "goes  for  food,  fer- 
tilizers and  other  essentials.  .  .  ." 


•Reinforcement  of  security.  As  the 
President  declared,  "No  amount  of  re- 
form will  bring  peace  so  long  as  guer- 
rillas believe  they  will  win  by  force." 

•  Support  for  "dialogue  ard 
negotiations — both  among  the  coun- 
tries of  the  region  and  within  each 
country." 

To  underscore  humanitarian  con- 
cerns, the  President  named  a  biparti- 
san commission,  headed  by  former 
Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger,  to 
recommend  long-term  policies  for  Cen- 
tral America.  It  is  to  report  early  in 
1984. 

But  the  Salvadoran  guerrillas  and 
their  benefactors  in  Moscow,  Managua 
and  Havana  believe  time  is  on  their 
side.  Over  Radio  Venceremos,  FMLN 
leader  Joaquin  Villalobos  declared: 
"We  have  made  it  very  clear  that  elec- 
tions are  not  a  solution  to  the  war.  The 
solution  lies  in  the  recognition  of  the 
political-military  force  of  the  FMLN  in 
the  establishment  of  a  new  govern- 
ment, the  formation  of  an  army  in 
which  the  FMLN  is  incorporated  and 
the  end  of  U.S.  intervention." 

From  the  U.S.  point  of  view,  disin- 
terest in  Central  America  is  not  an 
option.  El  Salvador  is  not  the  only 
danger  spot  on  America's  doorstep. 
Miguel  Bolanos  Hunter  says  the  San- 
dinistas "have  developed  .  .  .  armed 
terrorists  within  Costa  Rica  to  de- 
stabilize the  economy  (and)  political 
system,  taking  advantage  of  the  coun- 
try's lack  of  an  army."  He  added  that 
the  Nicaraguan  regime  is  "creating  a 
subversive  movement"  in  Panama,  as 
well. 

( Continued  on  page  40) 
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Invasion 
God 

Stopped? 

Why  did 
17  Chinese 
Communist 
divisions  retreat 
with  victory 
in  their  grasp? 

By  Marshall  O.  Zaslove 

October  1962  was  a  time  for  notable 
men:  Kennedy  was  in  the  White 
House,  "A  Man  For  All  Seasons"  was 
playing  on  Broadway,  and  "Lawrence 
of  Arabia"  was  on  at  the  movies. 

Meanwhile,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
earth,  one  third  of  the  human  race  was 
going  to  war.  How  that  war  was 
stopped  just  may  be  the  most  puzzling 
event  in  modern  military  history.  Or 
the  most  inspiring. 

The  Chinese  Communists  had  stood 
poised  for  three  years  on  the  northern 
border  of  India.  Since  "liberating" 
Tibet,  they  had  been  building  roads 
across  the  Himalayas  for  the  support 
of  an  invasion.  India,  safe  for  thou- 
sands of  years  behind  a  16,000-foot- 
high  natural  barrier,  now  lay  open  to 
attack  from  the  north. 

The  Chinese  army  was  the  biggest 
in  the  world;  a  horde  of  2.6  million 
men  equipped  with  modern  arms.  Sev- 
enteen special  mountain  warfare  di- 
visions had  for  years  been  acclimating 
themselves  to  fighting  in  the  thin 
Himalayan  air. 

According  to  political  analysts,  Pe- 
king hoped  an  attack  southward  would 
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Monday,  Nov.  21,  1962:  the  news  wire  began  to  hum  with  an  incredible 
message-the  Communist  Chinese  army  was  withdrawing  from  India. 


end  India's  leadership  in  Asia.  The 
humiliation  of  India  —  the  world's 
largest  democracy  and  its  most  de- 
voutly religious  nation  —  as  well  as  the 
conquest  of  Nepal,  Bhutan  and  oil-rich 
Assam  were  glittering  prizes  beckon- 
ing to  the  Communists. 

India  stood  naked  against  the 
Chinese  assault,  her  combat  divisions 
already  committed  and  pinned  down 
along  the  nervous  border  with  Pakis- 
tan. The  troops  that  rushed  to  defend 
India's  northern  territories  came  from 
the  flatlands  and  were  poorly  trained 
for  mountain  warfare.  Some  arrived  at 
the  freezing  mountain  outposts  with- 
out even  a  blanket. 

On  October  20,  several  divisions  of 
Chinese  infantry  and  tanks  stormed 
into  Indian  territory.  The  war  was  on. 
The  invaders  overran  everything  in 
their  path,  paused  to  regroup,  and 
moved  again.  Long  troop  columns 
poured  down  out  of  the  mountains 
toward  the  teeming  plains  of  India. 

Meanwhile  the  United  States  was 
having  its  own  crisis.  On  October  22, 
President  John  F.  Kennedy  announced 
the  presence  of  Soviet  missiles  in 
Cuba.  Alarmed  also  by  this  Sino- 
Indian  war,  which  threatened  one  bil- 


lion people,  U.N.  Ambassador  Adlai 
Stevenson  denounced  China's  "naked 
aggression."  By  the  weekend,  modern 
arms  were  being  airlifted  to  India  from 
England  and  the  United  States. 

At  the  Himalayan  battlefront. 
Communists  attacked  in  "human 
waves,"  a  tactic  their  commander. 
Gen.  Lin  Piao,  had  perfected  against 
the  U.S.  Army  in  Korea.  A  reporter 
described  the  Chinese  advancing  over 
their  own  dead  and  wounded  "like 
swarms  of  red  ants,"  until  the  defen- 
ders simply  ran  out  of  ammunition. 
Desperate  Indian  troops  fought  back 
fiercely,  sometimes  even  barehanded, 
but  the  Chinese  onslaught  could  not  be 
stopped — not  by  military  means. 

On  October  23,  Prime  Minister 
Jawaharlal  Nehru  announced,  "India 
is  not  going  to  lose  this  war,  however 
long  it  lasts  and  whatever  harm  it 
may  do  us."  India  had  just  ended  seven 
centuries  of  foreign  rule;  her  people 
were  in  no  mood  to  submit  to  defeat. 
The  war  with  China  looked  to  be  long, 
bitter  and  dangerous. 

In  the  Indian  capital,  people  taped 
their  windows  to  prevent  shattering 
during  air  raids.  Chinese  living  in 
India  were  interned  or  jailed.  Rumors 
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circulated  that  Pakistan  had  been 
promised  spoils  by  China,  and  was  also 
about  to  attack  India. 

On  October  26,  Nehru  declared  a 
state  of  emergency,  as  any  Western 
leader  would.  He  called  on  his  allies 
for  more  weapons,  as  any  Western 
leader  would.  He  personally  took  over 
as  defense  minister,  as  any  Western 
leader  would.  And  then  Nehru  did 
something  no  Western  leader  would: 
he  called  in  the  holy  men  to  stop  the 
Chinese  army. 

To  understand  Nehru's  unusual  tac- 
tic, you  first  have  to  understand  a  few 
things  about  Indians  and  about  Nehru 
himself.  Much  more  so  than  his  coun- 
terpart in  the  United  States  or  Europe, 
the  average  Indian  citizen  is  steeped 
in  ancient  spiritual  traditions.  More 
than  99  percent  of  Indians  believe  in 
God.  Indian  politicians  mix  freely  with 
spiritual  leaders,  who  often  have  huge 
followings. 

He  had  in  his  youth  been  a  socialist 
and  occasional  critic  of  orthodox  relig- 
ion, yet  Nehru,  then  73,  was  also  a 
student  of  things  spiritual.  He  was  an 
avid  reader  of  three  medieval 
poets  —  Amir  Khusrau,  Kabir  and 
Nanak — considered  to  be  devinely  in- 
spired by  many  of  India. 

The  prime  minister  had  the  tradi- 
tional Indian  respect  for  men  of  God. 
He  was  fond  of  quoting  from  the  Vedic 
hymn  praising  "sages  who  searched 


with  their  heart's  thought,"  and  he 
once  wrote,  "What  interests  me  more 
...  is  an  attempt  to  discern  what  lay 
behind  the  external  aspect  of  life." 

Now  he  was  hard-pressed,  with  his 
country  sliding  into  panic  before  the 
Chinese  juggernaut.  In  an  un- 
scheduled radio  announcement  on 


The  Chinese  onslaught 
could  not  be  stopped — 
not  by  military  means. 


November  1,  the  prime  minister  said, 
"It  is  a  game  of  life  arjd  death  ...  of 
the  nation,  of  the  millions  in  this 
country." 

Nehru  was  leading  a  spiritual  na- 
tion suddenly  plunged  into  a  danger- 
ous war.  After  running  through  all  his 
political  and  military  options,  what 
more  natural  step  for  him  to  take  than 
to  mobilize  India's  greatest  natural  re- 
source, her  holy  men? 

So  they  came  to  the  capital,  and  it 
was  by  all  accounts  a  striking  proces- 
sion: mahatmas,  yogis  and  swamis 
with  flowing  beards,  saffron  robes  and 
piercing  eyes  —  unnerving  the  gray- 
suited  bureaucrats. 

Tea  was  served  and  a  few  courtesies 


exchanged  before  the  government 
officials  got  down  to  the  business  of 
asking  each  holy  man  to  aid  his  coun- 
try by  interceding  spiritually  to  stop 
military  catastrophe.  Reporters — who 
might  have  misunderstood  the 
proceedings — were  excluded.  The  men 
of  God  were  told  to  do  whatever  they 
could  to  help  stop  the  Chinese  inva- 
sion. They  agreed  to  try. 

The  mahatmas  and  swamis  of  India 
went  home  to  chant  and  burn  incense. 
They  told  beads  and  recited  the  holy 
hymns.  They  prayed  to  the  ancient 
gods  and  goddesses. 

But  the  war  grew  worse. 

In  New  Delhi  there  were  now  air 
raid  blackouts,  and  people  stored 
emergency  supplies  of  food  and  water. 
Nehru's  daughter  Indira  Gandhi  was 
photographed  turning  in  her  precious 
gold  bangles  for  melting  down  to  help 
finance  the  war.  The  army  called  for  1 
miliqn  volunteers,  and  in  the  streets 
and  on  the  cricket  pitches  young  men 
were  drilling  with  WWI  rifles. 

Publicly,  Nehru  announced,  "We  are 
not  going  to  tolerate  this  kind  of  inva- 
( Continued  on  page  38) 


An  armed  Indian  soldier  stands 
ready  to  defend  against  an  invasion 
that  seemed  imminent,  yet  never  came 


By  Jay  StuUer 

Consider  the  local  weatherman  on  the 
TV  news:  he  may  have  hair  that  is 
blow-dried  uncompromisingly  into 
place,  a  chiseled  face  and  the  de- 
meanor of  a  plastic  marionette.  Or,  he 
may  be  a  rumpled  comic,  apparently 
on  the  tube  for  his  ability  to  draw  car- 
toon storms,  make  animals  out  of  bal- 
loons or  trade  insults  with  the  sports- 
caster.  The  first  treats  tomorrow's 
weather  as  if  it's  the  Armageddon, 
while  the  second  makes  a  mockery  of 
the  science.  It's  no  wonder  Americans 
frequently  trust  these  dubious  per- 
sonalities about  as  far  as  one  would  a 
growling  Doberman. 

Consider,  however,  what  happened 
to  Bob  and  Valerie  Lloyd  of  Grand  Is- 
land, Neb.,  on  the  evening  of  June  3, 
1980.  They  had  just  moved  into  their 
new  home  four  days  earlier.  A  local 
bank  had  given  them  a  weather  radio 
as  a  gift,  something  the  Lloyds  ini- 
tially thought  useless.  But  that  eve- 
ning, the  gift  suddenly  and  auto- 
matically turned  on,  blaring  a  Na- 
tional Weather  Service  emergency 
broadcast.  Hearing  a  tornado  warning, 
the  Lloyds  took  cover  in  a  closet  under 
a  staircase.  And  when  one  of  the  seven 
tornadoes  to  tear  through  Grand  Is- 


land that  savage  night  ripped  their 
house  to  pieces,  the  Lloyds  survived. 
Their  radio,  thanks  to  the  Weather 
Service  broadcast,  had  come  to  life. 
More  important,  it  saved  lives. 

How  the  weather  had  been  and  how 
it  might  be  tomorrow  is  a  subject  near 
and  dear,  however  subliminally,  to 
nearly  all  humans.  For  millions  of 
Americans,  a  good  weather  forecast  is 
much  more  than  mere  fodder  for  con- 
versation, and  with  good  reason.  Wea- 
ther information  is  vital  to  farmers, 
who  rely  on  its  accuracy  to  determine 
when  to  sow,  spray,  and  reap.  Fisher- 
men, so  at  the  mercy  of  the  sea,  must 
have  accurate  weather  forecasts  before 
leaving  port.  Skirting  patches  of  foul 
water  or  turbulent  atmosphere  can 
save  ships  and  airliners  fuel  and  dis- 
comfort .  .  .  and  the  reasons  could  go 
on  and  on. 

Weather  forecasting  has,  however, 
long  been  a  tricky  and  perilous  sci- 
ence. The  earth's  atmosphere  has  sub- 
tle and  ever-changing  interrelation- 
ships with  the  energy  from  the  sun, 
solar  heat  stored  in  the  oceans,  and 
the  interactions  of  winds  with  land- 
masses,  polar  ice  and  abnormalities 
such  as  dust  from  erupting  volcanoes. 
In  pre-Columbian  times,  soothsayers 
and  witch  doctors  in  the  southeastern 
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region  of  the  United  States  attempted 
to  predict  hurricanes  by  tossing  dry 
ash  into  water-filled  pots.  And  until 
about  130  years  ago,  aching  bunions 
were  about  as  reliable  a  means  of  fore- 
casting rain  as  anything  else. 

In  the  United  States  today,  however, 
weather  prediction  is  a  major  govern- 
ment enterprise,  using  about  $300 
million  per  year  of  taxpayers'  dollars. 
Adding  in  the  costs  of  research,  operat- 
ing weather  satellites  and  miscellane- 
ous services,  about  $1  billion  a  year  is 
spent  on  weather.  The  Department  of 
Commerce  controls  this  activity 
though  the  National  Oceanic  and 
Atmospheric  Administration,  (NOAA), 
and  a  pyramid  of  sub-agencies,  includ- 
ing the  National  Weather  Service. 

There's  the  National  Meteorological 
Center  in  Suitland,  Md.,  the  hub  of  52 
large  metropolitan  Weather  Service 
Forecast  offices  spread  around  the 
country,  and  about  200  smaller  offices. 
There's  also  the  Severe  Storms  Fore- 
cast Center  in  Kansas,  which  keeps  a 
national  "eye"  out  for  tornadoes,  se- 
vere thunderstorms,  flooding  and  bliz- 
zards, and  the  National  Hurricane 
Center  in  Miami,  Fla.,  which  tracks 
the  most  powerful  and  deadly  storms 
on  the  planet.  The  NOAA  weather 
radio  program  that  saved  Bob  and 
Valerie  Lloyd — with  369  transmitters 
around  the  country  —  is  just  another 
link  in  a  multi-departmental  web  of 
research,  observation  and  forecasting. 
The  money  spent  by  NOAA  is  consid- 
ered by  some  to  be  the  best  use  of  tax 
dollars  in  America  today. 
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It  is  costly  because  weather  forecast- 
ing has  become  high  science,  relying 
on  satellites  and  computer  models  of 
the  atmosphere,  along  with  radar 
techniques  that  may  give  much  more 
warning  before  the  approach  of  a  tor- 
nado. "When  I  joined  the  Weather 
Service  in  1955,"  explains  Harlan 
Saylor,  deputy  director  of  the  National 
Meteorological  Center,  "the  use  of 
computers  was  just  beginning.  Most  of 
the  forecast  information  had  to  be 
processed  manually." 

The  early  computers  allowed  fore- 
casters to  create  mathematical  models 
of  weather  conditions,  feed  in  new  in- 
formation, and  get  some  kind  of  pic- 
ture of  what  might  happen  based  on 
previous  patterns.  Now  the  center  is 
acquiring  a  $16  million  supercomput- 
er, which  will  allow  the  Suitland 
forecasters  to  crunch  data  10  times 
faster  than  was  possible  with  the  com- 
puter now  in  use.  "We'll  have  better 
numerical  models,"  explains  Saylor, 
"it  will  take  fewer  people  to  do  the 
work  and  the  product  will  be  much 
improved."  Indeed,  by  the  end  of  the 
decade,  the  supercomputer  can  make 
eight-day  forecasts  as  accurate  as 
four-day  forecasts  are  now. 

The  Weather  Service  has  been  a 
civilian  organization  since  1891,  but 
weather  observation  and  study  have 
been  a  part  of  America  since  1644, 
when  the  Rev.  John  Campanius  Holm 
of  Delaware  began  keeping  continuous 
records.  Thomas  Jefferson  was  a 
weather  buff,  keeping  diaries  from 
which  he  answered  many  inquiries 
about  American  weather  and  climate. 

The  government  got  into  the  act 


during  the  War  of  1812,  when  the  Ar- 
my's surgeon  general  ordered  hospital 
surgeons  to  observe  weather  and  make 
climatological  records.  The  first  ex- 
tensive weather  observation  network 
started  in  1849,  when  a  Smithsonian 
Institution  professor  had  telegraph 
operators  send  simultaneous  observa- 
tions to  the  Smithsonian.  Maps  were 
prepared  from  the  reports  and  the 
predictions  based  on  these  became  the 
first  published  weather  forecasts  in  the 
United  States.  By  1860,  some  500  sta- 


"We  don't  do  as  well 
on  really  short  term, 
local  predictions." 


tions  were  involved,  but,  alas,  the 
network  fell  apart  during  the  Civil 
War. 

The  Army's  Signal  Service  handled 
most  weather  duties  until  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  took  over  in 
1891,  because  farmers  needed  the  infor- 
mation, perhaps,  more  than  any  other 
group.  By  1940,  President  Franklin 
Roosevelt  recognized  the  aviation  in- 
dustry's need  for  special  forecasts. 
"The  transfer  to  the  Department  of 
Commerce  .  .  .  will  permit  better 
coordination  of  government  activities 
relating  to  aviation  and  to  commerce 
generally  without  in  any  way  lessen- 
ing the  Weather  Bureau's  contribution 
to  agriculture,"  said  Roosevelt. 

Since  then  there  have  been  several 


organizational  shufflings,  to  the 
present-day  NOAA,  which  encom- 
passes things  from  the  Marine  Miner- 
als Technology  Center  to  the  National 
Data  Buoy  Development  Project.  In 
this,  too,  is  the  National  Weather 
Service,  which  employs  about  4,800 
people.  And  don't  forget,  says  NOAA 
spokesman  Don  Witten,  "the  some 
12,000  volunteers  who  make  and  re- 
port daily  observations." 

It  is  an  incredibly  complex  opera- 
tion, but  each  day  a  bit  of  logistical 
legerdemain  swings  efficiently  into 
action.  Around  the  country,  hundreds 
of  balloons  are  launched  at  the  same 
moment  (noon  Greenwich  mean  time), 
each  carrying  a  radiosonde  that 
transmits  a  steady  record  of  tempera- 
ture, humidity  and  barometric  pres- 
sure back  to  a  ground  station.  The  bal- 
loons are  tracked  by  radar,  with 
windspeed  and  direction  noted. 

Ground  observers  gather  their  in- 
formation, as  do  those  on  ships  and  in 
aircraft.  Buoys  at  sea  relay  informa- 
tion to  satellites,  which  bounce  the 
signals  back  to  Suitland. 

"There  the  computer  puts  all  this  in- 
formation through  the  numerical 
model  of  the  atmosphere,"  says  Wit- 
ten.  Cold  fronts,  high  pressure  areas, 
thunderclouds,  wind  directions  and 
such  are  processed  against  how  they 
can  be  expected  to  behave.  "What 
(Continued  on  page  44) 

(Left)  Showmanship  a  la  Willard  Scott: 
does  it  help  or  hurt  the  credibility  of 
weathermen?  (Right)  A  satellite 
weather  map  shows  a  thunderstorm 
over  the  midwest. 
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Childhood 


There  s  none  better 
than  the  first 


YOUR  CAR  WILL  GO  IN  ICE  OR  SNOW  WITH  THESE 

TIRE  TREADS 


FOR  SNOW  OR  ICE 


FOR  TANK  TREAD  TRACTION 

Incredible  tire  cleats  dig  in  to  dangerous  ice 
and  snow  .  .  .  gives  tank-like  pulling  power  to 
your  tires.  Tough  steel  links  won  t  harm  tires 
or  break.  Fasten  in  seconds  and  your  ready  to 
drive  where  others  fear.  Never  get  stuck  again. 
Fits  all  american  cars  —  even  light  trucks. 

No.  1048— Tire  Cleat  Set  $5.99 

 Save!  l^ets  9.99  


END  THE  PAIN  OF  CRAMPED  FEET! 

PROFESSIONAL  SHOE  STRECTER 


S-T-R-E-T-C-H 
TIGHT  SHOES.... 
STOP  PAINFUL 
CORNS  &  BUNIONS! 


PLEASE  STATE 
SIZE  &  SEX 
WHEN  ORDERING 


^6 


If  you  are  tortured  by  tigtit  or  ill-fitting  shoes  that 
pinch  your  feet  and  cramp  painful  corns  and  bunions, 
this  is  the  answer!  This  Professional  Shoe  Stretcher 
IS  made  of  quality  hardwood  and  will  stretch  and  re- 
shape your  shoes  to  give  you  a  "custom  fit".  The 
stretcher  comes  with  two  special  nylon  attachments 
for  extra  "spot-stretching"  those  exact  spots  that 
press  on  corns  or  bunions.  Easy-twist  adjustable  metal 
handle.  Now  you  can  stop  throwing  away  shoes  that 
don't  fit — you  can  wear  every  shoe  you  own  in  com- 
plete comfort!  Include  Ladies'  or  Men's  shoe  size 
when  ordering. 

No.  3066 — Professional  Shoe  Stretcher  $6.88 

Special:  2  for  11.95 


A^WERFUL  CO,  PISTOL 


LEGENDARY 


Made  of  Polishpd  Solid 
Purp  I%atural  0'opppr! 

Pure  Copper  Bracelets  have  been  cherished  for 
centuries  and  now  they're  worn  by  thousands: 
athletes,  celebrities  and  people  everywhere 
who  want  the  latest  in  distinctive  accessories. 
We  make  no  claims  concerning  the  "mystical" 
powers  or  healing  properties  often  attributed 
to  Copper  Bracelets,  but  we  believe  you'll  want 
them  because  they're  so  NEW  ...  so  beauti- 
fully styled! 

No.  5083— Ladies'  Link  Chain  Bracelet  $3.98 

No.  5082— Men's  Heavy  Link  Chain  Bracelet  $4.98 


FIRES  100  RAPID 
FIRE  SHOTS 
WITHOUT  RELOADING! 

A  semi-automatic,  rapid-fire  C0_,  BB  Pistol  that 
fires  100  shots  as  fast  as  you  can  pull  the 
trigger!  Pistol  is  man-size  —  IOV2"  long  in 
handsome  gun-metal  finish  with  checkered  non- 
slip  target  grips.  Looks  like  a  real  automatic! 
Perfect  for  target  shooting,  pests,  proper  gun 
training  for  youngsters.  Comes  with  BBs  and 
CO.,  cylinder  —  ready  to  shoot. (Not  sold  in 
N.Y.,  NJ.,  or  Calif.). 

No.  2077— Automatic  BB  Pistol  $32.95 

No.  2077A— Special  Holster  for  above  4.9,5 


•  Precision  Made 

•  Quality  Materials 

•  Checkered  Target  Grips 

•  Adjustable  Rear  Sight 

•  Positive  Safety  Catch 

•  Velocity  Regulator 

•  Midnight  Black  Finish 


IN^IANIPROTECTION  FOR 

'■3  ~  - 


YOUR  CARS,  BOATS,  RUGS 
AND  ALL  OUTDOOR  GEAR! 

This  "Portable  Garage"  slips  over  your  car  in 
a  jiffy — protects  it  year  'round  from  dirt  and 
grime,  salt,  dust  laden  rain,  insects,  etc.  Folds 
away  compactly  —  stores  in  trunk.  Goes  with 
you  wherever  you  travel.  Heavy  duty  plastic. 
Fully  guaranteed. 

No.  1004— Portable  Garage  $5.88 

No.  1004A— Extra  Heavy  Weight  Model...$7.95 


SAVE  MONEY  ON  HEATING  BUS  WHILE  YOURE  FAST  ASLEEP 

SLEEP  WARM  ALL  WINTER 
WITH  THIS  HON  ELECTRIC 
BED  WARMER 

Keep  away  the  winter  shiverslH  Thermal  blanket 
reflects  your  body  heat  —  seal  off  cold  and 
dampness  .  .  .  WITHOUT  ELECTRICITY!  Slips  on 
between  bottom  sheet  and  mattress.  This 
miracle  material  won't  soil  or  wear  out.  Please 
specify  size  when  ordering. 

No.  4639— Twin  Bed  Warmer  $5.95 

No.  4640— Double  Bed  Warmer  $7.95 


WARM-EASE  THERMA 
PADS  GIVE  RELIEF! 


THEY  HELP  TO  EASE  THE  ACHE  AND 
PAIN  OF  SORE  KNEES  AND  ANKLES! 

Nature's  own  remedy  —  warmth  —  can  relieve 
aches  and  pains,  backache,  stiff  joints,  strained 
muscles  —  problems  we  all  suffer  from  from 
time  to  time.  THERMA-PADS  help  you  by  cap- 
turing your  own  body  heat  and  concentrating 
it  where  it's  needed  most.  100°o  Guaranteed. 
No.  3094— Joint  Therma  Pad  $3-98 

—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —I 

|2345  Post  Road,  Dept. 200N,  Larchmont,  N.V.  10538 


RtlSH  the  Items  oiderecl  below  on  30  DAY  TRIAL  completE 
satisfaction  GUARANTEED  or  my  money  back  piomply  (except 
postage  &  handling).  My  payment  is  enclosed  including  1  55 
for  postage  &  handling.  iSorry'  No  C  0  D  ! 


QUAN. 

SIZE 

ITEM  NO. 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 

Shipping  &  Handling 
N.Y.  State  cuslomers  please  add  sales  lax 
Total  Enclosed 

1 

55 

■  PnnlName. 
I  Addfess  


City_ 


Veterans*  Update 


Veterans  receiving  compensation  for  a  service-connected 
disability  may  be  eligible  for  additional  VA  vocational 
rehabilitation  counseling  benefits.  The  vocational  re- 
habilitation program  helps  disabled  vets  overcome  em- 
ployment handicaps  resulting  from  service-connected 
disability.  The  basic  period  of  eligibility  for  vocational 
rehabilitation  services  has  been  extended  to  12  years 
after  discharge  from  active  duty  or  the  date  the  veteran 
was  notified  of  entitlement  to  VA  compensation  for  the 
disability.  The  period  may  be  adjusted  if  the  veteran 
received  an  upgraded  discharge  or  was  unable  to  enter 
or  complete  training  for  a  period  of  time  because  of 
medical  conditions.  The  VA  provides  evaluation  and 
counseling  to  assist  in  developing  a  comprehensive  re- 
habilitation plan  for  any  disabled  veteran's  specific 
needs.  Information  and  applications  may  be  secured 
from  American  Legion  Department  Service  Officers  or 
from  VA  regional  offices. 

According  to  a  survey  conducted  by  the  VA,  the  total 
veteran  population  is  expected  to  fall  from  its  current 
28.3  million  to  about  27.1  million  by  1990  and  to  about 
24.3  million  by  the  turn  of  the  century.  Other  major 
findings  for  the  period  1980  through  2030  are: 
•About  one  of  every  five  males  under  45  is  a  veteran. 
This  proportion  will  drop  for  the  next  15  years  and  then 
remain  steady  at  about  8  percent  of  males  under  the  age 
of  45. 

•  The  number  of  veterans  at  least  65  years  old  — 
currently  about  4  million — will  grow  to  nearly  9  million 
by  1999. 

•  Veterans  65  and  older  currently  account  for  14  percent 
of  the  total  veteran  population.  This  proportion  will  rise 
steadily  over  the  next  three  decades  before  peaking  at  45 
percent  by  the  year  2015. 

•WWII  veterans  account  for  about  39  percent  of  the 
veteran  population;  Vietnam  veterans  29  percent,  and 
Korean  veterans  19  percent.  WWI  veterans  currently 
total  about  309,000. 

The  American  Legion  was  disappointed  with  the  deci- 
sion  last  October  by  House  Speaker  Thomas  P.  (Tip) 
O'Neill  that  the  Immigration  Reform  and  Control  Act  of 
1983  would  not  be  considered  by  the  House  this  year 
and  probably  not  next  year,  either.  For  over  two  years, 
both  the  House  and  Senate  have  labored  long  and  hard 
to  pass  legislation  reforming  the  nation's  immigration 
laws,  but  with  the  Speaker's  most  recent  announcement, 
all  that  work  may  have  been  for  naught. 

Last  spring,  the  Senate  passed  its  version  of  the  legis- 
lation, and  the  House  measure  had  been  eligible  for 
floor  action  since  mid-summer.  Though  the  Senate 
measure  is  more  conservative  in  approach  than  the 
House  measure,  failure  to  debate  the  House  version  at 
all  virtually  dooms  prospects  of  reform  of  any  kind  for 
the  near  future.  Unless  the  Speaker  changes  his  mind. 


prospects  for  reform  are  extremely  dim. 

Veterans  using  their  VA  benefits  for  education  may  find 
that  their  checks  are  inordinately  delayed  beginning  this 
semester  unless  VA  changes  its  ruling.  The  VA  has  pub- 
lished new  regulations  which  would  require  re- 
certification  each  semester,  a  requirement  that  would 
delay  the  delivery  of  checks  this  semester  nearly  two 
months.  The  goal  of  the  change  is  to  cut  down  on  the 
number  of  overpayments  made  for  educational  benefits. 
Overpayments,  as  of  October,  amounted  to  nearly  $400 
million,  overpayments  which  some  beneficiaries  are 
slow  to  repay.  The  proposed  change  was  published  in 
the  Federal  Register  last  July,  and  time  was  allowed  for 
public  comment.  VA  reportedly  received  more  than  300 
letters  from  student  veterans  opposed  to  the  change. 

The  following  are  synopses  of  some  key  resolutions 
passed  by  the  National  Executive  Committee  during  the 
Fall  Meetings  at  National  Headquarters.  A  complete  re- 
port will  appear  in  the  January  issue. 

Foreign  Relations 
Res.  7  Condemns  the  Soviets  for  downing  KAL  Flight 
007  and  supports  appropriate  sanctions. 

National  Security 
Res.  23  Urges  the  President  and  Congress  to  step  up 
development  of  the  antiballistic  missile  defense  systems 
and  developing  technology. 

Res.  19  Approves  an  American  Legion  National  Fire 
Prevention  Program  publication  to  be  made  available  to 
Posts  and  Departments. 

Economics 

Res.  6  Urges  VA  to  assist  veterans  unable  to  make 
scheduled  payments  of  VA-guaranteed  home  loans. 
Res.  17  Calls  for  an  increase  in  funding  for  veterans' 
programs  under  the  Job  Training  Partnership  Act. 

Internal  Affairs 
Res.  35  Urges  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  issue 
permits  for  the  use  of  the  grounds  of  the  Vietnam  Veter- 
ans Memorial  only  to  those  persons  who  will  show 
proper  respect  for  the  memorial. 

Res.  32  Opposes  any  change  in  postal  subsidy  funds 
that  would  increase  rates  paid  by  The  American  Legion. 
Americanism 

Res.  24  Urges  that  English  be  declared  the  official  lan- 
guage of  the  United  States  and  that  bilingual  education 
be  used  only  as  a  transitional  tool  until  English  has 
been  learned. 

Res.  27  Calls  for  legislation  to  designate  May  7  as 
"Vietnam  Veterans  Recognition  Day." 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Res.  3  Calls  for  The  American  Legion  to  expand  the  vol- 
untary  service  awards  program  to  recognize 
Legionnaires  who  volunteer  in  non-referral  nursing 
homes,  daycare  centers,  foster  homes  and  halfway 
houses. 
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Testifies  In  D.C. 


Legion  presents 
views  to  House  and 
Senate  Veterans 
Affairs  Committees; 
Natl.  Cdr.  speaks  to 
Kissinger  Commis- 
sion, and  is  briefed 
by  Secretary  of 
State  Shultz 


Nearly  200  years  ago,  the  fate  of  the 
U.S.  Constitution  was  uncertain,  and 
it  was  only  months  after  its  framers 
had  consolidated  their  differences  and 
submitted  it  for  ratification  to  the  13 
colonies.  The  dissension  centered  not 
on  what  the  document  said  but,  rather, 
on  what  had  gone  unsaid.  So  suspi- 
cious of  a  strong  central  government 
were  the  colonies  that,  as  a  condition 
of  ratification,  a  majority  insisted  upon 
the  enumeration  of  specific  guarantees 
to  the  people  in  a  Bill  of  Rights. 

Among  the  first  to  be  declared  was 
"the  right  of  the  people  to  petition  the 
government  .  .  ." 

Today,  that  guarantee  forms  the 
basis  of  a  program  of  research,  consul- 
tation and  testimony  by  The  American 
Legion  on  behalf  of  America's  veterans 
and  the  nation.  In  the  fall  of  1983,  as 
perhaps  seldom  before,  the  views  of 
The  American  Legion  are  sought  by 
those  who  forge  the  policies  of  the 
United  States.  Recent  events  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  underscored  the  scope  of 
Legion  concerns,  and  the  response 
from  official  circles  reaffirmed  the  role 
of  The  American  Legion  as  a  capable, 
responsible  and  respected  force  in  the 
domestic  and  international  policy 
circles  of  our  nation. 

Natl.  Cdr.  Keith  Kreul,  just  days 
after  his  election  at  the  Seattle  Con- 
vention, testified  before  the  National 
Bipartisan  Commission  on  Central 


America;  met  with  Secretary  of  State 
George  Shultz  and  was  briefed  by  the 
State  Department;  testified  before  both 
the  House  and  Senate  Veterans  Af- 
fairs Committees,  and  presented  the 
Legion's  views  to  the  President  on  the 
Soviet  shooting  down  of  Korean  Air- 
lines Flight  007. 

It  was  a  flurry  of  activity  that  de- 
pended not  only  on  quick  study  by  the 
National  Commander  and  com- 
prehensive preparation  by  members  of 
the  Washington  staff,  but  also  upon 
the  encouragement  and  guidance  of 
three  national  commissions —  Legis- 
lative, Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabili- 
tation, and  National  Security/  Foreign 
Relations. 

In  that  week,  the  wisdom  of  the  col- 
onists and  the  enduring  dedication  of 
The  American  Legion  to  the  rights  and 
responsibilities  of  a  free  people  were 
reaffirmed. 

The  Kissinger  Commission 

In  the  august  confines  of  the  De- 
partment of  State,  an  aura  of  power 
pervades.  Understated,  yet  dignified, 
the  surroundings  belie  the  gritty 
realism  of  decisions  made  and  policies 
pursued  in  a  less  than  perfect  world. 
There,  surrounded  by  symbols  of 
America's  antiquity,  ordinary  men 
wrestle  with  the  question  of  America's 
role  in  the  world.  The  search  for  an- 
swers is  as  endless  as  is  the  potential 
for  crisis  and  conflict  in  a  volatile  era. 
And  it  is  confounded  by  conflicting 
viewpoints,  incomplete  information 


and  a  lack  of  consensus  among  the 
American  people. 

Thus  it  is  that,  faced  with  a  growing 
threat  to  U.S.  interests  in  our  south- 
ern hemisphere,  the  National  Biparti- 
san Commission  on  Central  America, 
the  so-called  "Kissinger  Commission," 
seeks  to  find  a  course  for  America  that 
preserves  the  integrity  of  the  region 
and  protects  the  freedom  of  those 
whose  homelands  are  threatened. 

Meeting  in  a  quiet  corner  room  of 
the  State  Department,  informally  ar- 
rayed about  a  round  table,  members  of 
the  commission  exude  an  air  of  cordial 
informality,  in  ironic  contrast  to  their 
stately  surroundings.  It  is  from  the 
unique  perspectives  of  former  presi- 
dents, military  leadership  and  other 
experts  that  the  commission's  recom- 
mendations finally  will  be  drawn.  And 
when  they  are  forwarded  to  the  Pres- 
ident on  Jan.  10,  1984,  the  views  of 
The  American  Legion  will  be  included. 

Cdr.  Kreul  presented  those  views  in 
testimony  before  the  commission  ear- 
lier this  fall.  Kreul  spoke  with 
authority  based  upon  findings  by  the 
Legion's  Western  Hemisphere  Task 
Force,  as  well  as  by  the  recent  fact- 
Continued  .  .  . 


Natl.  Cdr.  Keith  Kreul,  left,  testifies  be- 
fore House  Veterans  Affairs  Commit- 
tee. Center,  Rep.  Steve  Gunderson, 
R-Wis.,  with  W.F.  Lenker,  S.D., 
Chmn.,  Legion  VA&R  Commission. 
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finding  mission  to  Central  America 
undertaken  by  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Security/Foreign  Relations 
Commission. 

Kreul  told  the  commission:  "Central 
America  is  important  to  the  United 
States  for  psychological,  political,  eco- 
nomic and  security  reasons.  U.S.  ina- 
bility to  prevent  the  emergence  of  un- 
friendly regimes  in  an  area  close  to 
our  shores  would  be  a  severe  psycho- 
logical setback.  Coupled  with  a  long 
series  of  U.S.  failures  in  Vietnam, 
Cambodia,  Laos,  Angola,  Iran  and  Af- 
ghanistan, unsuccessful  U.S.  efforts  in 
Central  America  would  seriously  call 
into  question  our  reliability  as  an 
ally." 

The  Commander  outlined  the  fun- 
damental proposal  of  The  American 
Legion  for  dealing  with  the  Central 
America  crisis  —  a  "Marshall-type 
plan"  patterned  after  U.S.  policy  pur- 
sued in  post- World  War  II  Europe.  The 
proposal,  comprising  five  fundamental 
criteria  (see  "Caribbean  Basin  Policy 
Has  Five-Area  Focus"),  is  based  on  the 
assessment  that,  since  World  War  II, 
American  policy  toward  Central 
America  has  been  ill-defined,  sporadic 
and  essentially  shortlived.  Invariably, 
Kreul  testified,  such  policy  has  been 
followed  by  periods  of  neglect. 

"Our  declining  interest  has  coin- 
cided with  expanding  Soviet-Cuban 
diplomatic,  cultural,  economic  and 
military  activities,"  Kreul  said.  "The 
Caribbean  Basin  nations  certainly  do 
not  have  the  same  level  of  technologi- 
cal knowledge,  infrastructure  and 
commitment  to  democratic  practices 
possessed  by  the  European  nations 
after  World  War  II.  Nevertheless,  the 
Marshall  Plan  analogy  is  apt — not  for 
similarity  of  preconditions,  but  for  the 
needs  of  U.S.  policy. 

"The  Marshall-type  plan  should 
recognize  the  cultural,  political  and 
economic  differences  among  Caribbean 
Basin  nations.  Differing  problems  call 
for  national  solutions,  but  in  a  mul- 
tilateral context.  Priorities  would  also 
have  to  be  established  based  primarily 
on  U.S.  national  interests." 

The  American  Legion's  recom- 
mendations call  for  a  commitment  not 
only  of  national  resolve,  but  also  of  re- 
sources. Kreul  acknowledged  the  fre- 
quent argument  against  costly  eco- 
nomic and  military  assistance  pro- 
grams, but  rebutted  any  suggestion  of 
"undue  expense."  He  said,  "We  must  be 
willing  to  devote  the  necessary  re- 


sources if  we  are  to  achieve  our  na- 
tional interests.  Soviet  spending  on 
national  security  and  foreign  influence 
is  currently  at  least  twice  as  great, 
proportionately,  as  is  ours.  Therefore, 
if  we  have  significant  interests  in  the 
Caribbean,  we  must  be  willing  to  allo- 
cate resources  to  pursue  them.  It  is  ab- 
surd for  our  rich  society  to  decline 
spending  a  few  billions  now  and  risk 
either  strategic  defeat  or  the  necessity 


"Our  declinms  interest  has 
coincided  with  expanding 
Soviet-Cuban*  * .  activities." 


to  spend  hundreds  of  billions  of  dollars 
and  to  sacrifice  thousands  of  our  ser- 
vice personnel  later." 

Kreul  detailed  the  areas  in  which 
the  Legion  believes  such  spending  will 
best  achieve  U.S.  objectives: 

•  Military  assistance,  based  on  a 
professional  assessment  of  true  mili- 
tary needs  and  not  restricted  by  some 
arbitrary  ceiling;  assistance  aimed  at 
providing  internal  security  and  stabil- 
ity to  promote  economic  and  social 
conditions  conducive  to  the  develop- 
ment of  democratic  governmental  pro- 


Map  compares  vital  economic  and 
government  indicators  of  Central 
American  nations  to  comparable 
United  States  statistics. 


cesses. 

•  Cultural  exchanges,  which  pro- 
mote interchange  of  ideas  and  lead  to 
an  understanding  and  appreciation  of 
American-style  democracy. 

•  Pro- Western  education  programs 
countering  the  massive  Soviet  and 
Cuban  scholarship  programs,  which 
produce  a  vast  class  of  Communist- 
educated  and  oriented  citizens,  with 
obvious  impact  on  the  future  of  demo- 
cratic rule  in  Central  America. 

An  American  Consensus 
The  most  pervasive  challenge  facing 
the  National  Bipartisan  Commission 
on  Central  America  is  not  sifting 
through  the  data  being  collected  but 
reversing  and  coalescing  fractured 
American  opinion  on  U.S.  policy  and 
strategies.  Information,  Kreul  tes- 
tified, must  be  presented  to  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  he  pledged  American 
Legion  cooperation  in  building  a  new 
American  consensus. 

"If  the  American  people  receive  full 
and  accurate  information  on  the  situ- 
ation in  Central  America,"  Kreul  said, 
"they  will  support  a  sound,  long-term 
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program.  Their  commitment  certainly 
will  be  bolstered  by  continued  Soviet 
imperialism  and  barbarous  conduct, 
such  as  the  massacre  of  269  innocent 
people,  including  61  Americans,  on  the 
Korean  airliner. 

"Soviet  imperialism  in  Central 
America  is  an  important  challenge  to 
all  U.S.  interests,  but  policy  for  Cen- 
tral America  must  become  an  integral 
part  of  an  overall  U.S.  strategy  to  be 
implemented  consistently  over  a  long 
period  of  time.  The  United  States  must 
develop  a  coherent  strategy,  supported 
by  our  allies  and  understood  by  our 
adversaries.  History  shows  that  is 
possible  only  when  Congress  provides 
strong  bipartisan  support  for  U.S. 
foreign  policy  and  national  security 
policy.  The  American  Legion  will  in- 
tensify its  efforts  to  help  properly  in- 
form the  American  public  about  U.S. 
national  interests  in  Central  America, 
the  challenges  to  them  and  what  must 
be  done  to  achieve  U.S.  objectives." 

The  Commander's  testimony  came 
only  hours  before  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff  presented  their  views  on  Central 
America.  And  as  they  spoke,  Kreul 
conferred  elsewhere  in  the  State  De- 
partment with  one  of  the  most 
influential  members  of  the  President's 
cabinet,  Secretary  of  State  George  P. 
Shultz.  ; 

Warmly  received  and,  as  he  put  it, 
"amazed  at  the  courtesy  and  down-to- 
earth  way  I  was  welcomed  in  his 
office,"  Kreul  spent  nearly  an  hour 
with  Shultz. 

The  Secretary  underscored  the  chal- 
lenge facing  the  United  States  in 
developing  a  cohesive  policy  on  Cen- 
tral America.  He  acknowledged  the 
vital  role  The  American  Legion  could 
play  in  helping  inform  the  American 
people — a  role  essential  to  forming  the 
broad  consensus  necessary  for  any 
such  policy  to  succeed.  Following  their 
meeting,  in  which  Kreul  reaffirmed 
his  pledge  made  before  the  commission 
to  lend  the  power  of  the  Legion  to 
molding  public  opinion.  State  Depart- 
ment officials  briefed  the  Commander 
on  current  policy,  and  on  challenges 
facing  the  department. 

KAL  Massacre 

The  State  Department  briefings 
covered  the  spectrum  of  crises  erupt- 
ing throughout  the  world.  But  no 
event  during  that  week  more  occupied 
the  American  people  and  its  govern- 
ment than  the  Soviet  Union's  actions 
in  the  wake  of  the  Korean  airliner 
Continued  on  page  30 


All  broadly  stated  historical  compari- 
sons must  be  used  with  caution.  With 
this  caveat  in  mind,  a  brief  summary 
of  Latin  American  history  and  its  re- 
lation to  the  United  States  is  useful  in 
placing  current  Central  American 
problems  in  perspective. 
•Spanish  vs.  English  Inheritance 

Early  arrivals  to  North  America 
came  primarily  in  search  of  religious 
or  political  liberty.  Their  legacy  en- 
compassed limited,  democratic  gov- 
ernment; observance  of  the  inviolable 
natural  rights  of  mankind;  separation 
of  church  and  state  and  a  free  enter- 
prise, capitalistic  economy.  Acting  in 
concert,  these  trends  enabled  the 
United  States  to  produce  an  ever- 
increasing  economic  "pie"  from  which 
all  classes  benefited.  Economic  oppor- 
tunity and  access  to  education  pro- 
moted social  mobility  and  the  expan- 


"After  World  War  II, 
change  finally  came  to 
Latin  America/' 


sion  of  a  vast  middle  class  —  the 
backbone  of  any  democracy. 

European  movement  into  Latin 
America,  on  the  other  hand,  basically 
was  that  of  conquest  by  strong-willed 
men  seeking  "God,  Glory  and  Gold." 
History  speaks  of  the  "Spanish  con- 
quest" of  Mexico  and  Peru.  This  tradi- 
tion emphasized  the  extraction  of 
riches  and  the  establishment  of  feudal 
regimes.  The  Spanish  king  gave  huge 
land  grants  to  a  favored  few  who  be- 
came a  ruling  elite.  The  result  was 
economic  backwardness,  social  injus- 
tice, and  government  by  an  oligarchy 
of  large  landowners,  the  military  and 
the  church.  Societies  were  basically 
stagnant.  Emphasis  was  on  maintain- 
ing order  and  holding  on  to  one's  share 
of  a  relatively  fixed  economic  pie. 
•U.S.  Relations 

The  U.S.  was  viewed  as  the  "Colos- 
sus of  the  North"  that  periodically  in- 
tervened in  Latin  America  to  protect 


its  interests.  Latin  American  history 
books  recount  the  Mexican  War,  Pres- 
ident Woodrow  Wilson's  intervention 
in  Mexico  prior  to  WWI,  and  several 
U.S.  interventions  in  Central  America 
during  the  1920s  and  1930s. 
•  Modernization 

After  World  War  II,  change  finally 
came  to  Latin  America.  Economic 
development  created  a  "revolution  of 
rising  expectations"  as  people  came  to 
realize  a  better  life  was  attainable. 
Slowly,  a  middle  class  started  growing; 
improved  transportation  and  com- 
munications incorporated  more  people 
into  a  relatively  modern  "money" 
economy. 

Although  some  leaders  and  groups 
advocated  U.S.  style  democracy,  many 
others  did  not.  On  the  political  right, 
some  contended  that  any  thought  of 
democracy  was  premature  and  would 
result  in  demagoguery.  On  the  politi- 
cal left,  others  alleged  that  capitalism 
had  failed  in  Latin  America  because  it 
had  produced  only  a  dependent 
capitalism — dependent  upon  economic 
forces  in  the  United  States  that  were 
beyond  Latin  America's  control  or 
influence. 

•Liberation  Theology 

The  Second  Vatican  Council  (1962-5) 
eventually  produced  major  changes  in 
the  attitude  and  role  of  the  Catholic 
Church  in  Latin  America.  In  some 
cases,  church  leaders  gradually  be- 
came critical  of  ruling  elites  and  as- 
sumed an  active  role  in  political  and 
social  debate.  Vatican  II  provided  the 
theological  basis  for  this  change  by 
urging  Christians  to  examine  modern 
social  conditions.  Vatican  II  pirompted 
the  enunciation  of  "liberatioh  theolo- 
gy." The  dogma  of  this  theology  em- 
phasizes that  Christians  must  work  to 
eradicate  social  sin  as  well  as  personal 
sin,  and  must  encourage  social  moral- 
ity as  well  as  private  morality.  Next,  it 
teaches  that  poverty  and  underdevel- 
opment are  the  major  problems  of 
Latin  America.  Modern  society  has  the 
capability  to  eliminate  poverty;  there- 
fore, Christians  are  morally  obligated 
to  work  for  the  "liberation"  of  the  poor 
masses.  Finally,  liberation  theology 
sees  socialism  as  the  road  to  "libera- 
tion" from  dependent  capitalism. 

Continued  .  .  . 
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Thus,  in  large  measure,  pluralist 
democratic  reform  to  achieve  modern- 
ization was  rejected  by  both  the  right 
and  the  left.  The  right  viewed  demo- 
cratic reform  as  a  distant  luxury 
achievable  only  after  economic  devel- 
opment was  far  advanced.  The  left 
urged  a  Marxian  call  to  action  using 
liberation  theology  for  justification 
and  guidance. 

•Marxist-Leninist  Beachhead 

After  the  Sandinistas  triumphed  in 
1979  by  ousting  the  Somoza  regime 
with  virtually  total  support  from  all 
sectors  of  the  Nicaraguan  population, 
they  soon  reneged  on  their  promises  of 
democratic  pluralism,  non-alignment 
and  non-interference  with  others.  By 
1981,  Central  America  generally 
found  itself  pressured  by  demands  for 
modernization,  polarized  politically, 
buffeted  by  an  extremely  serious  eco- 
nomic recession,  and  subjected  to 
spreading  insurgency  supported  by  the 
Soviet  Union  and  Cuba  from  the 
Communist  beachhead  in  Nicaragua. 
•Central  American  Realities 

The  Central  America  we  seek  to 
help  consists  of  separate  countries, 
reflecting  somewhat  different  tradi- 
tions and  varying  conditions.  There- 
fore, specific  U.S.  policies  and  aid  pro- 
grams must  vary  from  country  to 
country.  Nevertheless,  certain 
generalizations  can  usefully  focus  our 
attention  on  the  serious  problems 
endemic  in  the  area. 

The  rich  upper  class  is  very  small  in 
numbers.  It  is  college-educated  (often 
in  America),  modern  in  outlook  and 
enjoys  a  high  standard  of  living.  The 
middle  class  is  proportionately  much 
smaller  than  our  middle  class.  The 
vast  majority  of  the  people  gener- 
ally are  underemployed  or  unemployed, 
illiterate,  subject  to  unsanitary  living 
conditions  and  numerous  diseases,  in- 
adequately fed,  and  extremely  poor. 

Winning  "hearts  and  minds"  and 
helping  build  democratic  societies 
under  such  conditions  is  an  exceed- 
ingly difficult  task.  Essentially,  Amer- 
ican policy  is  seeking  to  encourage  a 
"third  way"  in  Central  America,  which 
seeks  democratic  reforms  while  reject- 
ing both  right-wing  attempts  to  con- 
tinue an  untenable  system  and  left- 
wing  attempts  to  establish  Marxist  to- 
talitarian dictatorships  ruled  by  a 
tiny,  self-appointed  elite,  allied  with 
the  Soviet  Union.  O 
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The  downing  of  the  aircraft  was  very 
much  on  the  Commander's  mind  as  he 
discussed  matters  of  state  with  Secre- 
tary Shultz.  Even  as  they  spoke,  a  let- 
ter was  being  typed  that  Kreul  had 
written  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  sharing  the  President's  outrage 
and  applauding  his  denunciation  of 
the  Soviet's  actions. 

He  wrote:  "The  KAL  massacre  was 
not  surprising  to  The  American 
Legion.  We  have  for  decades  under- 
stood the  true  nature  of  the  deadly 
challenge  to  Western  ideals  and  world 
peace  posed  by  Russian  imperialism 
and  Marxist  ideology.  We  fully  support 


Veterans'  benefits 
should  rank  second  only 
to  national  defense. 


the  retaliatory  actions  you  have  taken 
thus  far.  We  also  strongly  endorse  your 
view  that  the  atrocity  is  not  a 
Soviet-U.S.  issue,  but  a  Soviet-world 
issue. 

"Looking  to  the  future,  absent  a 
satisfactory  and  timely  Soviet  re- 
sponse, we  believe  further  retaliatory 
actions  should  be  considered.  This  rec- 
ommendation is  reinforced  by  the 
enormity  of  the  crime,  continuing 
Soviet  belligerency  expressed  in 
myriad  ways  around  the  globe,  and  the 
lack  of  adequate  Free  World  responses 


Natl.  Cdr.  Keith  Kreul  meets  with 
former  Secretary  of  State  Henry  A. 
Kissinger,  who  heads  the  National 
Bipartisan  Commission  on  Central 
America. 


to  earlier  Soviet  imperialism." 

In  calling  for  retaliatory  action  in 
the  areas  of  East-West  military  bal- 
ance, nuclear  arms  control  negotia- 
tions and  economic  relations,  Kreul 
cited  the  latter  as  offering  "the  best 
possibility  for  action.  In  particular,  we 
urge  intensified  action  to  eliminate  the 
flow  of  Western  military  or  'dual  use' 
technology  and  Western  financial  cred- 
its to  the  Soviet  bloc  .  .  . 

"Unlike  Western  reactions  to  earlier 
Soviet  atrocities,  we  should  not  permit 
the  KAL  massacre  to  recede  quickly 
from  the  front  pages  without  effective, 
meaningful,  feasible  responses  from 
the  Free  World  .  .  .  the  United  States 
must  point  the  way  in  this  vital 
endeavor." 

Veterans  Affairs  Testimony 

In  the  House  Veterans  Affairs 
Committee  hearing  room,  its  heavily 
paneled  walls  resounding  his  tes- 
timony, 22  of  the  committee's  25 
members  heard  Cdr.  Kreul  reiterate 
the  Legion's  position  that,  when  the 
priorities  of  the  federal  government 
are  established,  veterans'  benefits 
should  rank  second  only  to  national 
defense. 

Seasoned  observers  of  the  Legion 
testimony  agreed  that  the  rapt  atten- 
tion Kreul  received  from  such  a  major- 
Continued  .  .  . 
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ity  of  committee  members — and  the 
probing  questions  they  put  to  him — 
were  without  recent  precedent.  The 
hearing  room  was  filled  to  capacity 
with  Legion  and  Auxiliary  represen- 
tatives and  other  interested  citizens  as 
Cdr.  Kreul  outlined  the  Legion's  posi- 
tions on  domestic  issues  affecting  vet- 
erans. 

"The  most  important  feature  of  any 
presentation  we  make  to  the  commit- 
tee inevitably  must  be  on  the  subject 
of  funding  for  veterans  programs,"  he 
said.  "For  FY  1984,  Congress  has  pro- 
vided, and  the  President  has  approved, 
funding  in  the  amount  of  $24.7  billion 
for  veterans  programs.  While  this  is 
the  largest  appropriation  the  Veterans 
Administration  has  ever  had,  it  consti- 
tutes only  3  percent  of  the  total  federal 
budget.  As  we  have  said  before,  this 
fact  established  that  veterans  pro- 
grams are  not  consuming  an  increas- 
ing share  of  federal  dollars." 


Kreul  reminded  the  committee  that, 
in  the  recent  era  of  fiscal  restraint, 
veterans  benefits  have  been  adjusted 
many  times,  with  the  effect  of  reduc- 
ing the  cost  by  several  hundred  mil- 
lion dollars  over  the  coming  years. 
Saying  the  benefit  adjustments,  in  the 
eyes  of  Congress,  may  be  the  least 
painful  way  for  "eterans  to  share  the 


Cdr.  Kreul  outlined  the 
Legion's  positions  on  domestic 
issues  affecting  veterans* 


burden  of  budgetary  cutbacks,  Kreul 
warned  that  "adjustments  to  veterans 
programs  have  gone  as  far  as  they  can 
if  those  programs  are  to  meet  the 
needs  of  those  they  are  intended  to 


serve." 

He  applauded  the  $8.2  billion  veter- 
ans medical  care  appropriation  for  FY 
84,  noting  the  funds  will  allow  for  an 
additional  2,000  personnel  in  the  De- 
partment of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
But  he  cautioned  the  committee  that 
the  department  continues  to  face  per- 
sistent problems,  and  urged  the  com- 
mittee to  continue  its  oversight. 

He  outlined  two  pressing  areas  for 
particular  attention  by  the 
committee — the  aging  World  War  II 
veteran  population  and  its  increasing 
dependence  upon  VA  health  care,  and 
the  special  problems  of  Vietnam  vet- 
erans. 

"The  VA  Department  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  has  been  questioned  on 
its  responsiveness  to  the  needs  of 
Vietnam-era  veterans.  In  our  judg- 
ment," Kreul  said,  "the  VA's  record  is 
spotty,  since  there  have  been  reported 
Continued  .  .  . 
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Until  the  last  few  years,  the  United 
States  tended  to  take  Latin  America 
for  granted  and  ignored  both  its  pros- 
pects and  problems.  Communist- 
inspired  revolution  in  Central 
America  has  belatedly  shaken  Ameri- 
cans out  of  their  lethargy.  Central 
America  forms  the  western  flank  of 
the  Caribbean  Basin;  therefore,  any 
discussion  of  U.S.  interests  must  en- 
compass the  entire  Caribbean  Basin. 
Currently,  Central  America  is  the 
focus  of  contention  in  the  region,  but 
what  happens  there  will  influence  the 
future  of  all  countries  in  the  area. 

With  this  in  mind,  The  American 
Legion  has  recommended  a  policy  for 
dealing  with  this  region  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere.  The  five  major  areas  of 
concentration  of  this  policy  and  the 
reasoning  behind  our  positions  follow. 
•Protect  U.S.  National  Security 

Caribbean  sealanes  are  extremely 
important  to  the  United  States.  Dur- 
ing peacetime,  about  half  our  foreign 
trade  and  half  our  imported  oil 
move  through  the  Caribbean  Sea. 
By  controlling  a  few  "choke  points" 
(Panama  Canal,  Yucatan  Channel, 
Straits  of  Florida,  Windward  Passage 
and  Mona  Passage),  an  aggressor 
could  close  the  Caribbean.  (Most  of  us 


have  forgotten  that  Hitler  understood 
this  vulnerability.  During  early  1942, 
a  small  Nazi  submarine  force  sank 
more  tonnage  in  the  Caribbean  than 
in  the  entire  Atlantic  Ocean.  That  was 
done  without  having  a  naval  base  in 
the  area.)  During  wartime,  the  region 
is  even  more  vital  because  half  of 
NATO's  supplies  would  move  from 
U.S.  gulf  ports  through  the  Straits  of 
Florida.  Similarly,  most  of  the  rein- 
forcements and  oil  for  U.S.  forces 
fighting  with  NATO  would  follow  the 
same  route. 

The  Caribbean  is  also  of  consider- 
able economic  importance.  It  is  Ameri- 
ca's fourth  largest  «xport  market. 
Caribbean  nations  send  over  half  their 
exports  to  the  United  States.  Mexico 
and  Venezuela  have  large,  proven  re- 
serves of  oil  and  natural  gas.  Carib- 
bean nations  serve  as  trans-shipment 
points  for  supertankers  carrying  Per- 
sian Gulf  oil  to  the  United  States. 
Major  oil  refineries  in  the  area  can 
process  5  million  barrels  of  crude  oil 
daily.  Bauxite,  used  in  aluminum 
manufacture,  comes  largely  from  the 
Caribbean  Basin.  The  United  States 
imports  94  percent  of  the  bauxite  it 
uses,  and  85  percent  comes  from  the 
Caribbean  Basin. 


•Reestablish  America's  Credibility 

Although  the  chief  Soviet  targets 
— Western  Europe,  the  Middle  East, 
Japan,  Southern  Africa — remain  free 
from  Soviet  control  or  influence,  the 
United  States  has  suffered  a  series 
of  foreign  policy  failures  during  the 
past  decade.  Although  each  incident 
stemmed  from  different  proximate 
causes,  U.S.  setbacks  in  Southeast 
Asia,  Angola,  Iran  and  Afghanistan 
impaired  America's  credentials  as 
leader  of  the  Free  World.  Now,  the 
administration  has  once  again  "drawn 
a  line"  against  aggression — this  time 
in  EI  Salvador,  much  closer  to  our 
shores.  The  United  States  must  prevent 
the  emergence  of  Communist  regimes 
on  the  mainland  of  Latin  America  in 
order  to  protect  our  vital  interests  and 
restore  national  credibility. 
•Defeat  Communist  Imperialism 

Initial  Cuban  efforts  after  1959  to 
"export"  Communist  revolution  to  its 
Latin  American  neighbors  were 
thwarted  by  target  countries  with  only 
limited  American  help.  Consequently, 
there  was  only  a  minor  threat  of 
Soviet-Cuban  imperialism  in  Central 
America  until  the  Sandinista  revolu- 
tion triumphed  in  Nicaragua  in  1979. 

Continued  .  .  . 
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instances  (in  which)  care  has  not  been 
provided,  or  a  lack  of  sensitivity  has 
been  demonstrated  by  VA  employees. 
The  American  Legion  has  consistently 
advised  the  VA  that  it  will  not  tolerate 
anything  less  than  a  sensitive  and 
helpful  attitude  toward  all  veterans, 
and  most  especially  toward  those  from 
the  Vietnam  era  who  have  special 
problems." 

The  Commander  also  called  for 
adequate  and  sensitive  treatment  of 
the  health  care  needs  of  the  increasing 
number  of  female  veterans,  and  allo- 
cation of  sufficient  funds  for  research 
and  VA  facilities  construction. 

Concluding  his  testimony,  the 
Commander  alerted  the  committee  to 
the  Legion's  commitment  to  finding 
solid  answers  to  questions  about  the 
health  consequences  of  exposure  to 
Agent  Orange.  "The  American  Legion 
has  been  in  the  forefront  of  the  dis- 


cussion and  has  sought  definitive  ac- 
tion with  regard  to  this  troublesome 
problem  ...  We  have  decided  to  make 
a  move  of  our  own,"  he  said.  "We  have 
entered  into  agreement  with  two  dis- 
tinguished scientists  to  conduct  a 
study  of  Vietnam-era  veterans  who  are 
members  of  the  Legion— focusing  on 
their  health,  their  life  situations  and 


"Wc  have  decided  to  make 
a  move  on  our  own 
(concerning  Agent  Orange), 


their  perceptions  of  the  VA.  This  study 
is  identified  as  the  Columbia  Univer- 
sity and  American  Legion  Study  of  the 
Vietnam  Era  Veterans.  We  hope  to 
have  (it)  completed  by  the  fall  of  1984 


and  we  will  share  its  findings  and  con- 
clusions with  the  committee." 

He  also  called  for  a  restoration  of 
the  burial  benefits  that  were  rescinded 
under  the  Omnibus  Budget  and  Rec- 
onciliation Act  of  1981,  a  decision  the 
Legion  opposed.  He  commended  the 
committee  for  its  role  in  creating  and 
pursuing  the  enactment  of  special  jobs 
training  program  legislation. 

As  the  Commander  departed  to  pre- 
sent similar  testimony  to  a  smaller, 
but  no  less  attentive  turnout  of  the 
Senate  Veterans  Affairs  Committee, 
Legionnaires  scattered  to  confer  with 
their  respective  representatives.  In 
numerous  personal  exchanges,  they 
presented  the  Legion's  1984  legislative 
priorities: 

•  Congressional  support  for  stabilized 
non-profit  postage  rates 

•  Presumption  of  service  connection 
for  veterans  suffering  from  specific 
disorders  associated  with  exposure 


.  .  .  Policy  Continued 
The  Sandinistas'  movement  toward  a 
totalitarian  Marxist-Leninist  state 
willing  to  support  insurgencies 
elsewhere  in  Central  America  was  a 
watershed  event.  It  gave  the  Com- 
munists an  ideal  base  of  operation  as 
well  as  a  propaganda  source. 

The  Soviet-Cuban  move  into  Central 
America  must  be  viewed  as  part  of  a 
changing  world  balance  of  power.  Over 
the  past  10  years,  Soviet  leaders  have 
assessed  the  "correlation  of  forces"  as 
moving  decisively  in  their  direction. 
This  evaluation  stemmed  from  their 
own  massive  military  buildup,  which 
for  the  first  time  made  them  a 
"worldwide"  superpower;  U.S.  inter- 
national setbacks;  growing  strains  in 
our  alliances;  American  lack  of  con- 
sensus at  home,  and  severe  cutbacks 
in  U.S.  spending  for  defense  and  secu- 
rity assistance  to  friendly  nations. 
Sensing  an  opportunity  for  low-cost, 
low-risk  gains  by  diverting  U.S.  re- 
sources from  the  major  areas  of  con- 
tentions (Europe,  Middle  East,  Japan), 
the  Soviets  greatly  accelerated  their 
diplomatic,  psychological,  political, 
economic  and  military  activities. 

Soviet  security  assistance  to  Cuba 
and  Nicaragua,  for  example,  exceeds 
similar  U.S.  aid  to  all  of  Latin 
America  by  a  10-to-l  ratio.  Similarly, 
Soviet  military  advisers  in  those  two 
countries  overshadow  their  American 
counterparts  in  the  entire  Caribbean 


Basin  by  a  20-to-l  ratio. 
•Encourage  Democracy 

Given  a  free  choice,  it  is  impossible 
to  believe  that  any  society  would  will- 
ingly choose  Communism.  For  66 
years,  the  world  has  suffered  through 
one  or  more  Communist  regimes. 
Their  record  of  freedom  suppressed, 
economies  mismanaged,  class  genocide 
imposed,  and  aggression  committed  is 
there  for  all  to  see  and  judge.  In  fact, 
Communism's  chief  export  is 
people  —  millions  of  refugees  and  de- 
fectors fleeing  oppression  at  risk  of 
their  lives.  The  Berlin  Wall  symbohzes 
the  total  failure  of  Communism. 

In  Central  America  many  (probably 
most)  people  understand  the 
brutalities  of  Communism  and  aspire 
to  establish  prosperous,  just,  demo- 
cratic societies.  Many  examples  can  be 
cited:  Costa  Rica  has  been  a  model 
democracy  for  35  years;  in  March 
1982,  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
Salvadorans  braved  guerrilla  violence 
to  vote  in  elections  for  the  Constituent 
Assembly;  10,000  Nicaraguans  seek  to 
overthrow  the  Sandinistas  and  estab- 
lish democracy,  and  Honduras  recently 
elected  a  democratic  government.  In 
order  to  fulfill  their  democratic  aspi- 
rations. Central  America  needs  tran- 
quility, economic  development  and 
education.  Only  the  United  States  is 
powerful  enough  and  wealthy  enough 
to  help  — not  compel  — our  Central 
American  friends  to  become  a  vital 


part  of  the  democratic  world.  President 
Ronald  Reagan,  speaking  last  April  27 
to  a  Joint  Session  of  Congress,  sum- 
med up  our  responsibility: 
We  have  a  vital  interest,  a  moral 
duty,  and  a  solemn  responsibility. 
This  is  not  a  partisan  issue.  It  is  a 
question  of  our  meeting  our  moral 
responsibility  to  ourselves,  our 
friends  and  our  posterity.  It  is  a 
duty  that  falls  on  all  of  us —the 
President,  the  Congress  and  the 
people.  We  must  perform  it  together. 
Who  among  us  would  wish  to  bear 
responsibility  for  failing  to  meet  our 
shared  responsibility? 
•Stop  the  Domino  Theory 
This  Time 

We  must  always  keep  in  mind  that 
Mexico  is  the  ultimate  Soviet  target 
and  key  domino.  A  Marxist-Leninist 
regime  in  Mexico,  hostile  to  the 
United  States,  would  be  a  national  se- 
curity disaster.  Although  there  is  no 
significant  internal  or  external  Com- 
munist threat  to  Mexico  currently,  the 
Soviets  have  a  long  view  of  strategy. 
Their  ideology  preaches  inevitable  vic- 
tory, counsels  patience  and  requires 
action  according  to  the  "objective" 
situation.  Unfortunately,  the  U.S. 
government  generally  takes  a  short- 
term,  reactive  view.  To  complicate 
matters  further— at  least  publicly— 
neither  the  Mexican  government  nor 
many  influential  Mexicans  recognize 
any  danger.  f^, 
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American  Legion  Acts 
On  LebancHi  And  Grenada 


to  Agent  Orange,  as  provided  for  on 
an  interim  basis  in  H.R.  1961  and  S. 
786 

•  Guarding  against  adverse  effect  on 
veterans  preference  by  the  contract- 
ing out  of  certain  federal  jobs 

•  Full  funding  for  the  jobs  training 
program 

•  Immigration  reform 

•  Mortgage  foreclosure  relief  for  vet- 
erans suffering  economic  difficulties 
as  a  result  of  recent  recession 

•  Protecting  the  needs  of  the  service 
and  the  individual  service  member 
during  the  debate  over  military  re- 
tirements 

•  Encouraging  legislation  to  boost 
volunteer  mileage  tax  deductions 

•  Seeking  support  for  the  President's 
Caribbean  Basin  Initiative 

•  Supporting  funds  for  modernization 
of  U.S.  defense  capabilities 

Future  Cooperation 
In  the  fall  of  1983,  The  American 
Legion  did  more  than  clarify  its  cen- 
tral role  in  American  life,  and  went 
beyond  asserting  itself  as  a  force  in  the 
nation's  capital.  It  opened  even  wider 
the  door  to  future  consultation  and, 
when  in  the  interest  of  veterans,  coop- 
eration with  those  who  govern  the  na- 
tion. 

Responding  to  a  pointed  remark  by 
Dr.  Kissinger  that  a  failure  of  resolve 
by  Congress  and  a  violation  of  the 
Paris  Peace  Accords  conspired  to  finally 
defeat  the  U.S.  in  Vietnam,  Kreul  for- 
warded to  him  the  Legion's  position, 
stated  in  the  May  1983  American 
Legion  Magazine,  fully  supporting  that 
assertion. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Commander, 
Secretary  of  State  Shultz  plans  to  con- 
tinue the  current  dialogue  during  the 
1984  Washington  Conference. 

And,  as  in  the  past,  the  special  per- 
spective of  The  American  Legion  will 
come  to  the  attention  of  Congress  in 
nearly  100  appearances  by  Legion 
spokesmen  testifying  during  the  1984 
Legion  year.  As  the  decisions  impacting 
on  American  policy  at  home  and  in 
every  trouble  spot  in  the  world  are 
made.  Legionnaires  and  those  depen- 
dent upon  them  can  be  assured  their 
voices  will  be  heard. 

It  was  to  such  an  end  that  the  wary 
colonists  insisted  upon  the  right  to  pe- 
tition the  government  for  themselves 
and  for  their  heirs.  And  it  is  to  such  an 
end  that  The  American  Legion  so  vig- 
orously exercises — and  defends — that 
right  for  the  Americans  of  today,  and 
of  tomorrow.  O 


Responding  to  fast  breaking  world 
events.  National  Commander  Keith 
Kreul  immediately  traveled  to  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  on  October  25  so  he  could 
personally  assess,  and  respond  to,  the 
tragic  terrorist  bombing  of  U.S. 
Marines  in  Lebanon  and  the  joint 
U.S. -Caribbean  nations  intervention 
in  Grenada. 

Immediately  upon  arrival,  the  Na- 
tional Commander  received  a  briefing 
from  the  national  staff  about  Legion 
perspectives  on  Lebanon  and  Grenada. 
On  October  26,  in  response  to  the  Na- 
tional Commander's  request,  expert 
members  of  the  National  Security 
Council  staff  presented  special  brief- 
ings to  him  at  the  White  House.  The 
extremely  comprehensive  and  candid 
briefings  were  an  indication  of  the  ex- 
cellent access  The  American  Legion 
enjoys  at  the  White  House  level.  That 
open,  productive  relationship  exists 
even  though  Legion  mandates  do  not 
support  administration  policies  across 
the  board. 

The  National  Commander  next  went 
to  Capitol  Hill  where  he  expressed  The 
American  Legion's  positions  on  Leba- 
non and  Grenada  to  key  legislators, 
who  were  preparing  to  debate  and  vote 
on  related  measures.  The  National 
Commander  met  individually  with 
Rep.  Jamie  L.  Whitten  (Mississippi), 
Chairman,  House  Appropriations 
Committee;  Rep.  Dan  Daniel  (Vir- 
ginia, and  Past  National  Commander 
1956-57);  Rep.  Clement  J.  Zablocki 
(Wisconsin),  Chairman,  House  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee;  and  Rep.  Steve 
Gunderson  (Wisconsin).  Additionally, 
he  spoke  briefly  with  a  ranking  major- 
ity member  of  the  House  Armed  Ser- 
vices Committee,  Rep.  Sam  Stratton 
(New  York). 

Several  major  national  news  organ- 
izations interviewed  Natl.  Cdr.  Kreul. 
News  interviews  included  the  Associ- 
ated Press,  the  United  Press  Interna- 
tional and  the  Washington  Post.  News- 
week magazine  also  interviewed  the 
National  Commander.  A  television  in- 
terview was  conducted  by  the  Indepen- 
dent News  Network. 

In  the  meetings  and  interviews, 
Natl.  Cdr.  Kreul  expressed  heartfelt 
condolences  to  the  families  of  the 


brave  Americans  who  lost  their  lives 
or  were  wounded  while  defending 
freedom  in  Lebanon  and  Grenada.  He 
supported  the  U.S.  role  in  Lebanon 
and  pointed  out  that  to  quit  Lebanon 
under  duress  would  be  to  surrender  to 
terrorist  pressure.  It  would  admit 
weakness  and,  as  appeasement,  would 
only  invite  further  defeats  in  the  fu- 
ture. 

On  Grenada,  the  National  Com- 
mander said  he  was  heartened  by  the 
decisive  action  taken  by  the  United 
States  at  the  unanimous  request  of  the 
Organization  of  Eastern  Caribbean 
States.  He  pointed  out  that  effective 
multilateral  action  to  restore  order  in 
Grenada  sent  an  unmistakable  mes- 
sage to  Marxist  revolutionaries  that 
the  Western  Hemisphere  is  not  theirs 
for  the  taking.  O 

Atomic  Veterans 

The  VA  has  broadened  the  guide- 
lines for  medical  treatment  for  those 
veterans  who  have  problems  they  attri- 
bute to  nuclear  radiation  exposure.  De- 
tails are  available  at  the  nearest  VA 
office,  medical  center  or  by  writing  to: 
The  American  Legion,  Veterans  Affairs 
&  Rehabilitation  Division,  1608  "K" 
St.,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20006 

Past  Natl.  Cdr.  Named 
To  \A  Committee 

Past  Natl.  Cdr.  William  R.  Burke  has 
been  named  to  the  Veterans  Adminis- 
tration Advisory  Committee  on  Ceme- 
teries and  Memorials  by  Harry  N. 
Walters,  VA  administrator. 

The  committee  Burke  serves  on  ad- 
vises Walters  on  the  National  Cemetery 
System,  possible  future  cemetery  sites, 
appropriate  memorials  and  the  ade- 
quacy of  federal  burial  benefits  set  by 
Congress  and  administered  by  the  VA. 

Burke  was  National  Commander  of 
The  American  Legion  in  1960-61.  He 
served  in  the  Navy  in  WWII  and  is  a 
former  member  of  the  Executive  Re- 
serve of  the  United  States  Office  of 
Emergency  Planning.  He  lives  in 
Palos  Verdes,  Calif 
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Work  part  time,  full  time  — 
right  at  home  —  we  he)p 
you  every  step  of  the  way. 

No  doubt  about  it ...  as  a  small  engine- 
pro,  you  can  cash  in  on  the  huge  de- 
mand for  qualified  men  in  one  of 
America's  fastest  growing  industries, 
You'll  be  able  to  command  top  hourly  rates'" 
of  from  $10.00  to  $15.00  per  hour  —  and 
that's  just  for  labor. 

Plenty  of  business  wailing  for  qualified  men. 
65,000,000  Small  Engines  Are  In  Use  Today! 

That's  the  official  count  from  the  Engine  Service  Assn. 
one-million  new  engines  are  being  built  each  month. 
Foley-Belsaw  training,  you  can  soon  have  the  skil 


,  and 
With 
and 


knowledge  to  make  top  money  servicing  these  engines. 


Prolesslonal  Tools  and  Equipment  PLUS  4  tip  Engine . 
All  YOURS  TO  KEEP    .  .  All  at  No  Eitra  Cost 
NO  EXPERIENCE  NECESSARY! 

You  don't  neea  to  be  a  born  mechanic'  or  have 
experience.  Lessons  are  fully  illustrated  so 
can't  go  wrong,  and  with  our  famous  'learn- 
method  you  get  practical  'hands-on'  experience. 


any  prior 
clear  you 
by-doing' 


Foley-Belsaw  Institute  •  50360  Field  BIdg. 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  64111 

□  VES,  please  send  me  ihe  FREE  booklet  lhal  gives  full  i 
tails  about  starting  my  own  business  in  Small  Engine  Rep. 
I  understand  there  is  No  Obligation  and  that  No  Salesman 
call  on  me 

NAME   


ADDRESS- 
CITY  


|_STATE_ 


Football 

FANS!! 


FREE  NFL  CATALOG 

Just  published!  The  only  catalog  of 
National  Football  Lea^II^COLLECTOR 
ITEMS — mugs,  tankards,  plaques, 
T-shirts,  jackets — you  name  it!  We  even 
have  a  lamp  with  a  full-size  helmet  as  the 
base  (your  team  emblem  is  on  it,  just  like 
a  real  helmet). 

We  have  these  goodies  with  the  official 
names  and  emblems  of  all  28  NFL  teams. 
They're  not  only  collector's  items,  they're 
conversation  pieces.  Best  of  all,  they're 
superb  gift  ideas. 

We'll  even  pay  for  the  phone  call  to 
bring  your  catalog  to  you  by  mail. 
Call  toll-free,  from  anywhere  in  the 
continental  U.  S. :  1  -800-438-3000,  or  write 
today! 


Berkshire  Enterprises  Ltd. 

2838  Interstate  85  Soutii 
Charlotte,  NC  28208 

I  LjtD  I  please  send  me  your 
fascinating  FREE  catalog  of  NFL 
Collector  items. 

Name   

Address   

City   

State   


.  Zip 


CR52 


OUTFIT  REUNIONS 

Reunion  will  be  held  in  month  indicated.  For  particu- 
lars write  person  whose  address  is  given.  Notices  accepted 
on  official  forms  only.  For  form  send  stamped  self- 
addressed  envelope  to  O.R.  Form,  American  Legion  Mag- 
azine. P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206.  Notices 
must  be  received  five  months  before  scheduled  reunion. 
Earliest  submissions  are  favored  when  the  volume  of 
notices  is  too  great  to  print  them  all.  Notice  of  Outfit 
Reunions  are  run  only  once  during  a  calendar  year. 

Because  so  many  of  our  readers  have  requested 
that  we  include  the  heading,  "Army  Air  Corps,**  we 
will  begin  to  do  so  in  the  January  1984  issue. 

ARMY 

43rd  Inf.  Div.  (Sunbelt  Chapter)  (Jan-Orlando,  FLI, 
William  Head,  8139  Stockholm  St.,  Brooksville,  FL 
33512  (904)  596-6121 

278th  Regt.  Combat  Team  (1950-52)  ( Mar-Gatlinburg, 
TN),  James  Arnett,  Jr.,  Abner  Cruze  Rd.,  Rt.  16, 
Knoxville,  TN  37920  (615)  577-8229. 

503rd  RCT  (Corregidor  Dinner)  (WWID  ( Feb-Jackson, 
MS),  Tom  Morrow,  3915  Archer  Ave.,  Jackson,  MS 
39212  (601)  372-6107 

Fort  Screven  Assn.  (8th  Inf.  Regt.)  (WWII)  (Mar-Tybee 
Island,  GA),  Larry  Knecht,  171  N.  Shore  Tferr.,  Char- 
lotte Harbor,  FL  33950  (813)  625-3312 

"HQ"  Co.,  18th  Amphibious  Group  (1943-45-Ft.  Ord, 
CA)  (Feb-Carmel,  (JA),  William  Dettman,  24056  Calen- 
dula, Mission  Viejo,  CA  92692  (714)  859-6773 

AIR  FORCE 

454th  Bomb  Sq.,  323rd  Bomb  Grp.,  »th  A.F.,  (B-26 
Marauders)  (WWII)  (Apr-Charleston,  SO,  Joe  Hav- 
rilla,  1208  Margaret  St.,  Munhall,  PA  15120  (412)  461- 
6373 

465th  Bomb  Group  Assn.  (WWII)  (June-Italy),  James 
Watkins,  11415  Minor  Dr.,  Kansas  City,  MO  64114 
(816)  942-5594 

1050th  Air  Police  Sq.  (Andrews  AFB-1949-52)  (Apr- 
Washington),  John  Dunn,  19  River  St.,  East  Haven,  CT 
06512  1203)  469-8061 

NAVY 

Fleet  Air  Wing  Seven  (VPB,  103,  105,  107,  110,  111, 
112,  114,  Sqdns.,  PATSU's,  Hedron  &  FAW  7  Staff- 
Dundeswell,  Eng)  (Apr-Jacksonville,  FL),  Frank 
Bransom,  8219  Grampell  Dr  E,  Jacksonville,  FL  32205 
(904)  786-7672 

"R"  Div.,  USS  Antietam  CVS  36  (Feb-Las  Vegas,  NV), 
Roger  Nelson,  Box  196,  Rt.  3,  Canby,  MN  56220  (507) 
223-7463 

USS  John  D.  Henley  (DD  553)  (WWII)  (Mar-Atlanta), 

Lewis  Watton,  57  W.S.  Saginaw  Rd.,  Bay  City,  Ml 

48706  (517)  684-4496 
USS  Mahan  (DD  364)  (Dec-San  Francisco),  Thomas 

Welsh,  11  Kentdale  Ln.,  Kentfield,  CA  94904  (415) 

461-9569 

MARINES 

"A"  Btry.,  2nd  Airdrome  Bn.,  Fleet  Marine  Force  & 
"D"  Btry.,  17th  Heavy  AA  Grp.,  5th  Amph.  Corps. 

(Mar- Las  Vegas,  NV),  Arnold  Mervin,  2523  SE  22nd 
Ave.,  Cape  Coral,  FL  33904  (813)  574-5441 

MISCELLANEOUS 

North  Dakota  Iwo  Jima  Vets  Assn.  (Feb-Grand  Forks, 
ND),  Leo  Gray,  Rt.  1,  Box  llOA,  Hankinson,  ND  58041 
(701)  242-8284 

COMRADES  IN  DISTRESS 

Readers  who  can  help  these  veterans  are  urged  to  do  so. 
Usually  a  statement  is  needed  in  support  of  a  VA  claim. 

Notices  are  run  only  at  the  request  of  American  Legion 
Service  Officers  representing  claimants,  using  Search  for 
Witness  Forms  available  only  from  State  Legion  Service 
Officers.  Please  contact  CID  #  .  The  American  Legion 
Magazine,  P.O.  Box  1055,  700  N.  Pennsylvania  St.,  In- 
dianapolis, Ind.  46206. 

1013th  ASU  RC  "I"  Co.  Willard  D.  Belanger  needs  wit- 
nesses to  verify  a  claim  that  while  stationed  at  Fort  De- 
vens,  Mass.  in  1952-53,  he  suffered  injury  to  his  knees 
and  back.  Contact  CID  904. 

18th  Inf.,  1st  Div.  1st  Army.  Joseph  B.  Blessett  is  seek- 
ing witnesses  to  verify  a  claim  that  while  stationed  at 
Spartanburg,  S.C.,  in  1942,  he  injured  his  legs  during 
parachute  training  and  while  in  Germany,  his  eye  was 
injured  by  shrapnel  and  he  received  a  concussion  during 
combat.  Contact  CID  905 

Camp  Wheeler,  GA.  John  Ravenel  Chancey  is  seeking 
witnesses  to  verify  a  claim  that  while  stationed  at 
Camp  Wheeler,  Ga.  in  Nov.  1944,  he  injured  his  back 
during  a  training  exercise  and  was  treated  for  asthma 
at  the  same  time.  Contact  CID  906 

578th  Signal  A.W.B.  Thomas  J.  Nite  needs  witnesses  to 
verify  a  claim  that  while  stationed  at  Yasawa,  Fiji  Is- 


lands in  Sept.  1943,  he  injured  his  back  and  foot  when 
an  oil  drum  fell  off  a  jeep.  Contact  CID  907 

ALFA  52.  Elvin  Lewis  Oglesby  is  seeking  witnesses  to 
verify  a  claim  that  while  stationed  at  Cape  May,  N,J,  in 
1963,  he  suffered  injuries  to  head,  eyes,  ears,  back, 
knees  and  right  shoulder  while  running  an  obstacle 
course.  Contact  CID  908 

288th  Signal  Corp.,  4th  Platoon,  "C"  Co.  Joseph  Cam- 
pise  needs  witnesses  to  verify  a  claim  that  while 
stationed  at  Camp  Cook,  Calif  in  June  1951,  he  was 
knocked  unconscious  and  he  fell  from  the  side  of  a  ship 
and  struck  his  head  causing  dizzy  spells  throughout  his 
service  time.  Contact  CID  909 

1058th  Engineers,  HQ  Co.  Frank  J.  Sprock  is  seeking 
witnesses  to  verify  a  claim  that  while  stationed  at  Port 
Call,  Wales,  England  in  Dec.  1945,  he  suffered  paralysis 
to  the  right  side  of  his  face.  Contact  CID  910 


TAPS 
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The  Taps  Notice  mentions,  whenever 
possible,  those  Legionnaires  who  have 
held  high  National  or  Department 
Office  in  the  Legion,  United  States 
government,  or  other  forms  of  national 
prominence. 

Edward  Frank  Riedel,  Texas  De- 
partment Commander  (1940-41),  De- 
partment Vice  Commander  (1938-39). 

Robert  Edward  Holmes,  Ore.  De- 
partment Commander  (1980-81),  De- 
partment Vice  Commander  (1979-80). 

Russell  W.  Lindberg,  National  Ex- 
ecutive Committeeman  (1961-63), 
Alternate  National  Executive  Com- 
mitteeman (1959-61),  Mont.  Depart- 
ment Commander  (1956-57),  Depart- 
ment Vice  Commander  (1955-56). 

Elden  Olathe  Bohn,  Ohio  Depart- 
ment Commander  (1978-79),  Depart- 
ment Vice  Commander  (1976-78). 

Harold  Sandefur  Dodson,  Ky. 
Department  Commander  (1956-57). 

LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 

The  award  of  a  life  membership  to  a  Legionnaire  by  a 
Post  is  a  testimonial  by  those  who  know  best  that  such  a 
member  has  served  The  American  Legion  well. 

Below  are  listed  some  of  the  previously  unlisted  life 
membership  Post  awards  that  have  been  reported  to  the 
editors. 


A.  P.  Babcock,  A.  B.  Clark,  Dr.  Frank  E.  Blaisdell, 
Henry  F.  Kilfoyl,  Alfred  L.  Picanso,  Lloyd  D.  Sweet 
(1983),  Post  121,  Watsonville,  Calif 

Theodore  P.  DalDon,  Harry  Cohen  (1983),  Post  417, 
Millbrae,  Calif 

C.  Elwood  Johnson,  G.  Wilson  Lowe,  Donald  E. 
Neil  (1982),  Eugene  C.  Flickinger,  Braden  Shoupe, 
James  K.  Powell  (1983),  Post  30,  Wilmington  Manor, 
Del. 

Joseph  L.  DeCenzo,  Byron  D.  Walters  (1982),  Post 
259,  Clinton,  Md. 

William  P.  Lore,  Irvin  W.  L.  Langley,  Charles 
Serabian  ( 1982),  Post  274,  Lusby,  Md. 

George  J.  Gomic  (1982).  Post  276,  Severn,  Md. 

Ashby  L.  Jenkins  ( 1982),  Post  277,  Riviera  Beach,  Md. 

Abdella  E.  Simon  (1982),  Post  292,  Madrid,  Spain 

Mort  Wood,  Merit  Overton,  Sr.,  Dr.  J.  Duane  Miller, 
John  D.  Jones,  Wade  Hampton  (1981),  John  C.  Willis 
(1983),  Post  160,  Bangor,  Mich. 

Almerindo  Afgentieri,  Joseph  J.  Belczak,  James 
Butler,  Ferdinand  Castiglione,  Nicholas  C.  Christ- 
opher, Cyrus  J.  Dahl,  William  S.  Hawthorne,  Paul 
Holway,  Alfred  J.  Hurst,  Stephen  Kwarciany  (1983), 
Post  264,  Tbnawanda,  N.Y. 

Max  Winkeeper  (1983),  Post  1246,  Oceanside,  N.Y. 
William  W.  Bookman,  Donald  M.  Miller,  Thomas  E. 
Sommer  (1983),  Post  473,  Copley,  Ohio 

Fred  Favo,  Charles  J.  Cooper  ( 1982),  Post  600,  Oak- 
mont.  Pa. 

George  H.  Johnson,  Edward  G.  Welchman  (1983), 
Post  24,  Woodstock,  Vt. 
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Now...$1  ^  per  window 
for  an  inside  window 
insulating  system  that 
stops  cold  air  and 
increases  R  value  by  90% 


STOPS  Cold  Air  Drafts  100% 
Easily  Installed  In  5  Minutes 
NO  Tedious  Measuring  or 
Cutting 

NO  Nailing,  Screws,  Magnets  or 
Channels 

Household  Hair  Dryer  Pulls 
Window  Tight 

Heat  Window  Defies  Detection 


•  Packaged  On  A  Roll  For  Easy 
Installation 

•  Wipes  Clean  With  Damp  Cloth  & 
Folds  Away  For  Reuse 

•  Opens  For  Easy  Access  or 
Cleaning 

•  Can  Be  Seamed  Together  For 
Large  Windows 


Protects  You 
From  Winter's 
Cold  Blasts 


Fits  Any  Type 
Window-Casement, 
Bow  Arched,  Etc. 


Patio  Door  & 
Picture  Window 
Kits  Also 


Pulls  Tight 
With  Household 
Hair  Dryer 


Our  Double 
Track  Acrylic 
Fastener 


With  Heat 
Window  Candle 
Never  Flickers 


The  problem  with  most  inside  window 
sealinq  products  on  the  market  today  has 
been  they  are  difficult  to  install  and  look 
even  worse. 

We  all  have  seen  homes  with  a  sagging 
baggy  piece  of  cloudy  plastic  fixed  to  the 
windows.  Not  only  is  this  an  eye  sore,  but 
the  effectiveness  as  a  window  insulator  falls 
almost  to  zero. 

We  have  adapted  a  technology  that  was 
developed  for  the  industrial  packaging 
industry.  We  enjoy  all  types  of  products  that 
are  wrapped  and  heat  sealed  to  keep  in 
product  freshness  by  keeping  air  out. 

The  Heat  Window  takes  this  technology  a 
few  steps  further  and  applies  the  same 


GUARANTEE 

Test  the  HEAT-WINDOW 

SYSTEM.  Trial  test 
without  risk.  Install  the 
Heat-Window  and  should 
you  feel  that  it  did  not 
increase  the  overall 
comfort  level. or  did  not 
perform  to  your  expecta- 
tions, return  the  unused 
portion  within  15  days  for 
a  refund  of  the  purchase 
price  less  postage. 


concept  to  windows  in  homes  and  busi- 
nesses. The  system  is  simple,  low  in  cost 
and  yet  so  superior  to  window  products 
costing  5  to  10  times  as  much.  Anyone  can 
get  professional  results  in  minutes,  just  by 
applying  our  acrylic  double  track  fastener  to 
window  trim.  Applying  Heat-Window  Film 
then  with  an  ordinary  hair  dryer  apply  hot  air 
to  the  surface.  Immediately  the  film  tightens 
dmm  tight,  easily  and  effortlessly.  You  have 
just  professionally  sealed  your  window  from 
the  inside  and  have  formed  a  thermal  banner 
that  will  reduce  heat  loss  from  cold  drafty 
windows  and  prevent  cold  air  infiltration  into 
your  living  area. 


Visa  &  Mastercard 
ORDER  TOLL  FREE 
1-800-523-2004 

Anywhere  in  USA 
24  hours  a  day  — 
7  days  a  week 
Operators  Only  Qualified 
To  Take  Orders 


PLUS  POSTAGE 


ONE  TEN  WINDOW  KIT 

—  40  inches  wide  by  41  feet  long  on  a  roll 
110  feet  of  Fastening  Track. 


ENERGY  ARSENAL  HEAT  WINDOW  DEPT.  AL-12 

254  County  Line  Rd.,  Hatboro,  PA  19040 


Please  send  me  _ 


,  kit  with  step-by-step  instructions.  Patio  Door  &  Picture  Window  Size  Kit 


—  7  feet  X  9  feet  with  fastening  track  $7.95  PLUS  $1.75  postage. 
One  10  window  kit  —  40  inches  wide  by  41  feet  long,  110  feet  of  fastening  track  for  the  low  price  of 
$14.90  PLUS  $1.75  postage. 

A  20  window  kit  —  40  inches  wide  by  82  feet  long  with  220  feet  of  fastening  track  and  easy  instructins 
for  $28.00  PLUS  $2.00  Postage.  A  Savings  of  $1.80  if  purchased  separately. 
A  30  window  kit  —  40  inches  wide  by  123  feet  long  with  330  feet  of  fastening  track  and  easy 
instructions  for  $41.95  PLUS  $2.25  Postage,  A  Savings  of  $2.75  if  purchased  separately. 

No  C.O.D.'s  PLEASE  CHARGE  MY    □  VISA    □  MASTERCARD 


Acct.  No.  _ 

NAME   

ADDRESS 
CITY  


.  EXP.  Date 


.STATE. 


.  APT  NO. 

 ZIP 


SIGNATURE   

Orders  to  Canada  check  or  money  order  must  be  made  payable  in  U.S.  Dollars  and  $3.00  must  be  added  to  total  cost  ol  order 

1  □  SEND  FOR  OUR  ENERGY  SAVINGS  PRODUCTS  CATALOG.—  _  mmm 


Orders  to  Canad 


IN  YOUR  OWN 
SPARE 
TIME  or 
FULL  TIME 


SHARPENING  BUSINESS! 


ON  OUR 
30-DAY 
FREE 
TRIAL 
OFFER 


You  risk  nothing  by  accepting  this 
offer  to  see  how  easily  you  can 
turn  your  spare  time  into  big  Cash 
Profits  with  your  own  Complete 
Sharpening  Shop  No  selling  . 
no  previous  experience  needed 
Our  famous  Sharp-All  and 
show-how  instruction  set  you  up 
to  make  $200,  $500  $700  a 
month  CASH  sharpening  Saws. 
Knives,  Scissors,  Lawnmowers, 
Shop  and  Garden  Tools  all 
cutting  edges 


Send  for  all  the  facts! 
Our  free  Book  tells  flow  tc 
start  a  profitable,  lifetime 
home  sharpening  business 
how  we  help  you  grow,  how 
we'll  finance  you. 

Send  for  FREE  details  —  mail  coupon  below  or  postcard  TODAYi 
Foley  Belsaw  Co.  60285  Field  Building,  Kansas  City.  Mo.  64111 


No  Obligation...No  Salesman  Will  Call 


*  YES,  LJ  ''^^^^  ^"^^^         ^^^^  ■  "^"SAS  CITY,  MO  64111 

please  send  me  the  fR££  BOOH  that  gives  full  details. 


'  Address_ 
•  City-State 


1903  SPRINGFIELDS 


STARTING  AT 

$189.90 

The  forty  year  wait  is  over!  These  Springfields 
have  been  in  Gov't  storage  since  the  1940's. 
Now,  this  final  lot  of  historic  rifles  is  available 
to  you.  Complete,  original  and  in  "As  Issued" 
condition  (very  good  to  excellent!).  Quantity 
strictly  limited. 

For  ordering  instructions  and  20  page  Fed 
Ord  Catalog  send  40e  in  postage  on  a  SASE  to: 
Fed  Ord,  1443  Potrero  Ave.,  P.O.  Box  6050 
Dept.  ALM12,  So.  El  Monte,  CA  91733. 


TOLL  FREE  800-435-5119 


Japan 


$200 
$10,000 
CASH 
PAID 


■  Mililar\  lliii.r.ilioiis  S  (,irni.ni  tt  WII  R.-liis 
(i-piiialh  (laKKirsI  \ls(i  *.iMli.d 

David  E  J  Pepin— Member  imbthk.  Tokyo.  Japan 
Dept.  AM.P  0  Box  354,  Grant  Park.  IL  60940 


American 
Diabetes 
Association 


News  To  Use 


Penny-Wise  Advice  For  Car  Buyers 

If  you're  thinking  about  buying  a  new  car,  get  out  your  pencil  and  do  some  sharp 
figuring,  because  costs  will  go  up  in  the  months  ahead.  Here's  the  automotive 
situation  as  of  now. 

Prices:  The  average  tag  on  a  new  car  is  about  $11,000.  You  can  buy  a  lot  of 
models  for  less  than  that,  but  demand  has  been  shifting  toward  the  more  expen- 
sive jobs  (one  reason  being  that  the  gasoline  scare  is  gone).  So  it's  on  the  high 
end  of  the  lines  that  you'll  find  the  widest  selections  and  get  the  heaviest  sales 
pitch  (the  dealer's  gross  is  about  12  percent  to  20  percent  of  the  sticker  price).  As 
for  increases  themselves,  the  first  round  is  in  a  range  of  2  percent  to  4  percent, 
with  more  to  follow  if  demand  holds  up,  as  expected. 

Used  Cars:  Demand  has  been  very  strong,  and  tags  are  up  at  least  10  percent 
over  a  year  ago.  This  means  that  if  you  are  trading  in  on  a  new  car,  you  prob- 
ably can  get  a  pretty  good  deal. 

First,  though,  consider  selling  your  old  car  yourself,  especially  if  it  has  a  lot  of 
mileage  on  it.  To  get  a  line  on  selling  prices,  look  at  the  ads  in  your  local  paper 
to  see  what  others  are  asking.  Also  your  library  may  have  a  guide  to  used  car 
prices. 

Financing:  If  you  buy  on  the  installment  plan,  this  obviously  will  jack  up  the 
price  of  your  car  appreciably.  Example:  A  $5,000  loan  for  three  years  at  15  per- 
cent will  add  about  $1,250  in  interest  charges  to  the  cost  of  the  vehicle. 

Right  now,  there's  a  fairly  wide  range  of  interest  rates,  from  close  to  12  per- 
cent to  upwards  of  16  percent.  Prospects  for  next  year  are  that  these  figures  will 
move  up,  with  fewer  incentives  from  the  auto  makers.  One  way  to  gauge  how 
much  you  can  afford:  The  monthly  payments  on  your  car  should  not  exceed  50 
percent  of  your  home  mortgage  or  rental  costs. 

Coming:  Bonanza  In  Beepers? 

Betting  in  the  electronics  industries  is  that  the  next  bonanza  will  be  the 
"beeper"  or  "pager"  that  alerts  you  to  get  in  touch  with  your  home  or  office. 
Reasons  for  the  optimism: 

1.  Extension  of  the  beeper's  range  from  a  few  miles  (30  to  maybe  200)  to 
nationwide. 

2.  Improvements  in  equipment  that  enable  the  beeper  not  only  to  "beep"  but 
also  print  out  figures  and  messages. 

3.  Growing  non-business  usage — by  baby  sitters,  parents,  invalids,  etc. 
Beepers  work  via  radio  signals  broadcast  by  "radio  common  carriers"  (RCC's, 

of  which  there  are  thousands  nationwide,  listed  in  your  phone  book  under  "pag- 
ing services").  To  reach  somebody  who  has  a  beeper,  you  call  his  or  her  special 
phone  number,  which  the  RCC  broadcasts  as  a  "beep"  (audible  only  by  the 
proper  recipient).  As  for  costs:  You  have  to  rent  or  buy  a  receiver  (beeper);  a 
monthly  fee  is  levied  by  the  RCC;  on  top  of  that,  you  pay  a  per  call  charge. 
Estimated  annual  total:  $200  to  $300. 

Incidentally,  experts  say  that  right  now  it  may  be  wise  to  rent  a  beeper,  rather 
than  buy  one,  because  of  rapidly  changing  technology. 


Heed  These  Timely  Tips 
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Tax  Reminder:  If  you  underestimated  your  1983  federal  income  tax  payments 
because  you  figured  on  a  10  percent  withholding  of  interest  and  dividends 
(which  never  went  into  effect),  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  advises  that  you 
make  up  the  difference  in  your  January  tax  payment.  Otherwise  you'll  run  the 
risk  of  penalty. 

Winter  Warning:  Jump-starting  car  batteries  can  result  in  serious  bodily  harm 
unless  you  take  proper  precautions  (the  National  Society  to  Prevent  Blindness 
estimates  around  10,000  eye  injuries  last  year).  To  avoid  mishaps,  particularly 
explosions,  the  society  says  you  should  1)  always  wear  goggles,  2)  extinguish 
cigarettes  or  flames,  3)  make  sure  cars  don't  touch,  4)  add  water  to  batteries 
and  replace  caps  when  needed,  5)  avoid  jump-starting  if  battery  fluid  is  frozen, 
6)  be  sure  both  batteries  are  negatively  grounded  and  of  the  same  voltage. 

By  Edgar  A.  Grunwald 
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Letters 

(Continued  from  page  12) 


Country"  is  discreetly  presented  on  the 
cover.  The  articles  are  of  general 
American  interest,  carefully  selected 
and  well-written  and,  for  non-mem- 
bers, the  Legion's  business  never  in- 
terferes. I  keep  a  file  for  my  grandson's 
history  studies.  A  puzzling  question  is 
why  I've  never  been  able  to  detect 
which  way  the  political  wind  is  blow- 
ing? It  is  just  a  genuine,  down-to- 
earth,  honest-to-goodness  American 
publication  for  this  adopted  citizen. 

Greta  M.  Lawrence 
Savannah,  Ga. 

•In  a  photo  caption  in  "Special  Times 
And  Places"  (October)  describing 
events  at  the  recent  Seattle  Conven- 
tion, it  states  that  an  Auxiliary 
member  for  the  first  time  had  won  top 
prize  of  a  1983  Dodge  400  convertible. 
I  was  the  fortunate  winner  of  a  Ford 
convertible  at  the  Minneapolis  Con- 
vention in  1959,  which  I  drove  and 
enjoyed  for  many  years. 

Margaret  Boyer 
Topeka,  Kans. 

*It  has  come  to  the  attention  of  The 
American  Legion  Magazine  that  some 
veterans  are  seeking  D-Day  travel  in- 
formation. For  those  wishing  to  join  a 
tour  starting  from  this  country,  please 
contact  your  local  travel  agent.  For 
those  who  wish  to  travel  independently 
write  airmail  to:  Tim  King,  D-Day  40, 
Tourism  Unit,  Civic  Centre,  South- 
ampton, England  S09  4XF.  He  will 
assist  by  sending  updated  events,  and 
if  requested,  he  will  send  names  of 
specialists  who  are  offering  tours  for 
this  event.  We  neither  recommend  nor 
endorse  the  above,  but  merely  pass  it  on 
as  a  source  of  information — The  Editors 

Military  Records 

•Some  time  ago  I  wrote  to  the  Military 
Records  Center,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  re- 
questing copies  of  my  military  file  and 
was  advised  that  my  records  were 
presumed  lost  in  the  fire,  since  they 
could  not  be  located.  As  I  had  my  per- 
sonal military  file,  I  sent  a  copy  to  St. 
Louis,  after  ascertaining  that  they 
would  definitely  be  interested  in  re- 
ceiving such  information.  You  might 
want  to  alert  other  veterans  who  have 
their  own  military  files  to  turn  them 
over  to  the  records  center,  thereby 
helping  to  reconstruct  not  only  their 
own  files,  but  also  those  of  others  who 
may  appear"  on  the  same  documents. 

Edwin  F.  Lochner 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Cunard's  Mexican  Riviera 
for  Leoionnaires: 
All   the  best- 
up  to  $1,500  less! 


Cunard  Princess  introduces  the  seven- 
day  "Acapulco  Fiesta"  cruise  between 
Los  Angeles  and  the  most  exciting 
resort  ports  on  the  Mexican  Riviera — 
for  up  to  $1,500  less  than  other  five- 
port  cruises.* 

Cruise  by  the  pirate  coves  of  Cabo 
San  Lucas.  Bargain  for  crafts  in 
Mazatlan.  Ride  horseback  in  Puerto 
Vallarta.  Sun  and  swim  in  Manzanillo 
(southbound)  or  Zihuatanejo/lxtapa 
(northbound).  Live  it  up  overnight  in 
Acapulco! 

Designed  for  Riviera  cruising. 

On  Cunard  Princess,  you  dine  in  a  res- 
taurant with  panoramic  views.  Enjoy 
spacious  sightseeing  decks,  an  out- 
door pool  and  cafe.  Play  paddle  tennis 
or  miniature  golf.  Take  in  the  casino 
and  disco,  dancing  and  nightclub 
revues,  piano  bar  and  sauna. 
Legionnaires  save  an 
additional  10%. 
You  and  your  family  take  an  additional 
10  percent  off  Cunard's  already  low 
cruise  rates — which  include  your  state- 
room, dining,  entertainment  and 
more!  From  $1,090**  per  person,  dou- 
ble occupancy,  less  members'  discount 
of  10  percent.  Money-saving  air/sea 
packages  from  68  North  American 
cities,  some  offering  free  airfare! 

For  reservations  and  information, 
call  Mr.  Les  Kertes,  collect,  at  (516) 
466-0335  or  (212)  895-7062. 


10  convenient  Saturday 
sailings. 


7  days  from 
Los  Angeles. 

Jan.  14 
Feb.  11 
Feb.  25 
March  24 
April  21 


7  days  from 
Acapulco. 

Jan.  7 
Jan.  21 
March  3 
April  28 
May  26 


#T0  AND  FROM  LOS  ANGELES 
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■  Compared  to  the  leading  competitor's  rates  for 
similar  itineraries,  Cunard's  air/sea  rates  are 
from  $400  to  $1,500  less  per  stateroom,  dou- 
ble occupancy. 

■  From  $1,190,  beginning  Dec.  24.  Taxes 
additional.  Rate  varies  according  to  region. 
Itinerary  subject  to  change. 


CUNARD  PRINCESS 

Registered  in  the  Bahamas 


CUNARD  Mr.  Les  Kertes, 
Hartford  Holidays,  RO.  Box  462,  277  Nor- 
thern Boulevard,  Great  Neck,  NY  1 1022. 
Send  me  details  on  Cunard's  special  7-day 
Mexican  Riviera  cruise  opportunities  for 
Legionnaires  and  their  families. 


Invasion 


( Continued  from  page  21 ) 


sion  by  any  foreign  power."  Privately, 
he  met  again  with  his  advisers.  Had 
they  missed  somebody?  Had  any  great 
Indian  holy  man  not  yet  been  called  on 
to  help?  he  asked.  Yes,  there  was  one 
they  hadn't  called:  Kirpal  Singh. 

If  any  man  was  ever  qualified  to  step 
onto  the  stage  of  history  at  this  mo- 
ment, it  was  Kirpal  Singh.  He  under- 
stood war,  having  served  with  the 
Indian  military  for  36  years  until  re- 
tiring in  1948  as  deputy  assistant  con- 
troller of  military  accounts.  He  was  an 
international  figure,  the  first  non- 
Christian  ever  awarded  the  Order  of 
Saint  John  of  Jerusalem  by  the 
Knights  of  Malta;  he  was  president  of 
the  World  Fellowship  of  Religions,  and 
he  convened  the  World  Conference  on 
Unity  of  Man. 

Kirpal  Singh  not  only  talked  about 
promoting  peace  worldwide,  he  was 
also  a  practical  man  of  action.  He  met 
with  Pope  Paul  VI  and  the  Archbishop 
of  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church  and 
told  them,  "Unity  is  the  need  of  the 
hour."  Afterwards,  the  Pope  of  Rome 
and  the  Patriarch  of  Constantinople 
got  together,  ending  11  centuries  of 
schism  in  the  church. 

When  the  governor  of  the  Tyrol  was 
trying  to  prevent  a  civil  war  in  that 
state,  Kirpal  Singh  met  with  him  for 
two  hours  and  advised  him.  There  was 
a  riot,  which  subsided  —  but  no  war  in 
the  Tyrol.  Sant  Kirpal  Singh,  his  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  followers  around 
the  world  called  him  and  they  consid- 
ered him  a  saint,  a  man  of  great  purity 
and  devotion,  capable  of  "miracles." 

Born  into  the  Sikh  religion,  he 
preached  the  oneness  of  all  mankind. 
"We  are  all  children  of  the  one  God," 
he  insisted.  He  told  all  his 
followers — Christians,  Muslims,  Jews, 
Hindus,  Jains,  Buddhists,  Sikhs, 
—  "Stay  in  your  own  religion,  but 
realize  God  during  your  lifetime." 

And  he  practiced  what  he  preached. 
In  a  nation  where  there  seem  to  be 
more  self-appointed  prophets  and  so- 
called  "gurus"  than  there  are  follow- 
ers, Kirpal  Singh  stood  out.  He  never 
accepted  any  donations  and  he  lived 
entirely  on  his  own  salary  or  his  pen- 
sion. It  was  said  he  worked  around  the 
clock  for  the  suffering  and  the  poor — 
and  for  spiritually  hungry  people  of  all 
classes.  And  some  said  he  never  slept, 
another  "miracle." 

He  was  the  confidant  of  Indian  pres- 
idents, a  friend  of  Prime  Minister 
Nehru's  sister  Vijaya,  and  he  was  the 
only  holy  man  ever  invited  to  address 

38 


India's  Parliament. 

Now,  in  the  war's  darkest  days,  they 
summoned  Kirpal  Singh  to  the  capital. 

Could  he  possibly  do  something, 
anything,  to  turn  back  the  Chinese  in- 
vasion and  save  India  from  disaster? 
government  officials  asked. 

No.  He  could  do  nothing,  he  told 
them.  The  officials  were  shaken.  He 
could  do  nothing? 

No,  he  could  not  do  anything  him- 
self, Kirpal  Singh  said,  but  he  would 
obediently  pass  on  their  request  to 
Hazur  ("Lord").  With  relief,  Nehru's 
men  realized  Kirpal  Singh  was  speak- 
ing out  of  humility;  a  man  of  God,  he 
actually  saw  everything  being  done  by 
a  power  beyond  himself  He  was  agree- 
ing to  help. 

Those  who  met  Kirpal  Singh  that 
day  still  remember  being  touched  by 
his  simple,  yet  kingly  manner.  From 
his  eyes,  life  and  hope  itself  seemed  to 
bubble.  There  was  no  denying  the 
spiritual  majesty  of  the  man,  however 
much  one  might  doubt  that  a  retired 
military  accounts  officer  could  stop  an 
invasion — singlehanded! 

Kirpal  Singh  went  back  to  his  dwell- 
ing and  kept  his  promise  to  the 
officials.  He  passed  on  to  Hazur  their 
request  for  an  end  to  the  invasion. 

Monday,  November  21:  the  war  was 
in  its  fifth  week.  The  Chinese  Com- 
munist army  stood  on  the  plains.  Sev- 
enteen thousand  square  miles  of 
Indian  territory. were  under  Chinese 
control.  Fresh  Chinese  troops  were 
spotted  in  action. 

Suddenly  the  Reuters  wire  began  to 
hum  with  an  incredible  message: 
"Communist  China  announced  today 
that  it  was  ordering  a  cease-fire  along 
the  entire  Indian  border  at  midnight 
tonight.  .  .  ." 

China  was  withdrawing  her  army 
from  India.  The  war  was  over. 
Geopolitical  experts  were  flabber- 
gasted. "Startling  and  puzzling  in  the 
extreme,"  the  New  York  Times  called 
China's  decision  to  end  the  war  unilat- 
erally. "It  comes  with  military  victory 
in  the  Chinese  Reds'  hands.  It  is  hard 
to  believe  that  anything  could  have 
stopped  them  .  .  .  until  some  satisfac- 
tory explanation  is  forthcoming,  there 
can  only  be  wild  speculation  on  the 
reason  for  Peking's  decision." 

For  20  years  there  has  never  been 
any  "satisfactory  explanation." 

In  New  Delhi  panic  gave  way  first  to 
disbelief,  then  to  relief  Nehru,  ill  and 
broken  by  the  stress  of  events,  called 
Sant  Kirpal  Singh  to  his  bedside.  He 


had  never  thought  much  about  God  be- 
fore, the  ailing  prime  minister  told 
friends  afterward,  but  meeting  Kirpal 
Singh  had  changed  him. 

The  Chinese  withdrew  behind  their 
1959  borders  and  have  not  invaded 
India  again.  Nehru  died  in  1964,  to  be 
succeeded  later  by  his  daughter,  Indira 
Gandhi,  who  visited  Kirpal  Singh 
often  for  help  and  inspiration.  Sant 
Kirpal  Singh  died  in  1974  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Darshan,  who 
carries  on  his  father's  mission. 

Many  explanations  for  the  sudden 
Chinese  withdrawal  have  been  ad- 
vanced, but  none  can  stand  scrutiny. 

Winter  weather?  No.  It  had  been 
planned  for  by  the  Chinese  (unlike  the 
Indian  army,  their  troops  wore  special 
clothing).  In  any  event  the  Com- 
munists could  easily  have  held  onto 
their  gains  until  spring. 

Military  aid?  No.  Help  had  been 
promised  to  India,  but  the  bulk  of  it — 
including  jet  aircraft — did  not  arrive 
until  after  the  Chinese  cease-fire. 

World  opinion?  No.  Distraction  by 
the  U.S. -Soviet  face-down  in  Cuba, 
and  confusion  over  Chinese  claims 
that  India  had  attacked  her  first,  kept 
the  outside  world  from  influencing 
China — if  it  really  ever  had. 

Did  the  Communist  army  withdraw 
because  it  had  achieved  its  military 
goals?  No.  Assam's  oil  wells  would 
have  made  China  independent  of 
Soviet  petroleum  and  they  lay  only  25 
miles  ahead  of  the  Communists'  far- 
thest forward  positions. 

So  what  power  forced  the  Chinese  to 
make  a  sudden  about-face  and  leave 
India  after  years  of  preparing  for  and 
weeks  of  waging  a  brilliantly  suc- 
cessful war?  Could  it  actually  have 
been  the  prayer  of  this  humble  man  of 
God,  this  Sant,  to  his  Lord,  his  Hazur? 
Is  it  possible  that  the  man  Kirpal 
Singh  somehow  saved  India  from  a  di- 
sastrous war? 

He  himself  was  the  first  to  deny  it: 
"I  did  nothing,"  he  always  maintained. 

Commenting  on  China's  unexpected 
and  unexplained  withdrawal,  the  New 
York  Times  concluded:  "The  tempta- 
tion at  the  moment  is  not  to  look  a  gift 
horse  in  the  mouth,  but  once  all  of  us 
recover  from  this  surprise  we  will  have 
to  discover  the  real  reasons.  The 
Chinese  Communists,  after  all,  do  not 
believe  in  Santa  Claus." 

Had  he  known,  he  might  have  added 
that  the  people  of  India  do  believe — in 
Sants.  And  Sants,  in  the  power  of 
prayer. 
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Christmas 

(Continued  from  page  15) 


a  cold  wind  nips  their  noses  and  lends 
roses  to  their  cheeks. 

Another  familiar  sight  is  the 
Christmas  crib,  or  manger,  most  fre- 
quently seen  in  front  of  churches.  In- 
creasingly, however,  the  nativity  scene 
is  finding  its  way  into  living  rooms 
and  under  trees  across  the  land.  Credit 
for  the  crib  goes  to  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
who,  in  1223,  put  on  a  reenactment  of 
the  birth  of  Christ,  featuring  live  ani- 
mals. Inspired  by  that  pageant,  old- 
time  farmers  of  Central  Europe  would 
spend  long  winters  repairing  and 


"Can't  you  pour  it  without  that  thun- 
derous splash?" 
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enlarging  their  cribs,  often  to  include 
hundreds  of  animals,  shepherds  and 
angels. 

The  German  sect  called  Moravians 
retained  the  tradition  of  the  Christmas 
crib,  even  after  the  Reformation  early 
in  the  16th  century.  A  group  of  that 
sect  who  came  as  missionaries  to  the 
United  States  founded  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  on  Christmas  Eve,  1741.  They 
called  their  crib  the  "putz"  and,  to  this 
day,  a  Christmas  custom  among  those 
German-Americans  is  to  go  "putzing," 
or  visiting,  on  Christmas. 

Thus,  those  residents  of  Bethlehem, 
who  devote  loving  hours  and  vast 
sums  to  maintaining  and  enlarging 
their  nativity  scenes,  have  kept  alive  a 
tradition  that  is  almost  as  old  as  the 
beloved  holiday.  They  form  one  of  the 
few  certain  links  between  today's 
Christmas  traditions  and  the  early 
beginnings  of  the  year's  happiest  holi- 
day. O 


iOMBARDO 


Enjoy  Beautiful  Medleys 
Of  50  Guy  Favorites 

AULD  LANG  SYNE 
WHITE  CHRISTMAS 
RED  SAILS  IN  THE  SUNSET 
CAROLINA  MOON 
ALEXANDER'S  RAGTIME  BAND 
THE  OBJECT  OF  MY  AFFECTION 
SECRET  LOVE 
LITTLE  THINGS  MEAN  A  LOT 
BLUE  MOON 
ENJOY  YOURSELF 
IF  I  HAD  MY  WAY 
APRIL  SHOWERS 
THREE  O'CLOCK 
IN  THE  MORNING 

STARDUST 
MISSOURI  WALTZ 
DANCING  IN  THE  DARK 
BECAUSE  OF  YOU 
SIOUX  CITY  SUE 
THAT  OLD  DEVIL  MOON 
BEAUTIFUL  OHIO 
SOME  ENCHANTED  EVENING 
MY  BLUE  HEAVEN 
WHEN  MY  DREAMBOAT 
COMES  HOME 
TENDERLY 
CHAPEL  IN  THE  MOONLIGHT 
THE  GIRL  THAT  I  MARRY 
AINT  SHE  SWEET 
LITTLE  DUTCH  MILL 
SUNNY  SIDE  OF  THE  STREET 
DEEP  PURPLE 
YOU  BELONG  TO  ME 
BLUE  TANGO 
SWEET  GEORGIA  BROWN 
IT'S  JUNE  IN  JANUARY 
SEPTEMBER  SONG 
BUTTONS  &  BOWS 
WHEN  MY  SUGAR  WALKS  DOWN 
THE  STREET 
YOUNG  AND  FOOLISH 
THAT  OLD  GANG  OF  MINE 

I'LL  BE  SEEING  YOU 
MY  ONE  AND  ONLY  HEART 
HOW  IS  THE  HOUR 
SEEMS  LIKE  OLD  TIMES 
TIME  ON  MY  HANDS 
CRUISING  DOWN  THE  RIVER 
I'LL  SEE  YOU  IN  MY  DREAMS 
YOUR  CHEATING  HEART 
NEAR  YOU 
THE  ISLE  OF  CAPRI 
WHEN  YOU'RE  SMILING 
MY  HAPPINESS 


The  Most 
Beautiful 
Treasury  of 
Guy's  Music 
Ever  Made! 


For  50  years  the  never  duplicated  sound 
of  Guy  Lombardo's  music  captivated 
America.  Every  New  Year's  eve  millions 
listened  to  his  famous  broadcasts.  He  was 
probably  the  most  popular  band  leader 
who  ever  lived.  Guy  Lombardo  truly 
played  "The  Sweetest  Music  This  Side  Of 
IHeaven!" 

Now  here  are  the  most  beautiful  and 
popular  songs  of  all  those  years  that  Guy 
Lombardo  was  at  the  top ...  all  assembled 
into  one  fabulous  collection.  You'll  hear 
Guy  Lombardo  playing  all-time  favorites 
including  WHITE  CHRISTMAS  .  .  .  RED 
SAILS  IN  THE  SUNSET  ...  SEPTEMBER 
SONG  .  .  .  and  47  more  hits  you've  loved 
all  your  life.  It's  a  beautiful 
goldmine  of  memories.  Mi^f'^'t 

YOURS  FREE 

Order  now  and  also  receive  this  special  book 
filled  with  Guy's  own  personal  photos,  plus  the 
fascinating  story  of  his  career  See  Guy  with  the 
world's  most  famous  people,  including  his  brothers 
and  members  of  the  orchestra.  A  nostalgic  trip  back 
through  the  years.  Don't  miss  out. 

OFFER  MAY  NOT  BE  REPEATED 

If  you  don't  play  this  beautiful  album  over  and  over  all  through 
the  year . . .  and  every  New  Year's  Eve  for  the  rest  of  your  life ...  it 
won't  cost  you  a  penny  But  please  order  yours  now.  It's  not  sold 
in  stores  at  any  price  and  we  may  not  plan  to  repeat  this 
advertisement  in  this  publication.  Mail  the  no-risk  coupon  today 

MAIL  TODAY  •  NOT  SOLD  IN  STORES 


Suffolk  Marketing,  Inc.,  Dept.  LA-253  | 

360  Lexington  Avenue  | 
New  York,  N.Y.  10017  | 

Please  rush  me  the  GUY  LOtVIBARDO  treasury  on  your  | 
unconditional  guarantee  that  it  must  be  one  of  the  mos)  m 
beautiful  treasuries  I've  ever  heard  or  you  will  refund  my  ^ 
purchase  price.  | 

□  I  enclose  $7.98.  Send  Record  Album  &  book.  I 

□  I  enclose  $9.98.  Send  8-Track  Tape  &  book.  I 

□  I  enclose  $9.98.  Send  Cass3tte  Tape  &  book.  | 
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Danger 

(Continued  from  page  19) 


Panama's  military-dominated  re- 
gime has  protested  American  use  of 
bases  in  Panama  for  RC-135  recon- 
naissance flights  over  Nicaragua.  It 
also  has  shown  signs  of  cozying  up  to 
Castro  and  the  Soviets,  all  while 
gradually  assuming  control  and  final 
ownership  of  the  Panama  Canal  on 
Dec.  31,  1999,  under  terms  of  the  con- 
troversial 1977  Canal  treaties.  A 
steady  procession  of  Soviet-bloc 
freighters  has  been  transiting  the 
U.S. -built  waterway,  some  with  con- 
tainerized arms  for  Nicaragua. 

The  Russians  also  have  a  toehold  at 
the  Canal  itself:  a  so-called  automobile 
distributorship  using  facilities  of  the 
former  U.S.  naval  air  station  at  Coco 
Solo.  The  heavily  guarded  depot  is 
only  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the 
Canal's  Atlantic  entrance  and  about 
the  same  distance  from  a  top-secret 
U.S.  naval  communications  facility. 

But  next  to  the  Salvadoran  war, 
major  U.S.  concern  centers  on  the 
450-mile  long  Honduran-Nicaraguan 
border.  Under  democratic-minded 
Roberto  Suazo,  the  country's  first  civil- 
ian president  in  a  decade,  Honduras 
sides  solidly  with  the  United  States. 
More  than  130  U.S.  military  advisers 
now  train  both  Honduran  troops  and 
Nicaraguan  freedom  fighters  who  have 
been  staging  increasingly  effective 
hit-and-run  border  raids  against  the 
Sandinistas.  Nicaragua  has  threat- 
ened to  retaliate  by  invading  Hon- 
duras. But  the  presence  of  5,000  Amer- 
ican troops,  now  involved  in  joint 
exercises  with  6,000  Honduran 
soldiers,  likely  would  deter  any  such 
move  by  the  Marxists.  Nevertheless, 
the  Honduran  Communist  under- 
ground remains  active. 

Elsewhere,  Guatemala  is  potentially 
Central  America's  richest  country,  but 
has  long  been  a  hotbed  of  insurrection. 
In  August,  Brig.  Gen.  Oscar  Humberto 
Mejia,  a  former  paratroop  officer  and 
defense  minister,  replaced  President 
Efrain  Rios  Montt  in  a  virtually  blood- 
less coup.  After  coming  to  power  in 
March  1982,  the  government  of  Pres- 
ident Montt  —  without  significant 
aid  —  took  the  initiative  from  the 
guerrillas.  The  successful  new  concept, 
"beans  and  rifles,"  stressed  economic 
improvements  coupled  with  local  se- 
curity. In  the  process,  however,  Pres- 
ident Montt's  autocratic  rule  angered 
the  military  and  many  civilians.  Chief 
of  State  Mejia  has  pledged  a  swift  re- 
turn to  "social,  economic  and  political 
democracy,"  including  early  elections. 


But  the  guerrillas  have  threatened 
more  violence  following  a  unity  pact 
by  leaders  of  Guatemala's  five  revolu- 
tionary groups  meeting  in  Havana. 

Although  major  attention  is  riveted 
on  Central  America,  the  Communist's 
ultimate  objective  is  Mexico  and  its 
2,000-mile  long  border  with  the 
United  States.  Mexico's  75  million 
people  are  now  striving  to  overcome 
one  of  the  worst  economic  crises  in 
their  history.  A  wild  spending  spree 
following  the  discovery  of  large  oil  re- 
serves in  the  early  1970s  left  the  na- 
tion with  a  mountain  of  debt  ($86  bil- 
lion), roaring  inflation  nearing  100 
percent  annually,  and  an  unemploy- 
ment rate  in  excess  of  40  percent.  Up 
to  2  million  impoverished  Mexicans 


"Maybe  we  should  have  adopted  a  more 
positive  attitude." 
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are  expected  to  cross  illegally  into  the 
United  States  this  year  —  more  than 
any  year  in  history. 

Thus  far,  Mexico's  middle-of-the- 
road  government  has  kept  the  lid  from 
blowing.  But  President  Miguel  de  la 
Madrid  has  been  forced  to  impose  a 
painful,  belt  tightening  austerity 
program  on  his  restive  nation  in  a 
desperate  attempt  to  avert  bank- 
ruptcy. 

As  the  late  Sen.  Henry  Jackson 
warned:  "The  ultimate  primary  target 
(of  Communist  activity  in  Central 
America)  is  the  destabilization  of 
Mexico  ...  If  a  Castro-type  govern- 
ment should  come  to  power  in  Mexico, 
the  demand  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  bring  our  troops  home 


(from  Europe)  would  be  overwhelming 
.  .  .  They  would  insist  that  we  defend 
America  first." 

At  the  very  least,  a  Communist 
takeover  in  Central  America  and 
Mexico  would  lead  to  one  of  the 
greatest  flights  of  humanity  in  history. 
"The  result,"  warned  President 
Reagan,  "could  be  a  tidal  wave  of 
refugees — and  this  time  they'll  be  'feet 
people'  and  not  'boat  people'  .  .  ." 

Confronted  with  this  situation,  the 
United  States  seems  to  have  only  two 
choices:  withdraw  to  a  "fortress 
America"  and  hope  for  the  best,  while 
preparing  for  the  worst;  or  reassert 
America's  traditional  leadership  in  the 
hemisphere  and  provide  friendly, 
non-Communist  countries  with 
adequate  means  by  which  to  defend 
themselves.  Despite  cries  of  "no  more 
Vietnams,"  such  assistance  need  not 
involve  U.S.  combat  forces.  President 
Reagan  repeatedly  has  said  there  are 
no  plans  to  send  troops  and  that  none 
have  been  requested,  though  at  a  news 
conference  last  June  he  remarked  that 
Presidents  can  "never  say  never." 

Some  Americans  believe  it's  time  to 
reassert  the  158-year-old  Monroe  Doc- 
trine, which  bars  foreign  interference 
in  the  affairs  of  any  nation  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere,  including  at- 
tempts by  any  foreign  nation  to  "op- 
press them  or  control  .  .  .  their  des- 
tiny." Whatever  the  U.S.  approach,  it 
must  include  assistance  for  both  de- 
fense and  humanitarian  needs. 

"We  face  a  special  threat  in  Central 
America  where  our  own  national  se- 
curity is  at  risk,"  President  Reagan 
said  in  a  speech  to  The  American 
Legion  in  early  1983.  "Central 
America  is  too  close  to  us,  and  our 
strategic  stake  in  Caribbean  sea  lanes 
and  the  Panama  Canal  is  too  great  for 
us  to  ignore  reality.  The  specter  of 
Marxist-Leninist  controlled  govern- 
ment in  Central  America  with  ideolog- 
ical and  political  loyalties  to  Cuba  and 
the  Soviet  Union  poses  a  direct  chal- 
lenge to  which  we  must  respond." 

Above  all,  Americans  must  ask 
themselves,  despite  differences  of  opin- 
ion over  details  of  foreign  policy, 
whether  saving  democracy  in  Central 
America  is  worth  at  least  as  much  to 
us  as  the  Communists  are  now  spend- 
ing to  destroy  it.  If  the  answer  is  "yes," 
then  American  efforts  must  be  united, 
concerted  and  continued  before  it  is  too 
late. 

There  is  a  real  and  present  danger 
at  our  very  doors   p.  O 
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Commandei's 
Message 

(Continued  from  page  4) 


atives  if  it's  safe  for  them  to  start  a 
family.  Will  their  children  be  affected, 
they  ask,  because  they  breathed  or 
touched  this  deadly  herbicide? 

Such  concerns  affect  every  aspect  of 
these  veterans'  lives,  from  family 
planning  to  the  handling  of  situations 
most  of  us  would  view  as  routine  daily 
living.  These  are  the  men  and  women 
the  government  must  repay  for  their 
contributions.  They  must  not  be 
allowed  to  continue  to  face  each  new 
day  wondering  about  the  answers  to 
old  questions  regarding  the  effects  of 
their  exposure. 

It  is  the  position  of  The  American 
Legion  that  this  situation  must  be 
resolved  in  the  most  expeditious  man- 
ner possible. 

Working  through  our  National 
Headquarters  staff  in  Washington,  we 
continue  to  relay  to  Congress  the 
views  and  concerns  of  Vietnam  veter- 
ans, and  to  update  both  Houses  and 
key  committees  as  new  medical  data 
are  made  available.  The  recent  trans- 
fer of  the  epidemiological  study  from 
the  VA  to  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con- 
trol in  Atlanta  was  the  culmination  of 
a  long  and  intense  effort  by  the  Legion 
to  have  the  study  completed  by  a  sci- 
entific agency  independent  of  the  VA. 
Shortly  after  the  transfer,  CDC 
officials  met  with  American  Legion 
representatives  to  elicit  input  and  rec- 
ommendations relating  to  the  re- 
search. And,  even  now,  we  continue  to 
communicate  with  CDC  and  have  of- 
fered them  our  complete  cooperation. 
Upon  completion  of  this  study,  I  hope 
many  of  the  questions  about  the 
health  effects  of  herbicide  exposure 
will  be  resolved. 

The  importance  of  the  entire  Agent 
Orange  issue  to  our  organization  is 
highlighted  through  our  most  recent 
undertaking.  The  American  Legion 
has  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
two  distinguished  and  highly  qualified 
epidemiologists  to  conduct  a  study  of 
Vietnam-era  Legionnaires.  This  proj- 
ect will  study  the  health  of  the  veter- 
ans who  were  exposed  to  herbicides 
during  active  duty,  their  life  situa- 
tions, and  their  perceptions  of  the  Vet- 
erans Administration.  The  study  is 
identified  as  the  Columbia  University 
and  American  Legion  Study  of  Viet- 
nam Era  Veterans. 

The  American  Legion  has  the  full 
cooperation  of  Columbia  University 
and  the  American  Cancer  Society, 
which  has  conducted  studies  using 
similar  methodologies.  We  expect  this 
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study  to  be  completed  by  late  1984. 
The  information  and  conclusions  will 
be  made  available  to  all  concerned 
entities  in  an  attempt  to  further  iden- 
tify and  expedite  solutions  and  rec- 
ommendations concerning  the  Agent 
Orange  issue. 

The  second  issue  of  immediate  con- 
cern to  all  veterans,  and  one  which  I 
will  relentlessly  explore  during  my 
tenure  as  your  National  Commander, 
pertains  to  the  increasing  needs  of  the 
aging  veteran  population,  most  of 
whom  served  during  World  War  H. 
Statistics  show  that  by  1992  there  will 
be  7.9  million  WWII  veterans  over  65 
years  of  age.  Through  the  continuous 
efforts  of  the  Legion,  we  have  finally 
made  the  magnitude  of  the  future 
needs  of  this  group  of  veterans  clear  to 
government  policymakers.  Our  efforts 
have  produced  favorable  results  within 
the  VA  medical  care  system,  as  it  has 
now  intensified  its  research  into  and 
practice  of  geriatric  medicine. 

Our  government's  immediate  obli- 
gation to  those  veterans  who  served  in 
that  past  war  is  slowly  becoming  a 
topic  of  conversation  at  all  high-level 
meetings  within  the  current  adminis- 
tration. This  does  not  mean  that  we  of 
The  American  Legion — or  I,  as  your 
National  Commander — will  now  rest 
and  await  the  results  of  our  labor. 
Many  years  of  experience  have  taught 
us  the  foolishness  of  such  confidence. 
The  battle  is  not  over;  the  tide  has 
merely  turned  in  our  favor.  Our  plan 
is  to  sprint  the  rest  of  the  way  until 
viable  programs  are  in  place  that  will 
ensure  that  our  nation's  aging  veter- 
ans receive  the  treatment  to  which 
they  are  entitled  by  virtue  of  their 
sacrifices  when  their  country  was  in 
need.  And,  I  am  certain,  the  federal 
government  expects  nothing  less  of  the 
Legion — our  steadfast  devotion  to  vet- 
erans' benefits  and  our  persistence  in 
such  matters  is  well  documented. 

As  the  foremost  advocate  of  veterans 
in  the  United  States,  The  American 
Legion  shall  continue  to  stress  the  fre- 
quency of  illnesses  among  our  older 
veterans,  as  well  as — more  often  than 
not — the  multiple  diagnoses  they  re- 
ceive upon  admittance  for  medical 
care.  Often,  care  for  such  high-cost 
complications  of  aging  is  out  of  the 
financial  reach  of  these  past  defenders 
of  our  nation.  Even  so,  can  any 
freedom-loving  American  question 
their  entitlement  to  the  best  medical 
care  our  society  can  provide?  The  road 
to  100  percent  recovery,  however,  is 


too  often  blocked  by  other  obstacles, 
and  it  appears,  at  times,  that  recovery 
is  impossible  within  the  framework  of 
government.  The  American  Legion 
recognizes,  for  instance,  that  the  in- 
adequate supply  of  nursing  home  beds 
is  a  matter  that  cannot  be  changed 
overnight,  and  we  view  the  VA's  plans 
to  increase  the  number  of  such  beds 
within  the  system  as  credible. 
Nonetheless,  we  fought  the  VA  for  its 
lack  of  dispatch  and  for  not  recom- 
mending a  sufficient  number  of  beds. 
Acutely  aware  of  the  budgetary  re- 
straints and  procedures  the  VA  faces 
in  its  efforts  to  construct  and  expand 
nursing  homes,  we  offer  the  expertise 
and  support  of  the  Legion  in  the  VA's 
efforts  to  administer  program  alterna- 
tives such  as  Hospital  Based  Home 
Care  and  the  Residential  Home  Care 
Program.  We  of  the  Legion  have  al- 
ways been  in  favor  of  maintaining  the 
veteran  patient  in  his  home  whenever 
possible,  and  for  as  long  as  possible. 

Since  becoming  National  Command- 
er, I  have  played  a  role  in  the  Legion's 
on-going  efforts  to  persuade  the  VA  to 
increase  their  practice  of  geriatric 
medicine.  Here,  again,  is  an  area  that 
has  recorded  substantial  expansion 
and  improvements,  but  not  to  the  ex- 
tent the  Legion  believes  to  be  needed, 
especially  so  since  Congress  has  usu- 
ally been  supportive  of  programs  for 
the  care  of  aging  veterans. 

The  issue  of  the  future  needs  of  our 
aging  veterans,  and  the  situation  sur- 
rounding Agent  Orange,  confirm  our 
sense  of  devotion  to  veterans.  There  is 
a  range  of  problems  confronting  the 
whole  of  the  veteran  population,  with 
their  dependents  and  survivors.  We  of 
the  Legion  are  concerned  about  all  of 
these  problems.  Our  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  all  veterans  will  never  be  in- 
terrupted or  superseded  because  we, 
more  than  all  other  citizens,  under- 
stand the  importance  of  a  strong  na- 
tional defense.  The  promises  made  to 
us  as  we  entered  the  military  are  not 
forgotten.  We  must  ensure  our  future 
military  personnel  that  the  service 
they  provide  will  not  go  unrecognized 
when  that  service  is  completed.  We 
must  maintain  our  vigilance  over 
these  matters  until  a  successful  con- 
clusion has  been  reached.  And  we  will 
continue  to  remind  those  involved  that 
the  veteran  beneficiary  is  a  special 
American,  deserving  of  high  quality 
services. 

As  your  National  Commander,  I  will 
accept  no  less.  O 
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Vietnam,  A  History,  by  Stanley  Kar- 
now.  Viking  Press,  Pub.,  $20.  "Ce 
pays  pourri"  (that  rotten  country) 
France's  Charles  de  Gaulle  would  call 
Vietnam  following  his  nation's  disas- 
trous defeat  at  Dienbienphu  in  May 
1954,  and  he  warned  that  the  United 
States  risked  the  same  fate  with  its 
Indochina  involvement. 

Here,  in  670  pages  of  text,  plus  a 
chronology  of  principal  events  and 
personalities,  Karnow  has  set  down  a 
history  of  Vietnam  from  its  earliest 
involvement  with  Europeans,  1535,  to 
the  chaotic  April  1975  evacuation  of 
the  American  Embassy  in  Saigon. 
Definitely  not  a  "body  count"  history, 
readers  will  gain  perspective  as  to 
where  our  nation  has  been  and  why 
regarding  the  Vietnam  War  and  expe- 
rience from  this  insightful  study. 

The  Warrior  and  The  Priest,  by 

John  Milton  Cooper,  Jr.  BELKNAP/ 
Harvard  University  Press,  Pub., 
$20.  In  this  double  biography  we  meet 
two  of  the  major  Presidents  of  the  20th 
century.  Theodore  Roosevelt  won  the 
presidency  on  the  Republican  ticket  in 
1904  and  served  four  dynamic  years  of 
peace  in  the  glare  of  publicity  he  loved 
and  helped  generate.  Two-term  Demo- 
cratic winner  Woodrow  Wilson  was 
re-elected  in  1916  on  the  slogan  "He 
kept  us  out  of  war,"  then  took  the  na- 
tion into  WWI. 

Cooper  calls  them  artists  of 
power — one  favoring  the  primacy  of 
emotion,  the  other,  reason  —  who 
would  emerge  as  rivals  and  equals. 

Target  Ploesti,  by  Leroy  W.  Newby. 
Presidio  Press,  Pub.,  $15.95.  Between 
1943  and  1944,  Newby  flew  50  missions 
as  a  bombardier  with  crew  #71,  460th 
Bombardment  Group,  going  to  "early 
morning  briefings,  receiving  marching 
orders,  and  flying  off  to  wherever  they 
sent  us.  .  .  ."  It  was,  he  says,  an  indi- 
vidual but  limited  view  of  the  war. 
"Although  the  target  area  was  always 
exciting,  the  trip  to  the  target  was  a 
long,  lonely  and  boring  one  for  the 
bombardier  .  .  .  there  is  little  doubt 
that  our  number  one  concern  was  to 
survive — 50  times." 

In  the  preface  to  his  book  Newby 
states,  "I  was  amazed  ...  to  learn 
(years  later)  how  little  I  knew  about 
what  was  going  on  when  I  was  there." 

This  is  an  honest  account  of  war 
service  as  experienced  by  one  very 
young  bombardier. 
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Weather 
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comes  out  is  what  we  call  'national 
guidance  products,'  "  says  Witten.  "It's 
then  sent  in  narrative  and  graphic 
form  to  local  weather  offices,  where  it 
can  be  combined  with  local  weather 
events  to  create  a  tailored  forecast." 

The  Weather  Service  forecasts  are 
free  to  everyone.  "About  the  only 
charges  paid  by  private  parties  are  the 
costs  of  transmission  lines  to  our 
offices,"  says  Harlan  Saylor.  "And 
there  are  at  least  100  private  forecast- 
ers in  the  country,  people  in  the  ship- 
ping, agricultural  or  ski  resort  indus- 
tries who  develop  specialized  reports 
based  on  our  information." 

There  is,  for  example,  a  Palo  Alto, 
Calif.,  company  called  Oceanroutes, 
Inc.,  which  for  $500  to  $600  will  pre- 
pare a  course  for  ocean-going  ships. 
"We  provide  the  tools  for  ship  owners 
to  better  manage  their  fleets,"  says  an 
Oceanroutes  vice  president.  "The 
shipping  company  is  able  to  advise  one 
ship  to  change  course  to  avoid  a  ty- 
phoon, another  to  make  optimum  use 
of  its  fuel,  or  perhaps  a  third  that  will 
take  the  least  time."  Rough  weather  is, 
of  course,  unsafe,  damages  cargo  and 
raises  fuel  consumption,  all  reasons  to 
know  of  and  avoid  it. 

"One  of  the  biggest  users  of  our  in- 
formation is  the  international  aviation 
community,"  says  Saylor.  "Most  of  the 
airlines  have  a  direct  tap  into  our 
computer,  from  which  they  can 
develop  their  flight  tracts,  based  on 
winds  and  temperatures.  This  provides 
considerable  fuel  savings,"  which  for 
many  airlines  today  could  mean  the 
difference  between  staying  in  business 
or  going  bust. 

Farmers  still  are  the  prime  ben- 
eficiaries of  weather  forecasts.  Says 
Prof  James  F.  Newman,  a  climatolog- 
ist  at  Purdue  University  (West 
Lafayette,  Ind.),  "Weather  forecasts 
save  U.S.  farmers  at  least  $750  million 
a  year  in  the  production  of  the  major 
commodities  such  as  corn,  wheat,  soy- 
beans, cotton  and  fruit."  Costs  that 
would  otherwise,  without  a  doubt,  be 
passed  on  to  all  consumers. 

The  weather,  you  see,  can  determine 
the  best  time  for  chemical  spraying, 
because  certain  products  depend  on 
specific  conditions  to  be  most  effective 
in  killing  insects,  weeds  and  fungi. 
Putting  together  planting  and  sprout- 
ing information  with  weather  forecast 
models  has  in  one  experiment  in- 
creased rice  yields  by  10  bushels  an 
acre.  Rice  farmers,  working  with 
county  agents  and  NOAA,  received 


weather  information  specifically  timed 
for  critical  stages  of  the  crop's  devel- 
opment, which  helped  the  growers  de- 
cide when  to  irrigate,  flood  the  fields, 
control  weeds  and  plants  and  even 
when  to  schedule  the  harvest.  Similar 
examples  abound  for  almost  all  crops 
in  the  country. 

While  some  of  us  have  trouble  be- 
lieving those  television  weather- 
men—  most  get  their  material  from 
the  Weather  Service,  just  like  anyone 
else — the  accuracy  of  predictions  has 
improved  markedly  over  the  last  few 
decades.  Since  1966,  errors  in  temper- 
ature forecasts  (greater  than  10  de- 
grees) have  been  reduced  by  30  per- 
cent. Forecasting  rain  or  snow — that 
is,  hitting  the  50  percent  chance  on 
one  side  or  the  other — was  a  pretty 
good  84  percent  success  rate  in  the  late 
1960s,  is  at  85  percent  today  and  will 
surely  get  better  when  the  new 
computer  goes  into  operation. 

Is  the  National  Weather  Service 
satisfied  with  its  job?  "Not  really," 
says  Saylor.  "Some  big  problems  re- 
main. And  any  school  kid  can  tell  you 
we  don't  do  as  well  on  really  short 
term,  local  predictions,  like  in  the 
zero-to-six  or  zero-to-12-hour  time 
frames.  We  can  handle  the  big  weather 
patterns,  and  we  have  good  models  to 
work  from.  But  it's  the  fast-breaking 
thunder  and  snowstorms  that  are 
tough,  if  only  because  they  do  break 
fast.  And  then  there's  the  scarcity  of 
observations  in  remote  places." 

Thunderstorms,  flash  floods  and  tor- 
nadoes are  big  killers,  since  they  fre- 
quently provide  so  little  warning. 
About  100,000  thunderstorms  occur  in 
the  United  States  each  year,  about  20 
of  which  usually  produce  major  tor- 
nadoes. Between  1953  and  1979,  an 
average  of  111  people  were  killed  each 
year  by  the  twisters;  in  1925,  a  mon- 
ster that  tore  through  220  miles  of 
southern  Missouri,  Illinois  and  In- 
diana killed  689  people.  Current  wea- 
ther radars,  which  can  detect  clouds 
and  some  rain,  are  not  really  capable 
of  seeing  a  tornado  form. 

NOAA  is,  however,  developing  what 
they  call  the  "Next  Generation  Weath- 
er Radar,"  or  NEXRAD.  Using  mod- 
ern, solid  state  technology  and  the 
Doppler  principle  (this  involves  the 
shift  in  frequency  of  reflected  sound  or 
electromagnetic  waves  from  a  moving 
target,  and  can  be  used  to  estimate  the 
velocity  of  the  target),  forecasters  will 
be  able  to  determine  the  difference  be- 
tween a  severe  and  non-severe  thun- 
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derstorm  up  to  217  miles  away. 
Separating  tomadic  from  non-tornadic 
storms  is  limited  to  142  miles. 

"This  still  will  increase  warning 
time  from  about  five  to  20  minutes," 
explains  Saylor.  "That  may  not  seem 
like  much,  but  in  the  face  of  a  big  tor- 
nado it  can  really  make  a  difference  in 
how  many  people  are  warned  and  how 
long  they  have  to  prepare." 

Initially,  the  NEXRAD  units  will  be 
placed  in  severe  storm  regions,  such  as 
the  south-central  Hurricane  Alley.  But 
they  will  eventually  be  of  use  also 
around  airports,  since  the  Doppler 
principle  can  be  employed  to  detect 
wind  shear,  the  phenomenon  that 
caused  the  disastrous  airline  crash  in 
New  Orleans  in  1982. 

"Hurricane  forecasting  also  has  its 
limitations,"  says  Don  Witten,  "but  we 
try  to  give  12  daylight  hours  of  warn- 
ing to  threatened  coastal  communities. 
The  major  problem  there  is  that  it  may 
take  30  hours  to  evacuate  commun- 
ities like  Key  West  and  Galveston 
Bay."  And  indeed  this  is  crucial  since 
the  worst  natural  disaster  in  U.S.  his- 
tory in  terms  of  lives  lost  was  the  1900 
hurricane  that  killed  6,000  of  Galves- 
ton's 38,000  residents. 

Earth  orbiting  satellites  first  spot 
low-pressure  systems  that  evolve  into 
tropical  storms  and  hurricanes  far  out 
in  the  Atlantic,  explains  Witten. 
"Then,  NOAA  and  Air  Force  aircraft 
fly  into  the  storms  to  measure  their  in- 
tensity. Finally,  coastal  radar  moni- 
tors the  storms  once  they  come  within 
75  miles  of  shore."  But  hurricanes  can 
be  500  miles  in  diameter,  packing 
winds  75  to  150  miles  per  hour. 
Evacuation  of  threatened  areas  is  es- 
sential to  survival. 

This  is,  perhaps,  why  National 
Weather  Service  officials  are  often 
among  the  most  respected  and  ad- 
mired government  people  in  a  com- 
munity. "We  had  one  man  retire  in 
Oklahoma  City,"  says  Saylor,  "and 
just  about  everybody  of  any  impor- 
tance in  town  came  to  his  retirement 
party."  In  regions  along  the  Gulf 
Coast,  where  there  are  frequent  flash 
flood  and  thunderstorm  warnings,  and 
in  places  like  Hurricane  Alley,  the 
Weather  Service  chiefs  become  famil- 
iar faces  and  voices  —  someone  to 
whom  you  listen. 

NOAA  is,  however,  currently  facing 
possible  budget  cutbacks,  as  are  many 
government  agencies.  A  plan  has 
floated  around  Washington  to  sell  the 
government's  earth-orbiting  weather 


satellites  to  private  industry.  But  as 
an  aide  to  South  Dakota  Sen.  Larry 
Pressler  says,  "There's  no  private 
market.  The  government  would  have 
to  buy  95  percent  of  the  data." 

"I  don't  think  the  proposal  will  get 
far  in  Congress,"  says  Saylor.  "Every 
time  there's  a  move  to  close  a  weather 
station,  even  some  little  isolated 
thing,  the  local  community  gets  up  in 
arms  and  takes  after  their  con- 
gressman." 

Congress  also  may  soon  be  asked  to 
authorize  a  $10  million,  10-year  inter- 
national study  to  chart  changes  in  the 
sea  and  sky,  with  particular  emphasis 
on  what  is  called  El  Niiio.  This  is  a 
periodic  climatic  disturbance  that 
warms  Pacific  waters  off  Ecuador  and 
Peru  and  may  contribute  to  severe 
weather  conditions  around  the  world. 
A  1982  El  Nino  devastated  the  Peru- 
vian anchovy  industry  —  the  warm 
waters  killed  the  microorganisms  on 
which  the  fish  feed;  it  started  climatic 
changes  that  sent  torrential  rains 
flooding  Eucador  and  Peru,  killing 
many;  it  could  well  be  responsible  for 
the  worst  drought  in  Australia  in  200 
years;  and  while  it  allowed  most  of  the 
eastern  and  central  United  States  to 
enjoy  a  relatively  mild  winter,  El  Nino 
was  the  reason  behind  California's 
brutal  series  of  storms,  which  killed  14 
and  caused  more  than  $265  million  in 
damage  to  public  and  private  property. 

Although  all  the  factors  that  go  into 
global  weather  patterns  still  leave  sci- 
entists with  a  mystery — and  El  Nihos 
come  in  varying  strengths  and  have 
quite  different  effects — a  better  un- 
derstanding of  this  phenomenon  could 
go  far  in  helping  refine  long-range 
forecasting.  If  an  El  Nino  can  be  de- 
tected months  before  it  really  gets  go- 
ing, it  would  be  a  boon  to  civil  defense, 
farmers  and  food  planners. 

Weather  forecasting  clearly  is  a 
serious  business,  although  not  always 
as  cataclysmic  as  some  television 
weathermen  suggest.  But  next  time 
you  watch  that  mannequin  or  wild- 
eyed  clown  give  the  weather  report, 
recognize  that  the  information  is  rea- 
sonably sound,  the  product  of 
thousands  of  dedicated  NOAA  workers 
who  are  using  technology  that  is  as 
high  as  a  satellite.  Although  it  may 
not  always  seem  they're  that  consis- 
tent, their  calls  on  showers  or  sun  can 
beat  bunion  aching  any  day.  An  .850 
winning  percentage  would  take  the 
title  in  just  about  any  league.  And,  on 
average,  that's  what  they  have.  O 
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work  or  at  play!  Thirteen 

million  .soiti,  since  18H0.  You  buy  direct  from  the 
factory  -  never  sold  in  stores  -  beware  of  imitations. 
Only  the  highest  quality  materials  and  workman- 
ship.  I  Especially  lor  older  people  who  wish  to  avoid 
unnetes.sary  operations  lor  reducible  rupture'  Send 
fur  our  FREE  illustrated  booklet  with  no  obligation 
BROOKS  APPLIANCE  COMPANY  (Medicare 
Dept.  66,  Marshall,  Mich.  49068         Pays  80%) 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION/DECEMBER  1983 


45 


handle 
twith 

HAND! 


No  Footprints!  No  Wheelmarks!  No  Struggle! 

Tiller  users,  for  heaven's  sake,  please  don't  buy 
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METAL  WATCHBAND  CALENDARS 
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name  placed  on  our  mailing  list  for  future 
catalogs.  Mastercard  and  Visa  accepted. 

Add  $1.50  postage.  Brochures  included.  IMIvlEDIATE 
SHIPMENT.  Money-back  guarantee. 

VILLAGE  COIN  SHOP,  INC.  DEPT.  A 
PLAISTOW,  NH  03865 


TELL  THE  WORLD  SERVED! 


From  $98 
in  PRECIOUS  metal 


ARMY-NAVY 
AIR  FORCE-MARINES' 

PRESTIGE  RINGS  you'll  wear  witti  pride  World's  largest 
selection  of  military  rings  Over  1000  combinations  Visa  or 
MasterCard  Money  Back  Guarantee' 

Senil  SI  lor  lull  color  catalog  loday. 

T-J  JEWELRY  CO. 

Box  Y     Apacfie  Junction,  AZ  85220 

isuccessofs  lo  Royal  Mililary  Jewelry) 


46 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION/DECEMBER  1983 


The  American  Lesion 
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HAVE  TROUBLE  READING  SMALL  PRINT?  These 
magnifying  reading  glasses  make  it  easier  for  foll<s  over 
40  to  read  small  print,  do  close  work.  SEE  CLEARER 
INSTANTLY.  Not  RX  or  for  astigmatism  or  diseases  of  the 
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U.S.A.  30  day  home  trial;  money  back  guarantee.  State 
age  and  sex.  Send  only  $8.98  plus  75e  postage  and 
handling.  PRECISION  OPTICAL  CO.  DEPT.  AL-5 
Rochelle,  Illinois  61068 
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the  ideal  solution  for  people  who  can't  or 
shouldn't  climb  stairs. 

•  Easily  installed 

•  UL  listed 

•  Will  not  mar  walls  or  stairs 

•  Economy  and  Outdoor  models  available 

AMERICAN  STAIR-GLIDE®CORP. 

Dept.  AL-1283,  4001  East  138th  St.,  P.O.  Box  B 
Grandview.  Missouri  64030 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT 
KNIFE 


ONLY 
S-|295 

Add  $1.05  Hndl. 


Model 
K-99A 

Double  edge  440  stainless 
steel  blade.  Full  tang  one 
piece  construction.  Leathel' 
sheath  with  quick  release 
snap  and  metal  boot/belt 
clip.  Money  Sac*  Guaranteed 
If  Not  Fully  SallsfiBdH 
WESTBURY  SALES  CO.,  DEPT.  BK-12-AL 

373  Maple  Avenue^  Westbury,  New  York  11590 


n  lifting  chairs  ciUow 

iltting  or  rising 
without  help 
Ireedom  ol  mobility 
Medicare  quallllcation 
choice  ol  models 


STAND  UP  or  SIT  DOWN 
WITHOUT  HELP! 

Our  FREE  Eact  Kit  explains  how,  at  the  touch  of  a  finger, 
an  EASY-LIET®  cushion  lifting  chair  gently  raises  you  or 
a  loved  one  to  standing — and  assists  in  sitting  down. 
They  are  available  in  swivel  rocker,  traditional  lounge 
chair  and  SpaceSaver'"  recliner  models.  And  you  may 
choose  from  several  beautiful  fabrics  and  colors. 

Learn  more  by  sending  us  the  coupon  below  for  a 
FREE  Fact  Kit.  For  quicker  response,  call  toll-free  NOW  at 
1-800-821-2041.  In  Missouri,  " 
call  collect:  816-763-3100. 


AMERICAN  STAIR-GLIDE  CORR 
Dept.ALE-1283,4001  E.  138th  St. 
PC.  Box  B,  Grandview,  MO  64030 
Please  send  me  your  FREE  Fact  Kit  about  EASY-LIFT 
cushion  lifting  chairs.  I  understand  there  is  no  obli- 
gation. 

Name  


Address  , 
City  


_Apt.  No.. 


State- 


For  only  $21  you  can  enjoy  YANK  (13  issues) 

The  famous  WWII  weekly  now  reprinted!  


LIMITED 
EDITION 


ALL  BRANCHES 
ALL  THEATERS   THf  ARMT 


YANK 


WHKLr 


BOUND  VOLUMES  ottered  singly  or  compleie  sets  Also 
UNBOUND  COPIES  Choose  time  fiame  that  suits  -Guadalcanal, 
Anzio,  D-Day  m  Europe.  Ardennes,  Leyte,  V-E,  V-J.  AUTHENTICi 
LIBRARY  EDITION,  3  yrs  of  YANK  in  3  volumes  ( 1  yr.  each)  Set 
$265  Individual  volume  $1 15 

DELUXE  EDITION,  3  yrs  of  YANK  in  6  volumes  (6  mos,  each) 
Set  $350  Individual  volume  $85 

UNBOUND  COPIES,  in  bulk  or  in  your  mail  box  once  a  v^eek  1 3 
vtfks  (mm  )  $21,  26  vi/ks  $35:  62  wks  (1  yr.)  $60;  full  term  (3 
yrs  )  $155, 

Handsome  sets  belong  in  every  Post  Home,  sctiool,  college, 
public  or  private  library   GREAT  GIFT  IDEA.  Personalized 
goldleat  lettering  on  cover  $3  per  line  per  volume 
Prepaid  in  U.S.  —  VISA/MasterCard  —  Immediate  delivery 

Satisfaction  guaranteed  Write,  call  toirtree  for  details  or  brochure 

1-800-228-4014 

REPRINT  Inc.,  2208  No.  Cotner  No.  1, 
Lincoln,  NE  68505  -  (402)  464-5219 

Carroll  (Cal)  Stewart,  Pres.;  coauthor  PLOESTI/Random  House 


Do  your 
heels  ache? 


Wtiy  suffer  another  day  with  sore  heels  (and 
even  heel  spur  aches)  when  Cushi-Heel  Pil- 
low gives  you  quick  relief  while  you  walk  or 
run?  Developed  by  an  athlete,  who  suffered 
just  as  you  do,  and  who  couldn't  find  anything 
which  helped.  His  U.S.  patented  (No,  3,984,926) 
pads  are  exactly  the  right  shape,  density  and 
compression  to  cushion  the  weight  your  heels 
must  bear  Mailmen,  housewives,  waitresses, 
sales  people,  nurses,  bartenders,  school 
teachers,  people  who  must  be  on  their  feet  all 
swear  by  them  Joggers,  tennis,  golf,  basketball 
and  racquetball  players  find  they  can  now  play 
in  comfort,  even  with  heel  spur  problems.  If  not 
satisfied,  return  within  1 0  daysforfull  refund. 
_  Calderon  Products  Inc.,  Dept.  100  _ 
■  RO.  Box  5387,  Akron,  Ohio  44313  ■ 
(216)  864-8100 
O  Please  send  one  pair  of  Cushi-Heel  Pillows  for 

only  S6.25  postage  and  handling  included 
n  Savei  Two  pairs  of  Cushi-Heel  Pillows  for  only 
$10.75  postage  and  handling  included 
Prompt  delivery! 
Enclosed      check        money  order  Ucash 
□  visa     □  MasterCard  (accepted) 
(Ohio  residents  add  sales  tax  ) 
Check  Men  s  shoe  size   Women's  shoe  size 
size:n  6-7    □  8-9     0  4-5  0  6-7  □  8-9 
□  10-11  □  12-13 

Name   


City 


Zip 


=1 


BREAK THE  ICE 


SCRAPER/ 


DON'T  WASTE  MONEY  ON 
BREAKABLE  ICE  SCRAPERS  - 
THIS  WINTER  SAVE  TIME 
AND  MONEY  WITH  FLEX-0- 
SCRAPER ■ 


may  be  the  last  ice 
scraper  you  will  ever 
have  to  buy.  Unique 
FLEXIBLE  4'  -  bronze 
blade  clears  ice  quickly  by 
conforming  to  windshield 
Heavy  duty  aluminum 
construction  gives  years  of 
service  f6'.  "  lengtfi  for  easy 
reach 

WILL  NOT  SCRATCH  GLASS. 

fvlail  Check  or  Money  Order  to 
IK  Products.  Inc  ,  9311  Bryant  Ave  S 
tylinneapolis.  MN  55420 


Please  send 

 FLEX-O- 

SCRAPER(s) 
at  $9.95  plus 
$1.50  S&H  ea, 
(MN  residents 
add  60«  Sales 
Tax  ea  ) 


(ALLOW  3-4  WEEKS  FOR  DELIVERVI 


COLLECTORS 

EAGLE  BELT  BUCKLE 


Limited  serialized  collectors  item  designed  and 
approved  by  renowned  artist  ROCCO  COLUCCI. 
Buckles  are  fiandcrafted  to  ensure  exquisite  detail. 
Send  check  or  money  order  to: 


plus  «3 
PP- 

Money  Back  Guarantee 


EAGLE 

COLLECTIBLES  box  447,  cross  River  Plaza,  Cross  River  NY  10518 


COPYRIGHT 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION/DECEMBER  1983 


47 


Parting  Shots 


"Frankly,  your  hardened  arteries  are  all  that're  holding  you  together!' 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE 


Weapons  Shortfall 

It  used  to  be  that  father  dealt  out  a  stern 
measure  of  discipline  to  junior.  Then  the 
safety  razor  took  away  his  razor  strop,  fur- 
naces took  away  the  woodshed,  and  blow- 
driers  took  away  his  hairbrush.  That's  why 
kids  are  running  wild  today.  A  simple  case 
of  dad  running  out  of  weapons. 

—  Deborah  Danforth 

Soul  Brothers 

A  missionary,  lost  in  the  jungle,  was 
beset  by  a  lion.  The  missionary  knelt  in 
prayer,  then  looked  up  to  see  the  lion 
kneeling,  too. 

"Brother,"  said  the  relieved  mission- 
ary, "how  delightful  it  is  to  see  that 
you're  a  believer  also.  I'm  so  happy  to 
join  you  in  prayer — I  was  afraid  you 
were  going  to  eat  me." 

"Don't  interrupt,"  said  the  lion.  "I'm 
saying  grace." 

— Roger  R.  Barton 

Old  Story 

"Athletics  have  become  professionalized," 
said  Socrates  in  319  B.C. 

—  Grandon  K.  Hammell 
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Enough! 

A  Frenchman,  a  Japanese  and  an 
American  faced  a  firing  squad.  Offered 
a  last  request,  the  Frenchman  asked  to 
hear  the  Marseillaise.  The  Japanese 
asked  if  he  could  give  a  lecture  on 
Japanese  management.  The  American 
asked  to  be  shot  first.  "I  can't  bear  to 
hear  another  lecture  on  Japanese  man- 
agement," he  said. 

— Joan  Smith 

Doggone! 

A  wife  told  the  psychiatrist  that  her  hus- 
band, a  dog  lover,  had  become  so  addicted 
to  dogs  that  he  now  imagined  himself  to  be 
one. 

"Don't  worry,"  the  psychiatrist  told  her. 
"It's  nothing  serious." 

"I'm  not  so  sure,"  the  wife  replied.  "He's 
already  won  three  blue  ribbons." 

— J.  W.  Fleming 


Professor  to  class:  "What  is  the  difference 
between  electricity  and  lightning?" 

Student:  "We  don't  have  to  pay  for  light- 
ning." 

— Robert  S.  Patrick 


International  Christmas 

Today  our  traditional  Christmas 
consists  of  trees  from  Canada,  orna- 
ments from  Taiwan,  lights  from  Japan, 
liquid  spirits  from  Scotland,  with  the 
original  thought  from  Bethlehem. 

— George  E.  Bergman 

Tuned-In 

While  driving  through  the  college  cam- 
pus with  his  daughter,  a  father  pointed  to  a 
hairy  figure  and  asked,  "Is  that  a  boy  or  a 
girl?" 

"That's  a  boy,"  she  replied. 
"How  can  you  be  sure?"  her  father  asked. 
The  girl  replied  with  a  sigh,  "By  the  way 
my  heart's  beating." 

— Carla  Williams 

Space  Age 

Asked  what  he  planned  to  do  wKen 
he  grows  up,  one  fourth-grader  replied, 
"After  I  go  to  the  moon,  I'd  like  to 
travel." 

— Mary  Alkus 

High-Tech  HoHday 

As  Christmas  draws  nigh, 

What  weird  toys  must  we  buy 

To  help  Santa  live  up  to  his  promise? 

A  robot  that's  new, 

A  computer  or  two 

From  us  up-to-date  papas  and  mommas. 

Yet  1  long  like  a  fool. 

For  an  old-fashioned  Yule 

When  software  meant  flannel  pajamas. 

—  Sally  Palmer 


"My!  Aren't  we  the  nosy  one?!  .  .  .  If 
you  must  know,  it's  a  little  side  bet!' 
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I)  ff/l  oil  ri  DON!  MISS  OUT  ON  THIS  LOW  PRICE!  ^^^^ 

^     f|||l/lUjlv  rl  Due  to  the  soaring  cost  of  GENUINE  COPPER  CLAD  ^  (SC^O 

rtJijjAr^^^^  IbUI   I    ■  Cookware,  we  can  guarantee  this  sale  price  only  I^^P 

1  VI  Ikkl  for  the  next  30  days.  4cf  Now -while  supplies  last! 


THOUSANDS  OF  THESE  SUPERB  SETS  SOLD  AT  $34.95 

Now  $16  Below  Our  Own  Nationally  Advertised  Price! 

Huge  10-Piece 
COPPER  CLAD! 
Stainless  Steel 
Cookware  Set 


SAVE  ?S  $^3,37 


Durable,  practical,  beau- 
tiful... MVs  THE  PRICE 
you'd  expect  to  pay! 
(Our  competitors  are 
asking  3, 4,  even 
5  times  as  much 
for  similar  sets 
in  open  stock!) 


Old  Village  ShopP 


Hanover,  PA  17333 
Serving  Satisfied  Customers  Since  1934 


NOW  ^faaa 

JUST  wfO'OO 

You  can  now  enjoy  the  timeless  beauty  and 
practical  benefits  of  genuine  Copper  Clad  stain- 
less cookery  at  an  affordable  price.  Your  kitchen 
won't  be  complete  without  these  elegant  and 
efficient  help  mates.  Turns  cooking  chores  into 
a  joyful  pleasure.  You'll  relish  the  art  of  gourmet 
food  preparation  . . .  adds  a  special  touch  to 
everyday  meals. 

COPPER:  THE  MARK  OF  QUALITY 

That's  right!  Genuine  Copper  Clad  bottoms, 
prized  by  fine  cooks  everywhere.  A  pleasure  to 
cook  with,  and  a  beautiful  addition  to  your 
kitchen  decor .  .  .  Designed  for  handy  wall  hang- 
up. Heavy-gauge  stainless  steel  bodies  (can't 
rust,  pit,  or  corrode)  .  .  .  Gleaming  mirror  finish 
exteriors.  'Jeweled'  satin-finish  interiors  are 
easy-to-clean  .  . .  resist  sticking  and  scratching. 
Space  age  heat-resistant  handles  and  knobs  . . . 
made  tough  for  years  of  wear.  Superb  crafts- 
manship. Why  spend  three  times  the  money.  You 
can  own  this  handsome  10-piece  first-quality 
Copper  Clad  Stainless  Cookware.  Hurry!  Order 
NOW  and  beat  the  rush.  All  orders  shipped  on  a 
first-come-first-served-basis.  Only  $18.88... DON'T 
DELAY  .  .  .  this  incredible  low  price  can't  last! 


BEST  COOKWARE  BUY  IN  AMERICA!  „thfr 

BRANDS 

COPPER  CLAD  SET 

(open  stock) 

Ve  qt.  Sauce  Pan  with  cover 

Up  To  $  9.50 

1  qt.  Sauce  Pan  with  cover 

13.50 

2  qt.  Sauce  Pan  with  cover 

18.00 

5V2  qt.  Dutch  Oven  with  cover 

27.75 

8"  Skillet  COMBINED 

14.00 

10V4"  Skillet*  PRICE! 

19.50 

$18.88 

Total  $102.25 

(plus  sales  tax) 

•cover  interchangeable  with  Dutch  Oven 

FULLY  GUARANTEED-You  must  be  completely  delighted 
with  your  Copper  Clad  Stainless  Steel  Cookware  Set. 
If  not,  return  within  30  days  and  vi/e'll  gladly  give  a 
full  refund  of  purchase  price  (except  ship.  &  hdlg.)— 
no  questions  asked!  Our  policy  is  to  process  all  orders 
promptly.  Credit  card  orders  are  processed  upon 
credit  approval.  Delays  notified  promptly.  Shipment 
guaranteed  within  60  days. 

\  FULLY  GUARANTEED-ORDER  TODAY!  , 

OLD  VILLAGE  SHOP,  Dept.  VZ-8621 
BIdg.  #9,  Hanover,  PA  17333 

Please  rush  set(s)  of  10-Piece  Copper  Clad  Stain- 
less Steel  Cookware  (Z671628)  for  only  $18.88  plus 
$4.95  heavyweight  shipping  and  handling. 
(To  be  sure  of  tfiis  low  price,  you  must  order 
within  30  days.) 

□  GIFTS!  SAVE  MORE:  Order  TWO  Sets  for  just  $37.00 
plus  $8.00  heavyweight  shipping  &  handling. 

Enclosed  is  (PA  res.  add  sales  tax) 

CHARGE  IT:     □  VISA       □  Diners  Club 


-7- 


□  American  Express 

Acct.  No.   

Exp.  Date  

Date  of  order: 

NAME  

ADDRESS   

CITY  

STATE   


□  MasterCard 


(please  print:] 


-/_19- 


ZIP. 
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TRIPLE 


the  MOST 
FOR  YOUR 
MONEY! 


QUALITY!  * 


T\TTENTION  GENTLEMEN:  Right  now  today  some  of  the 
worst  winter  weather  of  your  life  is  roaring  in!  And  you  can  shiver  and  suffer 
and  chill  your  way  through  it  again  like  last  year,  or  far  better,  you  can 

take  charge  of  your  fate  and  DO  SOMETHING  ABOUT  IT!  

Because  right  now,  Haband, 
the  mail  order  people  from 
Paterson,  N.J.,  have  a  huge  supply 
of  the  famous  triple  protection 
THREE  LAYER  COAT— 

an  extremely  effective  all  weather 
chill  buster  for  city  or  suburban 
every  day  use,  outdoor  roughing  it, 
or  even  windy  freezing  stadium  use. 
It  also  makes  a  dandy  car  coat, 
bandsome  enough  tor  business  use! 

*  THREE  LAYERS  WARM!!! 

®  Outside,  a  smooth,  tight  woven 
wind  and  water  repellent  nylon 
taffeta  shell,  permanently  quilted  to 
(2)  an  EXTRA  THICK  Layer  of 
deluxe  polyester 
fiberfill  insulation  and 
(J)  Completely  lined  with 
beautiful  deep  soft 
acrylic  fleece! 
PLUS  YOU  GET  THESE  EXTRAS!' 
•  "Windstop"  Acrylic  Knit  Cuffs  •  Two  Deep,  Roomy  Side  Pockets 

Extra  Security  Inside  Cargo  Pocket  •  Full  Long  Protective  32-inch 
"Seat  Warmer"  Length  •  Big  Easy  Industrial  type  zipper 
•  700%  NO  IRON  EASY  CARE!!  • 

look  it  over!  See  it  On  Approval,  AT  HOME,  NO  RISK! 

Yes!  We  are  ready  right  now  with  a  huge  supply  to  stop 
winter  cold.  Why  pay  $90  or  $100  for  some  lesser  coat 
when  $29.95  will  do  the  trick:  $29.95  for  this  true 
state-of-the-art  cold  weather  protection! 

HURRY!  Don't  let  Old  Man  Winter  push  you  around  again 
thisyear.  Push  back  this  time,  with  Haband's  famous 
THREE  LAYER  COAT!  Use  this  easy  order  form  below 
to  tell  us  your  choice  of  size  and  color,  and  we  will 
have  the  coat  delivered  direct  to  your  doorstep  FAST! 


13  LAYER 
"  COAT 


HABAND  for  MEN 

265  North  9th  Street. 
Paterson.  N.J.  07530 

Yes  Sir!  Please  send  

3  Layer  Coatlsl  for  which  I  enclose 

my  full  remittance  of  $  

plus  $2.10  for  postage  &  handling. 
OR  CHARGE  IT: 
□  Visa  □  MasterCard 

Acct.l  

Exp.  Date  /  

GUARANTEE: 

If  upon  receipt  I  do  not  wish  to 
I  wear  It,  I  may  return  the  coat 

within  30  days  for  full  refund 
I  of  every  penny  I  paid  you. 


SIZES  AVAILABLE 

S 

34-36 

M 

38-40 

L 

42-44 

XL 

46-48 

XXL" 

50-52 

XXXL- 

.54-56 

•Please  add  $6  for  XXL  and  XXXL 


70X-318 


□  Check  here  for  Matching  Hat. 
18411  and  add  $5.95. 

Circle  Hat  Size:  S  M  L  XL 


265  IM.  9th  St.^ 
Paterson,  N.-J.  07530" 

Asl<  for  our  Free  Catalog! 


City /state  Zip  

Write  or  phone  your  order  (8001  526-1046  [in  N.J.  (2011  942-94521 
or  visit  any  of  our  friendly  N.J.  Men's  stores. 


